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Historical Context 
‘Killamount’ is associated with the following themes in the City of Boroondara Thematic 
Environmental History (BTEH) 2012: 
• Theme 3.0, Connecting Victorians: 3.5 Travelling by tram 
• Theme 6.0, Building towns, cities and the Garden State: 6.3 Shaping the suburbs, 

6.3.3 Creating middle class suburbs in the early twentieth century; 6.7 Making homes 
for Victorians, 6.7.5 Developing higher density living 

 
The following historical context comprises edited extracts from the BTEH 2012. The 
‘study area’ refers to the City of Boroondara: 
 
Travelling by tram 
In January 1890, the Melbourne Tramway & Omnibus Company established its second 
horse-drawn tram route in Broondara, extending from the Hawthorn Bridge (where there 
was another cable tram terminus on the western bank) along Burwood Road, Power 



 

Street, and Riversdale Road to Auburn Road, Upper Hawthorn. As Gwen McWilliam 
notes, this new tram route was to have a significant impact on the development of 
Riversdale Road as a local retail centre (BTEH 2012:69). 
 
After the passing of the Melbourne to Burwood Tramway Act of 1914, the Cities of 
Hawthorn, Camberwell, Richmond and Melbourne formed the Hawthorn Tramways Trust 
to provide a continuous tram route across all four municipalities. Within twelve months, 
the Hawthorn Tramways Trust had extended its route into Camberwell proper. 
Underwritten by Council, the line had stretched along Riversdale Road to Wattle Park by 
the end of the year, with another route along Camberwell Road towards Burwood (BTEH 
2012:70). 
 
Residential subdivision from 1910 to 1940 
The MMBW plans of Hawthorn, prepared in the early twentieth century, provide a useful 
overview for the extent of residential subdivision by that time. Much of Hawthorn's 
northern half had already been closely settled with villas, mansions and cottages; the 
maps show relatively few areas with little or no development. The bulk of Hawthorn's 
underdeveloped land was south, beyond Riversdale Road; this included the flood-prone 
land between Glenferrie Road and the river, most of the north-south streets between 
Glenferrie and Auburn Roads, and virtually everything south of Pleasant Road as far as 
the brickworks on Gardiner's Creek. (BTEH 2012:128).  
 
Most of the aforementioned gaps in the Cities of Hawthorn and Kew disappeared during 
an intensive boom of residential subdivision between 1910 and 1940. The smaller gaps, 
representing the expansive grounds of nineteenth century mansions, were carved into 
subdivisions that were invariably named after the property itself (which was sometimes 
demolished, or sometimes retained on a smaller block). In Kew, this trend began with the 
Findon Estate on Barkers Road (1911) and soon spread elsewhere; examples in 
Hawthorn included the Harcourt Heights Estate (1918) and the Creswick Estate (1923), 
both of which formed part of what had, in the second half of the nineteenth century, been 
the municipality’s premier residential addresses. A number of these subdivisions – what 
might be termed as infill estates – appeared in between Burwood Road and Riversdale 
Road, including the notably early Manchester Estate (1909) and later ones such as the 
Urquhart Estate (1921), the Beulah Estate (1924) and the Dean Estate (1931). The 
estates themselves followed a typical pattern, with simple rectilinear layouts of through-
streets (occasionally kinked to avoid, for example, a retained mansion) that ran between 
existing major thoroughfares, and relatively small allotments that were sufficient for single 
detached dwellings in a garden setting (BTEH 2012:128). 
 
Developing higher density living 
Melbourne's first purpose-built residential flats appeared in the 1910s coinciding with the 
development of local electric tram networks and the electrification of railway lines. Blocks 
of flats begun to emerge in proximity to local transport routes in many parts of the 
metropolitan Melbourne including Hawthorn, South Yarra and St Kilda. Flats proliferated 
along main roads with tram lines (often also spilling into the side streets that extended 
from them) and within reasonable walking distance of railway stations. 
 
