
 

Telephone: 9278 4444  |  Email: boroondara@boroondara.vic.gov.au   |  Website: www.boroondara.vic.gov.au 
Postal address Private Bag 1, Camberwell VIC 3124  |  Council Offices 8 Inglesby Road, Camberwell 
Project “Have your Say”: 
 https://www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/about-council/have-your-say/all-consultations/dorothy-laver-reserve-west-community-
consultation  

Dorothy Laver Reserve West Proposal  

Frequently Asked Questions August 2018 

The following is a summary of key questions that were raised during the consultation 

to date, and at the community drop-in session on Wednesday 18 July. This is not 

minutes from the drop is session, so not every question or comment raised is 

documented. But hopefully I have covered the key themes and questions 

adequately. 

Andrew Mackinnon  

Group Manager Parks and Infrastructure 

 

Why is Council proposing to redevelop Dorothy Laver 

Reserve West (DLRW)? 

There is a growing demand for access to sports grounds in Boroondara and it’s very 

hard to provide new open space for sport and recreation. By improving the capacity 

of existing sporting facilities across the municipality, Council can meet the demands 

for increased participation in sport. The Boroondara Open Space Strategy (BOSS) 

Technical Report and Council’s Sport and Recreation Strategy 2016 both identify the 

need for Council to respond to increased demand for active sport, and flag synthetic 

playing surfaces as a solution for investigation.  

Why is the proposal soccer focused? 

The Sport and Recreation Strategy 2016 highlights soccer is a sport that is 

increasing in participation. This is reflected in the increasing number of seasonal 

allocations requests Boroondara receives from its soccer clubs.  This is also 

supported by player registration data provided by Football Federation Victoria, which 

shows a 21% increase in registered players from 2014 to 2016; 19% growth in 

Miniroos girls (under 11) in 2016; and 10% growth in junior girls (aged 12 to 17) in 

2016. 

The development of a synthetic surface at Dorothy Laver Reserve West (DLRW) 

would provide an opportunity to accommodate a higher level of usage to meet this 

demand, because a synthetic surface can accommodate a greater level of use than 

a turf surface.  
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What about other sports? 

The proposal at DLRW depicts increased opportunities for soccer and cricket.  The 

proposed transfer of soccer participation to this ground will also have the flow on 

effect of freeing up other opportunities elsewhere in the municipality, providing 

additional benefits to other sporting groups.  

Council also has a range of other projects and initiatives that address the needs of 

other sports in other locations. 

Does Council support sporting diversity? 

Council supports diversity across many forms, including access and use of sporting 

facilities. This includes enabling opportunities for women and girls to play sport, while 

also ensuring there is a place for Camberwell Lacrosse Club to train and play 

matches. Council acknowledges that lacrosse is a minority sport and also recognises 

it is important for the community to have access to a range of sports, not just 

mainstream sports.  

What are the criteria that were used to recommend the 

installation of Synthetic Turf at Dorothy Laver West? 

An assessment of the City’s reserves for a synthetic field was undertaken using the 

following criteria: 

Impact on Residents  

The potential impact the synthetic surface would have on nearby residents in respect 

of the following considerations:  

 Degree of change to existing usage levels of organised sport and subsequent 

impact on amenity.  

 Known conflict with, or acceptance of the use of the reserve as a sporting 

venue.  

 Parking capacity and type of road access.  
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Impact on Park Users 

The potential impact the synthetic surface would have on park users and existing 

tenant sporting clubs in respect of the following considerations:  

 Dog on lead/off lead status.

 Level of available ancillary open space.

 Existing tenant club use, type of sport and potential to continue to use the

reserve or be accommodated elsewhere.

Physical Constraints 

 Capacity to accommodate a full size soccer pitch (100m x 60m with 3m clear

space on all sides) within the existing sports ground. Reserves that did not

meet this criterion were deemed unsuitable.

 Ground Orientation - Grounds running North / South are preferred by Sports

associations due to the location of the sun at times later in the day.

