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High Street, north side, looking east. 

 

History 

Establishment and Early Development of Kew 

Charles Grimes, Surveyor General of New South Wales, was charged with the survey of the Port 
Phillip district and discovered the Yarra River in 1803. He and a party travelled up what he called 
the Freshwater River (the Yarra) and after disembarking at Dight’s Falls made a brief survey of 
the land to the east. Reports of the country were mixed – one of the party reflected on the 
quality of the country, while Grimes was not impressed.1  It was not until the mid-1830s that 
settlers and squatters recognised the potential of the country to the east of the Yarra and travelled 
from New South Wales and Van Dieman’s Land to settle the area. 
 

Much of the land in the present day City of Boroondara was taken up as part of a vast pastoral 
estate by John Gardiner, Captain John Hepburn and Joseph Hawdon in 1836. John Gardiner soon 
bought out his partners, but by 1839 had given up the estate and it was reclaimed by the colonial 
government of New South Wales. Robert Hoddle undertook initial surveys of the region in 1837 
and proclaimed the Parish of Boroondara. ‘Boroondara’ was taken from a compilation of 
aboriginal names Hoddle had compiled in his fieldbook, which suggested it was from the 
Woiwurrung language and translated as 'where the ground is thickly shaded'.2  Kew was 
earmarked as farmland and larger blocks were surveyed for this purpose. Bulleen Road (now High 
Street), Cotham Road, Princess Street and Denmark Street had probably already been developed 
as roads and formed the boundaries of Crown portions in Hoddle’s survey. 
 

Under Hoddle’s supervision, T H Nutt carried out further land surveys in 1843 and the first land 
sales in the Parish of Boroondara were held in Sydney shortly after. The survey divided 
Gardiner’s former estate into lots varying between ten and 200 acres in size3. Few of the 
original 150 portions sold in initial auctions. 
 

The discovery of gold in the 1850s brought a massive influx of people to Victoria. The population 
boost and accompanying demand for land prompted further land sales in Kew, and auctions were 
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held in 1851. Allotments that had been slow to sell in previous auctions were more popular and 
some of the prime land close to the river fetched exorbitant sums of 480/- per acre.4 
 

The general area of this precinct, located on both sides of High Street, and part of Cotham Road, 
to the east-north-east of the junction of the five ways (see below), was first sold as three large 
allotments in the Crown Land sales of October 1851. The boundaries of these large lots in part 
followed existing tracks and stock routes, formalising these routes into the principal roads of the 
area which met at the five ways road junction.5 
 

The land that would become Kew Junction formed most of Section 87, which was purchased by 
speculator Mr N A Fenwick at the 1851 land sales. Fenwick bought the land with a view to 
subdivision and the 122 acres of the allotment cost £4/6/ per acre. Section 87 extended from 
the corner of High and Princess Streets, bounded by Eglinton Street to the north and just past 
Derby Street to the west.6 Fenwick employed surveyor George Wharton to survey and lay out 
‘Kew Estate’ (which afterwards gave its name to the suburb) into streets and half-acre 
allotments, which were sold off at substantial profit at £25 apiece.7  Wharton’s plan drew on 
Hoddle’s layout of inner Melbourne and the streets of Kew Estate were laid out in a similar 
fashion: wide streets interspersed with narrow streets.8  Fenwick named the larger streets of Kew 
Estate for English statesmen, including Walpole, Pakington, Derby  and Disraeli. 
 

Following Fenwick’s success, other speculators took up land in the area.  A conglomerate of four 
speculators acquired Section 86, directly to the south of Fenwick’s and bounded by Bulleen Road 
(now High Street) and Cotham Road, in 1852. Another portion of 74 acres, between Cotham Road 
and Denmark Street, was also sold to speculators. These investors quickly resold the allotments 
to others, who then subdivided the land over time.9 Development of the residential allotments was 
rapid, although the quality of the dwellings established was variable. The appeal of Kew was 
heightened by its proximity to Melbourne and by the 1860s it had attracted a relatively high 
proportion of professional and middle class residents. A majority of these were of English 
extraction.10 In 1858, James Bonwick described Kew as ‘…the prettiest place out of the dust of 
Melbourne.’11 
 

Much of the residential and commercial development of the area was concentrated around the 
junction of Bulleen Road (now High Street), Princess Street and Cotham Road, while the land 
along the Yarra River and to the north was developed primarily as market gardens and dairy 
farms. By the 1860s a number of churches had been established in the general area, with schools 
following. 
 

