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Historical Context 
The following contextual history was extracted from the City of Boroondara Thematic 
Environmental History (2011:65), with paragraph two taken from The Motor Garage & 
Service Station in Victoria: A Survey (1997:24). 
 

Residents of the Boroondara municipality were clearly quick to embrace the 
emergence of motor vehicles in the early twentieth century, as the present City of 
Boroondara lays claim to two of the earliest surviving purpose-built service stations in 
Victoria, both of which date from 1912. The Hawthorn Motor Garage on Glenferrie 
Road was built for local auctioneer Ernest O Hill, and represented an early non-
residential commission for architect (and Hawthorn resident) Christopher Cowper, 
who, over the past few years, had designed more than thirty houses on the nearby 
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Grace Park Estate. That same year, the Bell & Spence motor garage commenced 
operation at what is now 194 Canterbury Road, Canterbury. While the former building 
remains in a largely intact condition, the latter has been substantially altered and 
extended, including a new facade added during the inter-war period.  
 
Increasingly during the 1920s motor garages began operating as a separate retail 
activity to motor body builders and car dealers, with petrol being delivered in bulk by 
oil company tank wagon for underground storage. Although the design of many new 
garages continued in the carriage workshop tradition with their large central entrance, 
they were not immune to the contemporary building fashion for Greek or Egyptian 
revival ornamentation. The multiplication of garages had brought criticism that they 
were visually disruptive to suburban streetscapes, and consequently many civic-
minded garage proprietors built their garages to a smaller scale, and with more 
embellishment to the façade, while others introduced a residence or flats above the 
garage business. Some suburban garages, like L A Small & Sons (1926) in North 
Caulfield, and the Egyptian-styled Stonnington Motors (1927) in Malvern, were 
designed to be slightly set back from the road to prevent traffic congestion, and 
provide a small forecourt for the growing amount of service equipment and displays of 
merchandise.  
 
Motor garages and petrol stations subsequently became more common during the 
inter-war period, when, following a fairly typical pattern, they appeared in local 
shopping strips such as Church Street in Hawthorn, Union Road in Surrey Hills, Burke 
Road in Kew, and Toorak Road in Hawthorn East. They were generally in scale with 
surrounding retail development: modest single-storey brick buildings with little 
architectural pretension. Earlier examples (e.g. those that survive at 1169 Burke 
Road, Kew, and 145-47 Union Road, Surrey Hills) were built right to the street 
boundary to provide kerbside pump service. Later examples were not only set well 
back from the street to allow full drive-in service, but also tended to be larger in scale. 
One example in Toorak Road, Hawthorn East, was a canted triple-fronted façade 
while another in Denmark Street, Kew, rose to two-storeys, with a manager's flat 
provided at the upper level**.  
 
Following the boom in motor car ownership after the Second World War, petrol 
stations began to proliferate across the study area. By this time, drive-in pump service 
had become the norm; consequently, new service stations were invariably constructed 
on corner sites.  

 
History 
The kerbside motor garage located at number 51-53 on the north side of Barkers Road, 
Kew, falls within Crown allotment 75 in the Parish of Boroondara, originally acquired by 
one J Bakewell in 1851. A 1904 Melbourne Metropolitan Board of Works (MMBW) Plan 
shows the entire portion of land between Findon Street (now Findon Crescent) and 
Bowen Street as vacant, described as ‘Findon Paddocks’. The Barkers Road portion 
situated between Findon Street and High Street is again described as vacant in the 1911 
municipal street directory (S&McD). 
 
The property’s current extent was defined in 1918, when the land was purchased by 
Herbert Murphy, a compositor, or typesetter, whose private residence was located at 
Evandale Road, Hawthorn (LV: vol. 4134 fol. 751). At this time and up until 1921, the only 
occupants of the section of Barkers Road between Findon Street and Bowen Street were 
Percy C Mustow at number 55 and Walter H Sparke at number 59, indicating that 
number 53 was still unoccupied. In 1922 an occupant is listed at number 53 in street 
directories for the first time, comprising a motor garage run by Bayley & Hodgkinson 
                                                 
** 110 Denmark Road, set behind a forecourt, appears to date from the late 1930s. 
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(S&McD). The name Bayley also appears in the property’s Certificate of Title, which 
notes the purchase of 53 Barkers Road by John Henry Bayley, a retired mercer, in March 
of 1920; indicating the existing motor garage was constructed for Bayley some time 
between 1920 and 1921 to have appeared in directories the following year (LV: vol. 
4134/fol. 751). 
 