 Services - The presence of underground services that may prevent, or

increase the cost of, the construction of the synthetic surface.

Heritage 

 Heritage Overlay - Consideration of any heritage planning overlay.

 Heritage Values - The impact of installing a synthetic surface on the heritage

character or features of the reserve.

Character 

 Character classification - The listing of “Sporting” as either a Primary or

Secondary character classification in the BOSS.

 Landscape Character - The potential to integrate the synthetic surface into the

existing character of the reserve.

Potential Increase in participation 

 The potential of the synthetic surface to increase the current hours of use for

active sport at the reserve.
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What Criteria will be used in making a final decision? 

Officers propose to use the above criteria, in assessing feedback and making a 

recommendation to Council. People are invited to provide comment on the 

appropriateness of these criteria through the consultation process. 

Can we have a copy of the assessment? 

The assessment was presented to Councillor Briefing and Discussion which is a 

confidential forum. As such the report remains confidential. A list of the criteria has 

been provided in this FAQ in order to assist residents and club members 

understanding the rationale behind the proposal. 

Who made the decision to recommend Dorothy Laver 

Reserve West?  

The proposal to install a synthetic surface at Dorothy Laver Reserve West was 

developed by Council officers. It is a proposal, not a decision. Council will make the 

final decision. 

Is this the final decision? 

No, this is not a decision.  The community is being consulted on a proposal to install 

a synthetic surface at this ground.  The proposal has been made publically available, 

as a general concept that is undergoing the first phase of community consultation. 

Council is interested in hearing and genuinely considering community feedback on 

the proposal during this phase of consultation. Council will then make the decision as 

to whether it will proceed, amend or abandon to proposal. 

What is the consultation and decision making process? 

The final decision on this matter will be made by Council at a formal meeting. This 

will be a two-step process of hearing submissions, and then making a decision on 

the concept. 

Council will make a decision on whether to proceed, amend or abandon the 

proposal. 

Should Council decide to proceed or amend, further detailed design work will then be 

undertaken. Council will then consult on a detailed proposal in early 2019. 
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Why was the process explained differently initially? 

There is no statutory process for proposals of this type, which seek feedback from 

the community on a general concept.  The consultation and decision making process 

now being proposed is in direct response to the level of community feedback on this 

matter.  

Who will make the decision, and can I have a further say? 

Submissions regarding this proposal will be presented to a Services Special 

Committee meeting of Councillors. Following that, the proposal will be presented to 

a Council meeting for a decision in the later part of the calendar year.  Papers will be 

made publically available on Council’s website in the week prior to the session. We 

will also let the sports clubs and people who registered to stay informed, know when 

papers are available. People who have made a written submission may elect to 

speak in support of their submission at the Services Special Committee meeting. 

If Council endorses this proposal, is there a further 

opportunity for comment? 

Should the proposal be endorsed or amended by Council, there will be a second 

phase of community consultation focused on the detailed design of the sports 

ground.  If this occurs, the feedback received during this concept stage will be taken 

into consideration in the design stage.  You will have a further opportunity to 

comment during that process. Should the proposal be endorsed, it would be 

anticipated that this further stage of community consultation will occur in early 2019. 

How does this impact the existing clubs at Dorothy Laver 

West? 

Council acknowledges that this proposal impacts existing sporting user groups at 

Dorothy Laver Reserve West.  Council is actively speaking with those impacted 

sporting user groups, in order to seek to understand and accommodate their needs. 

Council is seeking to provide the best possible outcome for all sporting groups. 

What will happen to lacrosse? 

Council appreciates the long and proud history of the Camberwell Lacrosse Club and 

its connections to Eric Raven Reserve (from 1928) and later to Dorothy Laver 

Reserve West (from 1985). As the only lacrosse club in the City of Boroondara, the 

club plays an important role in ensuring diversity of sport offerings available to the 

community. Council has recently invested in a pavilion construction at Eric Raven 

Reserve which has benefited the sports of lacrosse and cricket at that ground.  The 
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Camberwell Lacrosse Club will also benefit from the upgrade of sports training lights 

at Eric Raven Reserve which are proposed for installation later this year. 