In 1920 architects Pitt & Walkley prepared plans for a block on Riversdale Road, 
Hawthorn, and, at the same time, another architect proposed an apartment conversion in 
Union Road, Surrey Hills. Neither of these projects appears to have spawned local 
imitators.. During the 1920s, relatively few blocks of flats were built in the now City of 
Boroondara, and virtually all of these were situated in the City of Hawthorn. Comparable 
development elsewhere was hampered by mitigating factors. In Kew, for example, the 
limited local transport network was hardly conducive to flat development (BTEH 
2012:145).  
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Two factors limited construction of flats in the former City of Camberwell, its distance 
from the city, and the introduction of a local law limiting multi-dwelling development. 
Graeme Butler noted that prevailing antagonism to multi-occupancy buildings in the 
former City of Camberwell meant that very few blocks of flats were built there. Those that 
were built were typically designed to resembled single dwellings and thus did not 
besmirch the quality of the residential streetscape.  
 
Needless to say, similar concerns were not evident in the City of Hawthorn, where 
apartment construction boomed from the 1930s. Major thoroughfares with tramlines, 
notably Glenferrie Road and Riversdale Road, continued to attract new blocks of flats 
during that period, although notable examples also appeared in some Hawthorn’s of 
older residential areas, as well as the new inter-war estates in the south of the 
municipality (BTEH 2012:146). 
 
History 
 
‘Summerlee’ 1860-1926 
At the beginning of the twentieth century Riversdale Road between Power Street and 
Glenferrie Road in Hawthorn was lined with grand mansions and large villas mostly set in 
spacious grounds. On the south side, one of these was ‘Summerlee’ (sometimes spelt 
‘Summerlea’), which was situated at the west corner of Glenroy Road. This contained a 
mansion house set well back from Riversdale Road behind a carriage drive. Behind the 
mansion was a complex of outbuildings including a large stable block and two tennis 
courts with an adjoining summer house. The grounds were enclosed by an iron palisade 
fence along the frontage, and brick fences on the side boundaries. The house survives 
on a reduced block of land and enclosed on three sides by flats at 7 Summerlea Grove 
(HO113). 
 

 
Part of MMBW Detail Plan No.1480 dated 1904 showing ‘Summerlea’ and surrounding villa 
residences 
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The first stage of ‘Summerlee’ was built in 1860-61 for Dugald McDougall to a design by 
noted architect, Leonard Terry. It was extended in 1883. After Dugald’s death in 1886 it 
was tenanted or occupied by McDougall’s widow until 1905 when it was sold to Rosa 
Turner, wife of Sir George Turner (‘Summerlea’ citation, Hermes 14829; LV2).  
 
The opening of the electric tramway along Riversdale Road encouraged more intensive 
residential development along the route. This was combined with the subdivision of 
Summerlee and other large mansion estates during the interwar period. This was due to 
rising labour costs, meaning that many owners could no longer afford staff to maintain 
their vast estates, as well as “The combined pressures of probate, depression and profit” 
as noted by Wilde (1993:62). 
 
Sir George Turner died in 1916 and in 1923 it was reported that his widow, Lady Turner, 
‘disposed’ of ‘Summerlee’ to a Mr Parker Gill who intended to subdivide the property 
(Table Talk, 23 August 1923, p.34). However, it was not until 1928 that ‘Summerlee’ was 
subdivided into 12 lots fronting Riversdale Road, Glenroy Road and a new cul-de-sac, 
Summerlee Grove, leading off Glenroy Road (LV2, LP 12658). The mansion was 
retained on a much-reduced allotment and survives today at 7 Summerlee Grove. 
 
Lot 1 in the subdivision became the present 68 Riversdale Road. This was sold in 1930 
to Catherine McCormack (LV3). 
 
Several others lots in the subdivision, including the adjoining lots 2, 3 and 4 fronting 
Riversdale Road, were sold to George H.A. Towers and John Marriage. Marriage was a 
builder and it is likely he constructed the duplex at no.70 in 1928-29, and the house at the 
corner of Glenroy Road in 1932-33 (LV2, RB). In building these houses, it appears he 
retained parts of the original front and side fences of the ‘Summerlee’ mansion, which are 
shown on the Lodged Plan of subdivision (LP 12658). 
 