The 1924 directory names John S Bayley motor garage at the address, indicating that it 
was run by owner John Henry’s son, John Stanley Bayley (S&McD). Title of the property 
was subsequently transferred to John Stanley Bayley following the death of his father in 
1931 (LV: vol. 4134 fol. 751). J S Bayley’s private residence was located almost directly 
opposite the garage on the south side of Barkers Road, Hawthorn, at number 40, which 
has since been demolished (S&McD). Bayley continued operating the garage until 1936, 
when it was purchased by one D E J Young (Shepparton Advertiser 31 March 1936:5; 
LV: vol. 4134 fol. 751). 
 
By 1938 the property was in use by new occupants; Roche’s Marysville & Healesville 
Tourism Services Pty Ltd (S&McD). An advertisement for Roche’s Motor Service 
published in 1925 indicates the business conducted guided tours – presumably by bus – 
of the Healesville district, which clarifies the origin of the Healesville contact telephone 
number painted on the garage’s frontage that is still visible today (Age 18 August 
1925:16). This and a subsequent advertisement published in 1930 describe the 
company’s tours departing from Collins Street, Melbourne, suggesting the Barkers Road 
garage was used only as a depot (Age 12 March 1930:20).  
 

 

1925 advertisement for Roche’s Motor Service, then  operating out of 
Collins Street, Melbourne (Age 18 August 1925:16) 

 
In 1938, 53 Barkers Road was purchased by transport service operator Lorenzo Riley 
McKenzie, however; the 1942 street directory shows that Roche’s Motor Service 
continued occupying the site after McKenzie became proprietor (LV: vol. 4134 fol. 751). A 
painted sign reading ‘McKenzie's’ is still visible on the garage façade, suggesting that at 
some point Lorenzo McKenzie took over operations of the Barkers Road garage for his 
own tourism enterprise, which transported passengers to and from rural areas such as 
Alexandra by bus (Alexandra Standard and Yarck, Gobur, Thornton, Taggerty and 
Acheron Express 31 March 1950:2).  
 
It appears that McKenzie utilised Barkers Road as a bus depot for the business, as 
advertisements for the company’s regular timetable state a departing address from 
Whight’s Tourism Bureau at 120 Flinders Street, Melbourne (Alexandra Standard and 
Yarck, Gobur, Thornton, Taggerty and Acheron Express 31 March 1950:2). Lorenzo 
McKenzie was an avid supporter of the ‘magnificent tourist possibilities of Alexandra and 
District’, having lobbied the Transport Regulation Board for a daily return service from 
Alexandra to Melbourne in the 1940s; he also carried mail to Melbourne from Alexandra 
and was popular with locals (Alexandra and Yea Standard and Yarck, Gobur, Thornton 
and Acheron Express 22 February 1946:3.). 
 
Ownership of 53 Barkers Road did not change again until 1970 when it was acquired by 
Lormanan Pty Ltd., however; McKenzie continued to utilise the garage as a depot for his 
business. This is evident in building permit records, which show plans for the installation 
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of underground oil tanks at the address for McKenzie Tourist Services in 1982 by Shell 
Co. of Australia (BP: 9948/1982). An above ground oil tank had previously been installed 
at the site in 1968 by Esso Oil Co. (BP:  974/1968). Further alterations to the garage, 
referred to specifically as a ‘bus depot’ in permit records, were made in 1984 and again in 
1990; McKenzie Tourist Services was listed as the client in both applications (BP: 
1274/1984 & 4996/1990). 
 
Description & Integrity 
The former Bayley & Hodgkinson Motor Garage of 1921 is located on the north side of 
Barkers Road, about half way between High Street and Findon Crescent.  
 
The building has brick walls and is built almost to the allotment boundaries. The roof is 
gabled, clad in corrugated metal, with a small hip at the front. Generally the roof is not 
visible, and is hidden behind the front parapet. The brick side walls are visible obliquely 
through the tram depot car park. 
 
The façade is built to the front boundary and is a symmetrical composition of bays with 
parapets stepping up toward the centre. It is finished in smooth render. The entire 
parapet is topped by a narrow run moulding. The five bays in all are framed by shallow 
pilasters. The central four pilasters are ornamented with pressed-cement bas-reliefs of 
classical garlands; a single garland to the outer piers and a double garland to the central 
piers. At the top of each of the two central piers is an orb suspended in a metal frame 
and adorned with a metal fleur-de-lis. The tall central bay of the parapet has a large 
recessed area for signage and is topped with a timber flagpole. 
 