The Camberwell Lacrosse Club is a critical stakeholder in projects that impact on 

both Dorothy Laver and Eric Raven Reserves. Councillor Thompson and the CEO 

have both separately met with the lacrosse club, so be assured the club’s concerns 

are being heard at the highest level. Council is very interested in ensuring the club’s 

current and future needs are understood and accommodated, and is continuing to 

meet with club representatives to discuss issues associated with the Dorothy Laver 

West proposal. Council will ensure that lacrosse has suitable and sufficient grounds 

for training and matches.  

How will this facility be used? 

The current proposal is for Dorothy Laver Reserve West to be a shared use facility, 

which Council will allocate in accordance with an equitable process.  Council is yet to 

have discussions with sporting clubs regarding the specifics of how the facility will be 

used, as the final configuration and suite of sports it will accommodate has not been 

decided. 

Will there be any changes to lighting? 

There are presently six lights at Dorothy Laver Reserve West.  Council is proposing 

to convert those existing lights to LED, being more environmentally friendly and 

sustainable, and relocate them in accordance with the concept provided.  The 

proposal is for lighting to be available for use on weeknights from 4pm to 9pm for 

training purposes.   

Is Council providing an elite facility? 

Council is not providing an elite facility. The proposal includes a senior soccer field. It 

is proposed that this field be built to accommodate the needs of senior Women’s 

National Premier League games. The rest of the facility will not be changed to align 

will broader elite facility requirements. 

How does this proposal impact the environment and 

biodiversity? 

Council recognises that Dorothy Laver Reserve is situated adjacent to a biodiversity 

zone that is highly valued by the community and provides habitat for flora and fauna. 

Council also acknowledges that there has been flooding on this ground in the past.  

At this stage, Council has only tested whether a new configuration of sporting 

grounds could fit within the space and are seeking the community’s broad feedback 

on this general concept. If the project was to proceed to the next stage of design 
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development, one of the next steps is for Council to undertake detailed work to 

ensure any potential environmental impacts can be properly managed.  There will be 

a further opportunity to provide feedback should the proposal progress to this stage.  

The current proposal occupies less land than the existing sports field, so it will have 

a smaller footprint. This will provide increased passive space opportunities to each 

end of Dorothy Laver Reserve West (2,800m²), and increased provision for 

conservation bushland. 

How does this proposal impact traffic and parking in the 

area? 

Council acknowledges the concerns raised regarding traffic and parking at the sports 

ground and within the general area. At this stage, Council has only tested whether a 

new configuration of sporting grounds could fit within the space and is seeking the 

community’s broad feedback on this general concept. If the project was to proceed to 

the next stage of design development, one of the next steps is for Council to 

undertake detailed work to ensure any traffic and parking impacts can be properly 

managed. There will be a further opportunity to provide feedback should the 

proposal progress to this stage. 

Will I be able to walk my dog in Dorothy Laver West? 

Dorothy Laver Reserve West will retain its status as an on-lead dog park. Dog 

owners are reminded that it is their responsibility to clean up after their dog in all 

parks and open spaces in Boroondara.  

Some local council’s prohibit dogs on synthetic fields. At this stage we see no reason 

to prohibit dogs on the proposed synthetic field.  Additional passive open space will 

also be provided at either end of the synthetic under the current proposal (2,800m²) 

for those users who wish to walk their dogs on natural grass.  

There are also no changes that will impact dog walking at Dorothy Laver Reserve 

East. 

Will this sports ground be fenced off to the exclusion of 

the community? 

Whist fences are indicated on the concept proposal, Council is not seeking to 

exclude the general community from a community asset.  Fencing has been 

provided for safety reasons, however there will be gates available for the community 

to continue to enjoy this sports ground.  For safety reasons, those gates will be 

closed during sporting games or training.  
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Is there budget allocated to Dorothy Laver Reserve West? 