‘Killamount’  
As Gould (1993:89) notes the close proximity of Hawthorn to the city and its high status 
as a desirable suburb made Hawthorn “an ideal location for high-density luxury flats in 
the 1930s and 1940s” and many of these were located along the western end of 
Riversdale Road. The transformation of this section of Riversdale Road into an enclave 
of flats appears to have begun around 1924 when the ‘San Jose’ flats were built at No.2 
for Mr. E.V. Jones (HHS 1992). The adjoining Arts & Crafts style flats at nos. 4 and 6 
were probably built around the same time or earlier, and by the late 1930s there was an 
almost continuous row of flats that also included nos. 10 (‘Lancefield’), 12, 14, 16, 18-20 
(‘Linden’ and ‘Loloma’) and 22-24 (‘Beadon’) (HHS 1992). 
 
The land at 68 Riversdale Road remained vacant until about 1933 when the ‘Killamount’ 
flats were built for Catherine and Lawrence McCormack. The McCormacks had 
previously resided at 122 Riversdale Road and moved into one of the flats upon 
completion (RB, SM, YVW). 
 
Lawrence McCormack died at ‘Killamount’ on 20 February 1934. He was remembered as 
a breeder and exhibitioner of thoroughbred horses, and as a judge for many years for the 
Kyabram Coursing Club. In his younger days he was regarded as one of the best 
amateur horsemen in the State and was a familiar rider at the Royal Melbourne Show. 
He was survived by his widow, Catherine, and a daughter (The Advocate, 15 March 
1934, p.23). 
 
Catherine continued to live at ‘Killamount’ until the 1940s and remained owner of the flats 
until her death in 1953 (RB, LV3). 
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Interwar Mediterranean style 
The Interwar Mediterranean style is also referred to as Mediterranean Revival and 
Mediterranean Villa. The style appeared in Australia in the late 1910s in response to the 
temperate climate and sunlight, which were conducive to “an architecture of simple 
shapes, light and shade, bleached pastel colours and accents of classical detail”, 
according to Professor of Architecture at the University of Sydney, Leslie Wilkinson, who 
is credited with popularising the style in Australia after his arrival here in 1918 (Apperley 
et al. 1989:172). Through his influence, and that of architect Hardy Wilson, the style 
gained popularity in the 1920s (Cuffley 1989:74-5). The style was originally applied to 
domestic architecture in upper and upper-middle class suburbs, and later to modest-
sized commercial and institutional buildings (Apperley et al. 1989:172). In the 1920s, 
many saw Mediterranean-based design as a potential basis for a future national design 
(Raworth 2012:450). 
 
It is related to the Interwar Spanish Mission style, but is intentionally designed with 
subtler features, in a simple yet elegant form. Details take on an austere classical or 
Renaissance mode, which subtly evokes a vaguely Mediterranean feel, in comparison to 
the more blatant and bold Iberian features of Spanish Mission architecture. In particular, 
Interwar Mediterranean domestic architecture incorporates pergolas, balconies, arcaded 
loggia and a formal entrance, with sidelights and highlights, while Tuscan columns 
appear in verandahs and porches. The exterior is lightly bagged or cement-rendered. 
Large double-hung sashes have small panes with narrow wooden glazing bars which 
reflect Georgian principles, often with louvered shutters (Apperley et al. 1989:172-4; 
Cuffley 1989:75-6). 
 
In 1922, architect Rodney Alsop wrote an article on architecture and climate for the 
November issue of Australia Home Builder, in which he commented on the growing trend 
to draw from Georgian and Mediterranean styles, often in the same building (Cuffley 
1989:80). Three years later in 1925, drawings of the style by Melbourne architects 
Marcus Barlow and FGB Hawkins, blending Georgian and Mediterranean influences, 
were published in the November edition of The Australian Home Beautiful (Cuffley 
1989:78-9). 
 
The Prime Minister’s residence, ‘The Lodge’, designed by the Melbourne partnership 
Oakley & Parkes in 1926, is one of the best-known examples of the Interwar 
Mediterranean style in Australia. The style was popularised in Australia by the 1930s, 
appearing as small-scale bungalows in new suburban subdivisions. 
 