On 4 October 1856 the Roads Board for the Parish of Boroondara was established, comprising 
parts of the suburbs of Hawthorn, Kew and Camberwell. The Board was vigorous in its 
development of the area and expended some £25,000 on local road infrastructure over the 
subsequent four years.12 In 1860, Hawthorn succeeded from the Roads Board of Boroondara to 
establish a separate roads entity. The move was quickly followed by the succession of Kew in 
December 1860. Three years later Kew was proclaimed a Borough. 
 

The concentration of settlement at Kew Junction and away from the Yarra River created problems 
with water shortages. In 1865, a main connecting Kew to the Yan Yean water system was 
constructed down the centre of High Street, terminating at the junction with Cotham Road. In the 
late 1880s, streets branching off High Street at Kew Junction were also connected to the main. At 
this stage, however, street construction did not extend past Eglinton Street, meaning the mains 
followed a similar pattern.13 

 
Kew Junction: Commerce, Transport, Public Buildings & Public Works 
 

With the growth of residential development in Kew, businesses moved in to service the population. 
Establishing premises on High Street, known in earlier times as Bulleen Road or Main Road, 
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shopkeepers benefited from the custom of both the local residents and also from the traffic passing 
through on the way to Lilydale or the Woods Point goldfield.14  According to James Bonwick, 
writing in 1858, Kew was ‘well supplied with stores and the usual tradesmen of a township’, with 
the first storekeeper, reputedly Mr French who established a grocery in August 1853;15 an early 
post office also operated out of a store in Cotham Road from 1856.16  Other early businesses 
included butchers, a blacksmith, bakery, ironmongery, painter, bootmaker, drapers and a chemist. 
The Prospect Hill Hotel opened in 1857 (today the Dan Murphy store at 299 High Street17); and the 
Greyhound Hotel (today the Skinny Dog Hotel at 151-55 High Street) in 1874.18 
 

Construction continued around Cotham Road and High Street, which were cemented as social and 
commercial centres by the 1860s. James Moragan added to the development of High Street with 
construction of a series of wooden shops and dwellings between Charles Street and Highbury 
Grove circa 1863, which he rented out to various tenants.19  The pace of development in the rest 
of Kew, however, was effected by its isolation and the barrier presented by the river. Despite 
construction of the Johnston Street Bridge (1858), a punt across the Yarra (c.1860) and the 
Victoria Bridge (1884) which connected Kew with the inner suburbs, development of public 
transport was slow. 
 

The (then) Borough of Kew experienced generally slow but steady growth in the middle years of 
the nineteenth century. The number of businesses also grew, concentrated in the area to the 
east of the five ways road junction, up to the intersection of High Street and Cotham Road. The 
name ‘Kew Junction’ was generally given to this area, between the five ways ‘junction’ and the 
High Street/Cotham Road ‘junction’. 
 

High Street was also modified in this period. Before 1865 the road was much steeper in this area, 
but was regraded by the Borough Council through lowering the street level (by about one metre, 
or three or four feet) at the intersection with Cotham Road; and also infilling a hollow between 
Brougham and Princess streets.20 
 

By the 1870s and 1880s the prosperity of Kew had increased sufficiently for the opening of 
several bank branches. After initially operating out of existing buildings, the ES & A Bank 
moved into a purpose built premises in 1884 (175 High Street), with the National Bank of 
Australasia doing the same in 1888 (185 High Street).21  The 1888 National Bank replaced an 
earlier branch of the bank located at 87 High Street in 1885. The new premises were 
designed by architects George Inskip and W E Robertson. The branch incorporated a 
residence at the rear of the banking chamber and on the second floor of the building.22 
 

The ES & A Bank was designed by prominent architects Leonard Terry and Percy Oakden, who 
were responsible for the design of a number of ES & A banks, including branches at Ascot Vale, 
Brighton, Hawthorn, Melbourne, Oakleigh, South Melbourne and Windsor. The partnership of 
Terry and Oakden formed in 1874, although the partners retained an individual approach to their 
design work. Terry, often in partnership with Oakden, was also responsible for the design of 
many buildings included in the Victorian Heritage Register which, in addition to banks, included 
churches and residences. Plans for the Kew building indicate that it had a banking chamber and 
hall, as well as rooms for tellers, ledgers, the manager and a strong room. The second floor of 
the building was presumably used as the manager’s residence.23 
 

Kew was serviced primarily by horse drawn trams and omnibuses prior to its connection to the rail 
network. The Kew and Hawthorn Omnibus Co., which had stables in Denmark Street, serviced 
several short routes around Kew and into neighbouring suburbs.24 The promise of a railway line in 
the 1880s prompted further development and subdivision. 
 