 
Figure 1. Detail of the central bay of the former motor garage. (Context, 2014) 

 
The façade retains a series of tripartite timber windows (fixed or casement), which step 
up from the outer bays toward the centre, in keeping with the parapets (the central bay 
does not have any windows, so the recessed area for signage continues this rhythm).  
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The central bay is dominated by a large vehicular entry door. The original timber doors 
have been replaced with a metal roller door. The façade appears to be otherwise intact, 
and retains painted signage and phone numbers from its time as the McKenzie’s depot. 
 
Comparative Analysis 
As noted in the Contextual History, there are a handful of early motor garages that 
survive in the City of Boroondara. Those known from the 1910s and 1920s are the 
following (all images from Google Streetview): 
 
 735 Glenferrie Road, Hawthorn, of 1912 (HO491, VHR H2296). The oldest known 

purpose-built motor garage in Victoria, designed by prominent architect Christopher 
Cowper.  

 
 

 145-147 Union Road, Surrey Hills, of c1920 (Contributory in HO532). 
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 Woods Accident Repair, 102 High Street, Kew, of the 1920s. 

 
 

 R Gough Motors, 1169 Burke Road, Kew, of 1922-23. It retains a timber garage door. 
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 Former Canterbury Garage, 1 Rochester Road, Canterbury, late 1920s. It sat behind 
a shallow pump forecourt. Windows and doors have been replaced. 

 
 

 878 Toorak Road, Hawthorn East, of the late 1920s. An early example of the drive-in 
type. The façade has been refaced. 

 
 
Of the above examples, only two of which have heritage protection, all are fundamentally 
a shed set behind a more or less stylish parapeted façade. This typology only changed in 
the late 1930s with the more sculptural Streamlined Moderne garages (for example, 110 
Denmark Street, Kew). 
 
Stylistically, the first three examples (735 Glenferrie Road, 145-147 Union Road, 102 
High Street) can be considered examples of the Federation Free Style, which was also 
popular for shops in the 1910s and early 1920s, with the State-significant 735 Glenferrie 
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Road the most high style of them. The former garage at 1 Rochester Road is most likely 
the latest of all, and exhibits a Jazz Moderne influence. The garages at 1169 Burke Road 
and the altered 878 Toorak Road are so basic as to defy stylistic characterisation. 
 
In comparison to these examples, the former garage at 51-53 Barkers Road shares the 
typology of a parapet stepping up to the centre both to mark the entrance bay and to 
conceal the slope of the roof behind. It also shares the simplified classical device of 
shallow pilasters defining the bays with the Free Style examples. It is unique in the use of 
bas-relief ornament, and the use of this device plus the orbs makes its level of 
architectural elaboration second only to Cowper’s State-significant design. 
 
In regard to intactness, all of the garages – apart from the very basic 1169 Burke Road – 
have lost their original timber vehicular doors. Most of the garages have, however, 
retained their original windows, apart from 1169 Burke Road and 878 Toorak Road. In 
comparison, 51-53 Barkers Road has similarly retained its timber-framed windows but 
not its vehicular doors. 
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Assessment Against Criteria 
 
Criteria referred to in Practice Note 1: Applying the Heritage Overlay, Department of 
Planning and Community Development, September 2012, modified for the local context. 
 
 
CRITERION A: Importance to the course, or pattern, of the City of Boroondara's cultural 
or natural history (historical significance). 
 
The former Motor Garage is of historical significance as a tangible illustration of the rise 
of the automobile in the 1920s, requiring filling stations and repair garages, which 
occupied sites along major roads throughout the city and suburbs. The earliest garages 
such as this one were built to the front boundary, and petrol was supplied from cans or a 
kerbside bowser, only transitioning to a forecourt in the late 1920s. It is also significant for 
its later use, from the late 1930s to recent years, for Roche’s Motor Services and then 
McKenzie’s Tourist Services, both providing bus and coach transport to tourists visiting 
Victorian destinations. 
 
CRITERION B: Possession of uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of the City of 
Boroondara's cultural or natural history (rarity). 
 
NA 
 
CRITERION C: Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of 
the City of Boroondara's cultural or natural history (research potential). 
 
NA 
 
CRITERION D: Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of 
cultural or natural places or environments (representativeness). 
 