Description & Integrity 
‘Killamount’ is a two-storey block of four flats in the Interwar Mediterranean style with 
textured rendered walls, a clinker brick plinth, and a dominant tiled hip roof. Typical of the 
style, the front elevation is symmetrically composed. At its centre is a central projecting 
stairwell. This two-storey form terminates with a parapet adorned by a cast-cement 
cartouche and flanked by scrolls. At ground floor level is a rectangular doorway with a 
moulded entablature, with the name ‘Killamount’ written within it, and above which is a 
large arched window flanked by Ionic pilasters and topped with a cast-cement keystone. 
 
The ground floor flats have loggias with brick paved floors, while the first floor flats have 
balconies with trabeated (rectangular) openings. The moulded detail of the loggia piers 
as unusually elegant, with a chamfer detail below the capital which transitions from a 
round to a square plan. There are paired windows with multi-paned upper sashes. The 
flats appear to have simple glazed entrance doors. The rendered chimneys have 
terracotta pots.  
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The flats have a very high degree of both intactness and integrity. The only visible 
changes are the wall colour, and the installation of glazed windows/sliding doors to the 
ground floor loggia and the first floor balcony on the west side only. As they are fully 
glazed with minimal frames these have not significantly changed the appearance of the 
flats and could be readily removed if required. 
 
Along the front of the property is a low ‘crazy paving’ fence with mild steel gates, from 
which leads what appears to an original or early brick path. The original garages appear 
to survive at the rear. 
 
‘Killamount’ is one of a number of interwar apartments in this part of Riversdale Road, 
and also forms part of a related group of Mediterranean style flats and residences built on 
the ‘Summerlee’ estate, which include the adjoining duplex at no.70, and the single 
storey residence at no.76A. Of note is that parts of the original ‘Summerlee’ front and 
side fences survive at the front of nos.70 and 76A: no.70 retains the part of the original 
cast iron fence on a bluestone base, while at no.70 the front fence incorporates the 
original bluestone base to which a mild-steel interwar balustrade has been added that 
partly returns along Glenroy Road. Behind this, along the balance of the Glenroy Road 
sideage is a brick fence on bluestone foundations that once extended along the whole of 
the ‘Summerlee’ boundary. 
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70 Riversdale Road, with ‘Summerlee’ fence 

 

76A Riversdale Road 

  

Section of ‘Summerlee’ side brick fence, 76A Riversdale Road (facing 
Glenroy Road) 
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Comparative Analysis 
Many of the early flats in Melbourne, built during the period from c.1915 to c.1920 were in 
the Arts & Crafts style, with some demonstrating the transition to the California Bungalow 
style that became popular after World War I. From the mid-1920s onwards Old English, 
Spanish Mission and Georgian Revival became the most fashionable styles for 
residential architecture in Victoria, particularly in well-heeled suburbs such as Hawthorn. 
As Lewis (1992:1) notes: 
 

The period after the Depression saw a shift towards the new and exciting modern 
idioms emanating from Europe and America. Nevertheless period character was not 
put totally aside. Old English architecture lingered on throughout the 1930s and the 
Mission and Georgian idioms provided a formal framework through which modernism 
could be absorbed and modified. 
 

This progression of styles is demonstrated by the surviving interwar flats in Boroondara. 
The earliest known examples of purpose-built flats in Boroondara date from the early 
1920s. Riversdale Road between Power Street and Glenferrie Road comprises a 
representative sample of interwar flats dating from the early 1920s to the late 1930s. 
 
The majority of interwar flats in Hawthorn are in the Old English or Moderne styles, or a 
hybrid of the two. Examples in the Boroondara HO include ‘Berwyn’, 7 Glenroy Road (Old 
English, Individual, HO450), ‘Lennox Court’, 11 Lennox Street (Hybrid, Individual, 
HO457), Flats and professional rooms at 568 Glenferrie Road (Moderne/International, 
Individual, HO47), ‘Lancefield’, ‘Linden’ & ‘Loloma’, at 10, 18 & 20 (respectively) 
Riversdale Road (Old English, Contributory, HO148 precinct), flats at 45 Denham Street 
(Old English, Contributory, HO220 precinct), flats at 2A Lyall Street (Old English, 
Contributory, HO164 precinct), flats at 468 Glenferrie Road (Moderne, Contributory, 
HO149 precinct), and the Corsewall Close flats precinct (Hybrid, Contributory, HO147 
precinct). Examples not in the HO include ‘Riversdale Court’ (Moderne) 73 Riversdale 
Road, and ‘Clovelly Court’ (Hybrid) 84 Riversdale Road, and ‘Cliveden Manor’ (Old 
English) 178 Auburn Road. 
 