With the boom of the 1880s, the population of Kew increased, growing to 7462 by 1891, followed 
by a more moderate increase to 8119 inhabitants by 1901. The horse-drawn tram service, 
beginning in December 1887, conveyed passengers to and from the Boroondara Cemetery to the 
east of the precinct area, down High Street and along Barkers Road, before turning west to 
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Victoria Bridge. The Kew spur railway line also opened about this time, with the Kew railway 
station located to the south of the precinct area, on the corner of Denmark and Wellington streets 
(on land now occupied by the VicRoads complex).25  The short spur line connected Kew to the 
eastern suburbs lines at Hawthorn railway station, via the Barker railway station on Barkers 
Road. A frequent rail service was still in operation at least until 1939, with a rail service running 
daily to Hawthorn in peak times. Off peak, a rail motor coach service travelled via Denmark and 
Power streets, bypassing the Barker railway station site. The spur line was formally closed on 13 
May 1957.26 
 

The depression of the 1890s effectively halted subdivision and construction in Kew and a number 
of planned estates failed. Despite agitation for the electrification of tramways along High Street, 
the service remained horse drawn for a number of years. The Borough of Kew also attempted to 
garner support for a large public transport scheme, which included the establishment of a tram link 
along Glenferrie Road to St Kilda. Construction of the project commenced prior to the outbreak of 
World  War I, but lack of funds thereafter meant it was put on hold. By 1914, trams in Glenferrie 
Road, Cotham Road, Burke Road and the former horse tram route had been electrified.27  

Construction of the tramway along Barkers Road and High Street was commenced in 1915 and 
completed soon thereafter. Transport continued to impact on the success of development, and 
much subdivision was concentrated in undeveloped areas of East Kew, where further tram lines 
were planned. 
 

The complex of (former) public buildings on the triangular allotment at the corner of High Street 
and Cotham Road, comprising a post office (VHR 885; HO68), court house and police station 
(VHR994; HO69), were also opened in 1888, at a cost of £10,000.28  The buildings were designed 
by the Public Works Department architect, J Harvey, with the design accommodating the apex of 
the road junctions.29  Other buildings constructed in the late nineteenth century include terrace 
rows of two storey shops and commercial buildings at 121-127 High Street, 169-173 High Street, 
283-291 High Street and 315-319 High Street. 
 

The Kew War Memorial (VHR 2035; HO572), prominently located in the small triangle of land on 
the west side of the public buildings complex, was erected by Kew Council in 1925 to honour 
soldiers from Kew who had fought and died in the Great War (World War I). Architect Harry 
Tompkins was responsible for the design, submitted while he was (for a time) Mayor of Kew.  The 
memorial is regarded as a particularly fine example of a Classical style war memorial, built of 
granite and marble  in a circular temple form, supported on Ionic columns. Together with the 
court house, police station and post office, the memorial contributes to what is considered to be a 
very fine civic precinct, the components of which are all identified as being of significance to the 
State of Victoria.30 
 

Interestingly, Harry Tompkins was also responsible for the design of other buildings in the precinct 
in this period, including 176–180 High Street (no longer extant), and the existing buildings at 221 
(modified), 223-225 and 305 High Street, all built in the early 1920s.31 
 

The Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works (MMBW) plan for the area in 1902 shows that by 
this time, the frontages to High Street between the five ways junction and Cotham Road had been 
closely developed. The plan indicates that a majority of the buildings are of brick construction, 
however at that time some timber buildings remained. Development to the north-east of this 
area is not as  dense, with several vacant frontages and some residential development, 
particularly on the south side of High Street. 
 