The former Motor Garage is of architectural significance as a largely intact example of a 
1920s commercial motor garage. It adopts the common typology of a long shed with a 
pitched roof hidden behind a stepped parapet, and a large vehicular entrance at the 
centre of the façade. Here the window placement mirrors the rise of the parapet. 
 
CRITERION E: Importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics (aesthetic 
significance). 
 
The former Motor Garage is distinguished aesthetically by the use of architectural 
elaboration, in the form of pressed-cement bas-reliefs of classical garlands and orbs 
suspended in a metal frame and adorned with a metal fleur-de-lis atop the two central 
piers. This level of ornament is unusual for the early motor garages in Boroondara, apart 
from the high-style example at 735 Glenferrie Road, designed by architect Christopher 
Cowper. 
 
CRITERION F: Importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement at a particular period (technical significance). 
 
NA 
 
CRITERION G: Strong or special association with a particular community or cultural 
group for social, cultural or spiritual reasons. This includes the significance of a place to 
Indigenous peoples as part of their continuing and developing cultural traditions (social 
significance). 
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NA 
CRITERION H: Special association with the life or works of a person, or group of 
persons, of importance in the City of Boroondara's history (associative significance). 
 
NA 
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Statement of Significance 
 
What is Significant? 
The former Motor Garage at 51-53 Barkers Road, Kew, is significant. Built in 1921 as 
Bayley & Hodgkinson Motor Garage, later operating as the John S Bayley Motor Garage, 
first Roche’s Marysville & Healesville Tourism Services after 1938, and then, until 
recently, McKenzie’s Tourist Service, which first specialised in transport to Yea and 
Alexandra.  
 
It is a brick building, occupying almost its entire site. The roof is gabled, clad in 
corrugated metal, with a small hip at the front. Generally the roof is not visible, and is 
hidden behind the front parapet. The rendered façade is built to the front boundary and is 
a symmetrical composition of five bays with parapets stepping up toward the centre, 
framed by shallow pilasters. The central four pilasters are ornamented with pressed-
cement bas-reliefs. The tall central bay of the parapet has a large recessed area for 
signage and is topped with a timber flagpole. 
 
How is it significant? 
The former Motor Garage is of local historical, architectural and aesthetic significance to 
the City of Boroondara.  
 
Why is it significant? 
The former Motor Garage is of historical significance as a tangible illustration of the rise 
of the automobile in the 1920s, requiring filling stations and repair garages, which 
occupied sites along major roads throughout the city and suburbs. The earliest garages 
such as this one were built to the front boundary, and petrol was supplied from cans or a 
kerbside bowser, only transitioning to a forecourt in the late 1920s. It is also significant for 
its later use, from the late 1930s to recent years, for Roche’s Motor Services and then 
McKenzie’s Tourist Services, both providing bus and coach transport to tourists visiting 
Victorian destinations. (Criterion A) 
 
The former Motor Garage is of architectural significance as a largely intact example of a 
1920s commercial motor garage. It adopts the common typology of a long shed with a 
pitched roof hidden behind a stepped parapet, and a large vehicular entrance at the 
centre of the façade. Here the window placement mirrors the rise of the parapet. It is 
distinguished aesthetically by the use of architectural elaboration, in the form of pressed-
cement bas-reliefs of classical garlands and orbs suspended in a metal frame and 
adorned with a metal fleur-de-lis atop the two central piers. This level of ornament is 
unusual for the early motor garages in Boroondara. (Criteria D & E) 
 
 
Grading and Recommendations 
 
Recommended for inclusion in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay of the Boroondara 
Planning Scheme as an Individually Significant place. 
 
Recommendations for the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay (Clause 43.01) in the 
Boroondara Planning Scheme: 
 
External Paint Colours  
Is a permit required to paint an already painted surface? 

No 

Internal Alteration Controls  
Is a permit required for internal alterations? 

No 

Tree Controls  
Is a permit required to remove a tree? 

No 
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Victorian Heritage Register 
Is the place included on the Victorian Heritage Register? 

No 

Incorporated Plan  
Does an Incorporated Plan apply to the site? 

No 

Outbuildings and fences exemptions  
Are there outbuildings and fences which are not exempt from 
notice and review? 

No 

Prohibited uses may be permitted  
Can a permit be granted to use the place for a use which would 
otherwise be prohibited? 

Yes  

Aboriginal Heritage Place 
Is the place an Aboriginal heritage place which is subject to the 
requirements of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006? 

No 

 
 
Identified By 
P Sanderson, Kew Urban Conservation Study, 1988. Graded ‘B’. 
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