As discussed in the history, the Interwar Mediterranean style was influenced by classical 
Italian and Spanish forms and precedents. There is often crossover between this style 
and elements of the concurrent Georgian Revival, particularly the use of dominant hip 
roofs and louvered shutters. It also has some relation to the more embellished Spanish 
Mission style, which has similar massing and use of loggias but is also characterised by 
multiple decorative flourishes such as ogee parapets, twisted columns, Cordoba roof tiles 
and cast-cement reliefs. 
 
Compared to the Old English and Moderne flats, there are fewer flats in the Interwar 
Mediterranean style, and the related Spanish Mission and Georgian/Colonial revival 
styles in Hawthorn (and Boroondara more generally). Examples of Georgian Revival flats 
include ‘Craignethorne’, 24-26 Mason Street (built c.1940, Individual HO97), ‘San Jose’, 
2 Riversdale Road, (1924, Individual, HO148), flats at 14 & 16 Riversdale Road (c.1935, 
Contributory, HO148) and ‘Glenard’, 3 Wellesley Road (not in the HO). 
 
The earliest example of an interwar Mediterranean style house in Boroondara is 
‘Montalgre’, designed by Lionel San Miguel and constructed in 1921 (HO255, 168A Mont 
Albert Road, Canterbury), whilst other early examples include ‘Mallow’ (1923, HO382, 33 
Deepdene Road, Deepdene), Vial House (1923, HO617, 23-25 Canterbury Road, 
Camberwell) and 1 Bradford Avenue, Kew (1927-28, HO277). A later example is the EA 
Watts House (1931, HO282, 1291 Burke Road, Kew), a two-storey house which 
incorporates moulded arch tympani and quoins. 
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Flats in the Interwar Mediterranean style first appeared somewhat later than the houses. 
The earliest known examples in Boroondara, both dating from c.1929, are ‘Nertherton’ 
and ‘Kermith’, situated on adjacent sites within the HO149 precinct in Glenferrie Road, 
Hawthorn: 
 
• ‘Netherton’, 472 Glenferrie Road (Significant). This is a relatively tall (four-storey) 

block. The lower level is of clinker brick, while the walls above are rendered. The side 
drive gives access to the porte-cochere. A forward projecting bay contains balconies 
(now enclosed). On the first level Tuscan columns are applied to the square opening, 
while an arched loggia with associated roundels is used on the second level, and a 
wide rectangular opening to the third level. The eaves are very wide, shutters are 
used to most openings and widely proportioned double hung windows are used. The 
designer/architect is not known. The Hawthorn Heritage Study describes this block as 
‘Spanish Mission’ but in its pared back detailing it is closer to the Mediterranean style. 

 
• ‘Kermith’, 470 Glenferrie Road (Contributory). Built at the same time or earlier than 

‘Netherton’ (it is shown on the same MMBW drainage plan), this comprises two 
connected but separate two-storey blocks; one facing to Glenferrie Road and the 
other to Wellesley Road. The Glenferrie Road block is rendered with a hipped roof 
with broad eaves. The symmetrical façade features central arched loggias (containing 
entrances and stairs to the apartments) to the ground and first floors, which are 
flanked by paired sash windows with multi-paned upper sashes with shutters. There is 
a tiled hipped hood over the front entrance supported on decorative wrought-iron 
brackets and a similar hood over the basement garages that face Wellesley Road. 
The Wellesley Road block is also rendered and has similar detailing, but in this case 
the stairwell projects forward of the building. Overall, both have a very high degree of 
integrity and intactness.  

 
Another comparison not currently in the HO is the adjoining duplex at 70 Riversdale 
Road. It has rendered walls, and a recessed central bay, which sits behind a porch with 
an elegant loggia and balustrade above, and the single storey house at no. 76, which has 
a Mediterranean style porch. A more compact and simple version of the style is also seen 
in the two-storey flats at 40 Creswick Street, Hawthorn, which foregoes the entrance 
loggia (not in the HO).  
 