Writing in 1910, Barnard describes the junction area as ‘the business portion of the Borough’. 
The Prospect Hill area, located on High Street to the east of the intersection of High and Union 
streets, is described as being ‘almost joined by business premises with the more important part 
between the Post Office and the Junction’, where once it was a separate commercial centre. 
Barnard was less complementary about the buildings themselves, stating ‘The shop architecture 

Urban Planning Special Committee Agenda 20/07/2020

City of Boroondara Attachment 3.1.4 432



CITY OF BOROONDARA MUNICIPAL-WIDE HERITAGE GAP STUDY 

241 

of Kew is unfortunately in many cases not attractive....why pull it down before it is absolutely 
necessary seems to be the prevailing policy.’32 
 

By the 1920s and 1930s however, many of the older premises had been redeveloped and new 
shop buildings were being constructed; in some cases, new shopfronts were also added to 
existing buildings in this period. Buildings within the precinct which generally date from the 
interwar era include 137-141  - 149, 305-311, 321-323, 325-333, 142-146 and 154-160 High 
Street. Number 234-248 High Street is a Victorian era terrace row, the façade of which was 
remodelled in c.1930-40. An oblique aerial photograph of Kew Junction from this period (c.1925-
35, see Figure 9 below) indicates that few timber buildings remained by this time, however many 
awnings and post-supported verandahs are still apparent to the street. 
 

This period of development in the precinct corresponded with the opening of the electric tramway 
along High Street in 1915, and a large increase in the local population of Kew between about 
1920 and the early 1930s. Additionally, Council passed a by-law in 1927 that forbade the 
establishment of any new industries, commercial ventures or places of amusement within the 
City boundaries, effectively ensuring the residential character of the municipality. Exceptions 
were made for main roads and intersections in Kew, allowing for the establishment of shops in 
these areas and effectively isolating these types of development in pockets such as Kew 
Junction.33 
 

Car ownership had been steadily increasing since the 1920s, although relatively low numbers of 
Victorians owned cars until the 1950s. In 1948, General Motors-Holden began production of the 
Holden Sedan, a relatively inexpensive family model which catered for the increasing demand 
from families and boosted car sales.34  With the subsequent increase in car ownership, the 
problem of Kew’s isolation from public transport began to disappear; car ownership was also 
affordable for Kew’s large middle class population. 
 

The increase in car ownership created problems at Kew Junction, especially on High Street, 
although traffic congestion along the street had been recognised as a problem as early as 1920. A 
project to widen the street commenced in 1934 when Council acquired approximately 80 metres 
of (linear) land on the south side of the street between Fenton Way (near Cotham Road) and 
Denmark Street, which allowed the road to be widened by approximately four metres (12 feet) 
and also the footpath to be increased in width.35  Retail and commercial buildings were 
subsequently constructed on the new road alignment (south side of High Street) where many 
buildings of the interwar era are now concentrated. 
 

The road widening project was not fully completed, however, with a portion at each end of the 
widened section of High Street remaining unchanged. Congestion therefore remained a problem 
with the narrow ends of this section of the street, and in 1943 Town Clerk W D Birrell urged the 
completion of the project, but this did not eventuate. In 1954, Kew was identified as a major 
traffic corridor in the Board of Works Planning Scheme, and earmarked for the development of 
new roads to deal with the congestion.36  High Street was eventually declared a metropolitan 
highway in February 1957, and the work to complete the widening was undertaken.37  The 
identified need for increased road infrastructure also culminated in the eventual construction of 
the Eastern Freeway which, while reducing traffic through the suburb and heavy traffic zones like 
Kew Junction, also effectively cut the south of the suburb off from the Yarra River and parklands 
in the north. 
 

The widening also impacted on the form of the five ways junction, in particular opening it up 
(through demolition of buildings) on the north side of High Street where the street meets the east 
side of the junction, and realigning the corner at Princess Street. The junction, pre-widening, can be 
seen in the oblique aerial image at Figure 9. 
 

Save for these later works, the majority of the precinct appears to have been substantially 
developed by World War II. Development since that time has included the (ongoing) replacement 
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of many original or early ground floor shopfronts, removal of post-supported verandahs and 
erection of cantilevered awnings, and overpainting of some upper level (first floor) façades. 
Individual allotments have also been redeveloped, with the original buildings removed and 
replaced by post-WWII infill development. 
 

As part of a State-wide restructure of local government, the City of Kew was incorporated into the 
larger City of Boroondara in 1996. 
 
Mid-Twentieth Businesses at Kew Junction 
 

The following list is a ‘snap shot’ of businesses at Kew Junction in the middle decades of the 
twentieth century, including several of long-standing. It begins in the interwar era and continues 
through to the 1960s, and has been compiled from Sands and MacDougal Directories of 1920-1965. 
All dates are approximate. 
 