Council has allocated funding for a synthetic surface to be installed within the 

municipality.  This funding is allocated through Council’s capital works programme 

($2,000,000 in 2018/19 and $2,500,000 foreshadowed budget in 2019/20).   

What is the proposed timeline for the project? 

Should this proposal be endorsed by Council, it will undergo further community 

consultation for detailed design in the early 2019.  It would be anticipated to 

commence construction towards mid-2019, with completion by 2020. 

Who has been consulted? 

All Boroondara residents within a 500m radius of Dorothy Laver Reserve West have 

received a copy of the proposal and invited to leave feedback until 5pm on Tuesday 

24 July 2018. A community drop in session was held on Tuesday 26 June and a 

further drop in session has been organised for 7pm - 8pm on Wednesday 18 July 

2018 at Council’s Camberwell Offices.  

All sporting user groups who have occupied Dorothy Laver Reserve West in the past 

12 months have also been directly notified of this proposal and Council is working 

with those groups to understand their needs and accommodate them.  

Why did you let a soccer club know before anyone else / 

before lacrosse? 

It was not Council’s intention to do this. Council intended to liaise with all clubs and 

the community at the same time. Information was inadvertently provided to a soccer 

club. This was a mistake made at an officer level. Council understands the angst this 

has caused and apologises for this. 

Why were we told this is going ahead? 

Council has communicated that this is a proposal.  Council apologises if there has 

been inference or suggestion that this is already decided or that it is going ahead. 

Council also acknowledges that other parties may have contributed or conveyed a 

different message to what Council has advised. 

Council would like to reiterate that no decision has been made.  A decision will be 

made by Council at a formal Council meeting.  
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Will this provide opportunities for girls in sport? 

Yes. Council recognises the demand and growth of girls and women’s sport, 

particularly in the areas of AFL and soccer. Council has foreshadowed funding for 

female friendly facilities to improve opportunities for AFL.  Council also recognises 

the growth need for soccer is in access to fields. This proposal will provide increased 

opportunities for participation including for girls and women. 

What is the Plan B for soccer if this does not proceed? 

Council does not have a Plan B at this stage.  This concept is a proposal, and if it is 

abandoned by Council, then officers will review the criteria and reconsider another 

sports ground within the municipality.  

Why not convert Ashburton Park or Warner Reserve, or 

any other location? 

Council acknowledges that people have different views on whether DLRW should 

have been proposed in the first place, and questions about the suitability of other 

reserves have been raised. This FAQ won’t go through other sites. Should Council 

decide to abandon this proposal, other sites will need to be assessed. This will be 

done at that time. For the purposes of this consultation Council is seeking views of 

the proposal for DLRW. 

What is proposed for Dorothy Laver Reserve East? 

There is no synthetic proposal for Dorothy Laver Reserve East under this proposal. 

The concept shows line markings at Dorothy Laver Reserve East only.  The ground 

will remain natural grass.  

Has Council, or will Council, undertake an environment 

impact study? 

No, this has not been done. It will be done if the project proceeds. 

Will trees be removed? 

No, no trees are proposed to be removed. Council will ensure additional trees are 

planted. 
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How do I register to be kept in the loop about the 

proposal? 

Please visit the Dorothy Laver Reserve West Community Consultation project page 

to be kept informed of the proposal and future steps : 

https://www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/about-council/have-your-say/all-

consultations/dorothy-laver-reserve-west-community-consultation 

Will results be known? 

Council will provide an update of the survey feedback after the conclusion of the 

consultation period. Given the volume of feedback received, this will take some time 

for officers to work through and genuinely consider all feedback and collate those 

results.  Results from the survey feedback will also be annexed to a report to 

Council, which will be made publically available prior to the Council meeting and in 

email to those who asked to be kept informed of the project. 
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