Compared to the above examples, ‘Killamount’ shares with them a symmetrical form, 
hipped roof, and double-hung sash windows with multiple lights to the top sash, all typical 
features of the Interwar Mediterranean. Within this group, it has very elegant details, on 
par with the flats at 472 Glenferrie Road and 70 Riversdale Road, as well as with single-
family homes at 1 Bradford Avenue and 1291 Burke Road. It is distinguished by its 
elegantly expressed entrance porch and stairwell. It also remains highly intact. 
 
All of these examples are in Hawthorn. At this time, there are no other known examples 
of Mediterranean style flats elsewhere in Boroondara. Elsewhere in Melbourne, there are 
few comparative examples of Mediterranean style interwar flats. Most are found in the 
Cities of Stonnington and Port Phillip, which between them have the most significant 
collection of interwar flats in Melbourne. Like Boroondara, Mediterranean style flats 
mostly date from the late 1920s onwards and are less common than other styles. 
Examples in the City of Stonnington include ‘Denbigh Court’, 6-8 Denbigh Road (1927, 
designed by Bates, Smart & McCutcheon, Individual), ‘Coonett’, 371 Dandenong Road 
(1928, Eric Beedham, Individual within HO136 precinct) and ‘Dulverton’, 379 Toorak 
Road (1928, designed by F.L. & K. Klingender, Individual, HO171) The style is better 
represented in the City of Port Phillip ‘Hawsleigh Court’, 2B Hawsleigh Avenue (1928, 
Hugh Philp, Individual, HO375), ‘Ormond Court’ 1 Glen Huntly Road (c.1925, B.S.W. 
Gilbertson, Individual, HO8 precinct), ‘Narooma’ 25-27 Gordon Avenue (1927, Individual, 
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HO7 precinct) and several hybrid examples in Wimbledon Avenue (Contributory within 
HO7 precinct). 
 
The design of ‘Killamount’ also demonstrates another strategy employed for the 
construction of so-called ‘luxury’ flats in well-to-do areas such as Hawthorn and Toorak, 
which was to give them the appearance of one large residence so as to blend in with the 
large mansions and villas found in these areas. These were often small blocks of no 
more than about four flats, contained within a single building with the appearance of a 
single entrance, and set within a generous garden. This approach is also demonstrated 
by ‘San Jose’ and ‘Craignethorne’, both cited above, and the adjoining duplex at no.70. 
 
In summary ‘Killamount’ compares favourably to the examples above for its intactness, 
representativeness of the Mediterranean Interwar style and elegance of detailing.  
 
Assessment Against Criteria 
 
Criteria referred to in Practice Note 1: Applying the Heritage Overlay, Department of 
Planning and Community Development, 2015, modified for the local context. 
 
CRITERION A: Importance to the course, or pattern, of the City of Boroondara's cultural 
or natural history (historical significance). 
 
‘Killamount’ flats at 68 Riversdale Road, Hawthorn is associated with an important phase 
in the development of Boroondara during the suburban boom of the interwar period and 
demonstrates how improvements to public transport encouraged the development of 
flats, usually situated along, or close to, electric tramlines. However, this is true of almost 
all extant interwar flats, so on its own ‘Killamount’ does not satisfy this criterion at the 
local level. 
 
CRITERION B: Possession of uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of the City of 
Boroondara's cultural or natural history (rarity). 
 
NA 
 
CRITERION C: Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of 
the City of Boroondara's cultural or natural history (research potential). 
 
NA 
 
CRITERION D: Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of 
cultural or natural places or environments (representativeness). 
 
‘Killamount’ is an intact and well-detailed example of an interwar flats building in the 
Interwar Mediterranean style. It demonstrates typical features of this style, including the 
hipped roof, multi-light sash windows, and symmetrical arrangement adopted from the 
Georgian Revival, combined with a textured render and elegant classical details seen in 
the loggias and entrance porch. ‘Killamount’ also demonstrate how blocks of flats during 
the interwar period were designed to appear like one large residence, so that the blended 
into their prestigious suburban setting. It is of local significance as a fine representative of 
this style as applied to a flats building. 
 