 142–4 High Street – H, Seligman; Upholsterer. 1945 – 1965 

 174 High Street – Elizabeth of Kew; Miliner. 1945 – 1965 

 192 – 196 High Street – Miss V A Cornish; Estate Agent. 1935 – 1965 

 198 High Street – L Mas; Hairdresser. 1945 – 1965 

 242 High Street – Arthur Snell. 1925 – 1965 

 242 High Street – Mrs E Newman. 1925 – 1955 

 119 High Street – Ritchie & Long; shoe store. 1945 – 1965 

 121 High Street – Appleton & Wright; Mercer. 1935 – 1965 

 127 High Street – H Holmes & Son; ironmongers. 1920 – 1965 

 129 High Street - H J & J L Marsh; Butchers. 1920 – 1965 

 133-35 High Street – J P Aarons; Electrical engineers. 1945 – 1965 

 137 High Street – Basile & Palamara; Fruiterers. 1927-1942 

 139 High Street – AG Carter; Boot repairer. 1927-1942 

 153-55 High Street – Charles Turnley. 1935 – 1965 

 157-63 High Street – G J Coles & Co Ld; Fancy Goods. 1955 – 1965 

 159–61 High Street – Crofts Stores; Grocers. 1935 - 1955 

 171 High Street – Carol Smith; Ladies Drapers. 1945 – 1965 

 181 High Street – Crook National Stores; Grocers. 1945 – 1965 

 189 High Street – P Cohen; Hairdresser. 1920 – 1955 

 197 High Street – Langknitt Drapery (formerly Langham Knitting Mills). 1935 – 1965 

 199 High Street – ‘L’Argent’; Ladies Hairdresser. 1945 – 1965 

 211 High Street – Bob Stewart; Mercer. (formerly Mrs A Stewart). 1935 – 1965 
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 217 High Street – S Famularo; Fruiterer. 1935 – 1955 

 219 High Street – ‘The Mayflower’, Art Needlework. (formerly Mrs G E Thurman, 
Art Needlework). 1935 – 1965 

 223-25 High Street - Miss G V Twiss; Milliner. 1945 – 1965 

 317 High Street – C A Skiptaris; Fishmonger. 1945 – 1965 

 331 High Street – Arnette, First. (formerly ‘Naenette’), 1945 – 1965 (Lovell Chen, 2010) 

 

 

Figure 1  Parish of Boroondara, original survey portions. 
Source: Barnard, 1910. 
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Figure 2 Extract from MMBW plan 1581, 1903. The plan shows the intersection of High Street 
and Cotham Road. Note the post office on the triangular site. 
Source: State Library of Victoria. 

 

 
Figure 3 High Street in the 1890s, looking east; the five ways road junction is at bottom 

of picture. The then recently completed post office is indicated by the arrow. 
Source: State Library of Victoria. 
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Figure 4 High Street in c.1900 looking west. Note the horse drawn tram. 

Source: State Library of Victoria. 
 

 
Figure 5 Looking south-west along High Street in the post-WWII period. The War Memorial (just 

visible) and junction with Cotham Road are at left. 
Source: State Library of Victoria. 
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Figure 6 Kew Railway Station, c.1890, today the site of the VicRoads complex in 

Denmark Street, Kew (just outside the precinct area). 
Source: State Library of Victoria. 

 

Description 

The Kew Junction Commercial Heritage Precinct has a predominantly retail and commercial built form 
character. The valued heritage buildings form several substantially contiguous groups along both the 
north and south sides of High Street, east of the five ways junction; extend into Cotham Road from  
the junction with High Street; and break up into smaller non-contiguous groups of heritage buildings 
further east on High Street. The key focal point within the precinct is the very distinguished group of 
former public buildings concentrated in the post office, police station and court house complex on the 
landmark triangular site at the junction of High Street and Cotham Road. The significance of this civic 
group is recognised through their individual inclusion in the Victorian Heritage Register and the 
Heritage Overlay. The five ways junction, although located immediately outside the precinct boundary, 
is also highly visible from within the precinct. 

The majority of buildings are two-storey terraces, with ground floor shopfronts, parapeted first floors, 
and zero setbacks to the main street frontages. There are also some single storey examples, and larger 
commercial buildings some of which have corner presentations. Roofs and chimneys are typically not 
prominent (i.e. not highly visible), and include hipped roof forms, and skillion or single- pitched roofs. 
Awnings, which have replaced original verandahs in most instances, are principally cantilever types 
with boxed soffits and standard-depth fascias. The upper (first) floors of the buildings generally have a 
comparatively high level of intactness, albeit some original unpainted surfaces have been overpainted. 
Most ground level facades/shopfronts have been altered, although some of long standing remain (of 
some age if not necessarily original) and are contributory elements; these include those at 137, 141, 
158, 160, 172, 174, 192-196, 198, 234-248 High Street. 

The built form extends back into the properties, where outbuildings, carparking spaces, etc, are located 
to the rears, many with ROW rear access. In some cases, the rear yards of the original allotments have 
also been truncated and presumably subdivided and given over to common or public carparking areas. 
Some buildings, including in particular on the north side of High Street, also have angled (or cranked) 
footprints behind their street frontages, following the irregular allotment plans (as can be seen in 
Figure 9). 
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Figure 7 Junction of High Street and Cotham Road, with former Kew Post Office (VHR 885; 
HO68), and adjacent Memorial (VHR 2035; HO572), at centre. 

 

 

Figure 8 High Street, south side, looking towards intersection with Cotham Road. 
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Figure 9 Oblique aerial photograph looking south-west (High Street at centre) towards the five 
ways road junction (at top of image) c.1925-35. Note the irregular (angled) allotments 
on the north side of High Street (right half of picture). 

Source: State Library of Victoria 

As is typical of historic retail strips, the precinct is generally linear in nature with the valued built form 
presenting as a ‘wall’ of building frontages. This ‘wall’, including in views looking up High Street from 
the west at the five ways junction, has a generally consistent two-storey scale (as can be seen in the 
images included in this citation). The majority of architectural detailing is also concentrated in the 
visible streetscape facades, with the precinct therefore deriving much of its heritage character from the 
building frontages, as opposed to appreciating the three dimensional form of buildings. The exception 
to this is of course the corner buildings in the precinct, and the public buildings on their triangular 
central site. 

It is also the case that in most instances the rear areas and elements of the graded properties 
(outbuildings, carparks, etc) tend to be of little or no heritage interest. 

Also as is typical with commercial precincts, signage, colourful advertising and shop names are 
abundant, generally found on the fascias of awnings/verandahs, in windows and on parapets, or 
attached to first floor facades as detached signs, or screens. In some cases, the latter include whole of 
façade screens which conceal original walls/fabric beneath, as occurs with two of the terraces at 10- 16 
Cotham Road. 

The majority of built form within the precinct boundaries dates from the Victorian and interwar eras, 
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with some more limited Federation and post-WWII development (up to the 1960s). While this area of 
Kew was first developed in the late 1850s and 1860s, no individual buildings or built form fabric from 
this early period, including original timber buildings, have been identified as part of this assessment, 
although early building components may remain behind existing street frontages or located within 
property allotments where they are not obvious or discernible in streetscape investigations. 

 

Architectural analysis 

Commercial Italianate (terraces) 

The oldest buildings in the precinct are predominantly in the adapted Renaissance revival style,38 
typical of terraced shops in Melbourne of the 1880s, as at 6-16 Cotham Road, 169-173 High Street or 
283-291 High Street. This style and approach to commercial building design was widespread in inner 
suburban shopping strips, including elsewhere in Boroondara as at Camberwell and Hawthorn. The 
terraces variously have balustraded or moulded parapets; elaborate cornices and friezes with a 
moulding over the central bay; some of the friezes have sculpted festoons or swags; other elements 
include moulded string courses at the window sills and arch springing points; round or stilted 
segmental arches over paired upper-storey windows; and squared piers which often support urn or orb 
finials. Chimneys usually have plain stacks and broad, elaborately sculpted cornices finished in stucco. 
Classical orders are not normally used in these frontages, although informal Italian Romanesque 
columns derived from Corinthian support arches are evident in some fronts, as with the triple arcade at 
115 High Street. 