CRITERION E: Importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics (aesthetic 
significance). 
 
‘Killamount’ is distinguished by the elegance of its detailing, particularly the piers and 
arches of the loggias, the cast and run applied cement ornament and mouldings, and the 
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elegant stripped classical entrance porch-cum-stairwell at the centre of the façade. It is of 
local significance for these high quality details and elegant composition.  
 
CRITERION F: Importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement at a particular period (technical significance). 
 
NA 
 
CRITERION G: Strong or special association with a particular community or cultural 
group for social, cultural or spiritual reasons. This includes the significance of a place to 
Indigenous peoples as part of their continuing and developing cultural traditions (social 
significance). 
 
NA 
 
CRITERION H: Special association with the life or works of a person, or group of 
persons, of importance in the City of Boroondara's history (associative significance). 
 
NA 
 
 
Statement of Significance 
 
What is significant? 
‘Killamount’ flats, built by 1933, at 68 Riversdale Road, Hawthorn are significant. This is a 
two-storey block of four flats in the Interwar Mediterranean style with textured rendered 
walls, a clinker brick plinth, and a dominant tiled hip roof. Typical of the style, the front 
elevation is symmetrically composed. At its centre is a central projecting stairwell. This 
two-storey form terminates with a parapet adorned by a cast-cement cartouche and 
flanked by scrolls. At ground floor level, there is a rectangular doorway with a moulded 
entablature, with the name ‘Killamount’ written within it, and above which is a large 
arched window flanked by Ionic pilasters and topped with a cast-cement keystone. The 
ground floor flats have loggias with brick paved floors, while the first floor flats have 
balconies with trabeated (rectangular) openings, and there are paired windows with multi-
paned upper sashes. All flats appear to have simple glazed entrance doors. The 
rendered chimneys have terracotta pots. Along the front of the property is a low ‘crazy 
paving’ fence with mild steel gates, original or early concrete paths, while the original 
garages appear to survive at the rear, all of which are contributory elements. 
 
Non-original alterations and additions are not significant, in particular the glass screens 
that enclose two porches.  
 
How is it significant? 
‘Killamount’ at 68 Riversdale Road, Hawthorn is of local architectural and aesthetic 
significance to the City of Boroondara.  
 
Why is it significant? 
‘Killamount’ is an intact and well-detailed example of an interwar flats building in the 
Interwar Mediterranean style. It demonstrates typical features of this style, including the 
hipped roof, multi-light sash windows. Typical of the style the flats pair a symmetrical 
arrangement (adopted from the Georgian Revival) with a textured render and classical 
details to the loggias and entrance porch. ‘Killamount’ also demonstrates how blocks of 
flats during the interwar period were designed to appear like one large residence, to 
blend into their prestigious suburban setting. This style is poorly represented in the 
Boroondara Heritage Overlay, particularly in the form of flats. (Criterion D) 
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Aesthetically, it is distinguished by the elegance of its detailing, particularly the piers and 
arches of the loggias, the cast and run applied cement ornament and mouldings, and the 
elegant stripped classical entrance porch-cum-stairwell at the centre of the façade. 
(Criterion E) 
 
 
Grading and Recommendations 
 
Recommended for inclusion in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay of the Boroondara 
Planning Scheme as an Individually Significant place. 
 
Recommendations for the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay (Clause 43.01) in the 
Boroondara Planning Scheme: 
 
External Paint Colours  
Is a permit required to paint an already painted surface? No 

Internal Alteration Controls  
Is a permit required for internal alterations? No 

Tree Controls  
Is a permit required to remove a tree? No 

Victorian Heritage Register 
Is the place included on the Victorian Heritage Register? No 

Incorporated Plan  
Does an Incorporated Plan apply to the site? No 

Outbuildings and fences exemptions  
Are there outbuildings and fences which are not exempt from 
notice and review? 

No 

Prohibited uses may be permitted  
Can a permit be granted to use the place for a use which would 
otherwise be prohibited? 

No 

Aboriginal Heritage Place 
Is the place an Aboriginal heritage place which is subject to the 
requirements of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006? 

No 
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