Free-standing Italianate & Renaissance Revival 

Larger Kew Junction buildings such as Inskip and Robertson’s splendid National Bank of Australasia 
(HO67) at 185 High Street (1888) continue this style in ways similar to the larger banks and hotels in 
Camberwell or Hawthorn. The National Bank building also has clear parallels with the Commercial Bank 
at the Glenferrie Road-Burwood Road corner (c.1887), the Hawthorn Hotel in Burwood Road (1888), 
and the Palace Hotel in Burke Road (1887-8). Free-standing Italianate buildings generally display a 
more extensive set of Renaissance detailing than is seen in commercial terrace buildings. The National 
Bank building, for example, uses a sculpted stone-fronted base, pilasters on each level, sculpted 
pediments and spandrels, rusticated stone effects on the lower storey, lugged aedicules around the 
upper and some ground floor windows, a cartouche frieze with relief consoles, and a full set of orbed 
finials set above gabled piers. In date this building comes near the close of consistent Renaissance 
revival usage, and has additional Mannerist39 elements such as scroll pediments and ‘quasi’ orders, 
where fragments of floral Corinthian (upper storey) and Doric fluting (ground storey) are spread across 
each pilaster. The timber window frames are fully sculpted in Renaissance mouldings, a device seen on 
major city buildings of the time such as Sulman and Power’s Ross House in Flinders Lane, Melbourne. 

Commercial Gothic 

The most conspicuous example of this style in the precinct is 175 High Street, the former ES & A Bank 
of 1884; it also has parallels with Guyon Purchas’ Wilton at 63 Cotham Road, outside the precinct and 
now the Kew RSL (1886).40  The treatment of exposed Hawthorn brick with stucco parapets, courses 
and arch dressings draws on the earlier Gothic banks of architect William Wardell and others, 
influences which also appear in Wardell’s own (former ES & A Bank of 1885) at the corner of Burke  
and Riversdale roads, Hawthorn East (Camberwell Junction).41 

 Late 19th Century English Queen Anne Revival (‘Queen Anne’) 

In the late 1880s-c.1890, several buildings in the precinct adopted a mode which can be described as 
‘Queen Anne’. These include the aforementioned police station, court house and post office at the 
junction of High Street and Cotham Road (1886, 1888). Several other commercial frontages are in  this 
manner, as at 119-127 and 315-319 High Street. The National Bank of Australasia also has several of 
these touches in amongst its otherwise late Renaissance revivalism. These elements, which are evident 
across the exteriors of the post office and court house buildings, include vertically exaggerated 
pediments resembling equilateral triangles; extruded triglyph or flute mouldings;   exposed face brick 
on both storeys (sometimes over-painted here); and small pediments supported on relief consoles. The 
public buildings also show another characteristic detail of this early free style: exposed face brick 
chimneys criss-crossed by ‘strapwork’ and string courses of raised and angled brick headers. This is 
additionally seen in many surrounding houses and recurs along with a typically early free style 
frontage, at 315-319 High Street. 
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While ‘Queen Anne’ is a term which is often applied to these designs,42 the term more accurately  
refers to London and other British buildings of Queen Anne’s time, before 1713. It was later applied  to 
early free style London architecture of the 1860s and 1870s, associated with Norman Shaw, Eden 
Nesfield and others in a circle influenced by the aesthetic movement, and exploring both open internal 
planning and the direct expression of materials and internal function. Apart from exposed face brick, 
fanciful gabling and stuccoed window trim, however, this work differed from the original Queen Anne  
in most other respects. As Norman Shaw and others worked with free treatments of asymmetrical 
house design, this term was extended to cover new and reforming architecture outside Britain, as with 
North America’s 1880s Shingle Style and Australian architecture of the Federation period (the late 
1880s to c. 1915).43  Bernard Smith and others have also considered this architecture as reflecting a 
distinct Australian Federation style.44 

Early 20th Century (1900s-1920s) 

Some early twentieth century buildings in the precinct are in a more Classically and Baroque-based 
mode, as in the shop buildings at 141-143 High Street. Of the latter the rustication, raised flat panels 
and swags have been influenced by the contemporary revival of ‘English Renaissance’ (now known as 
Edwardian Baroque)45 common in the 1900s. Ionic was the preferred order in Australia’s Baroque 
Revival of c.1895-1925, but Baroque Mannerism and formal complexity often vied with Greek classical 
purism in designs from this period, spurred by Greek hero-mythologizing in World War I.46  This 
Classical purist tendency gained ground on the Baroque after c.1914, influenced by architectural shifts 
in the United States and France.47 

The next major group of buildings in the precinct in this period is a range of commercial buildings 
dating from the 1910s-1920s, in both single- and double-storey forms. The single-storey buildings 
typically have a deep upper parapet, some framed in brick-coursing, covered in stucco, and retaining 
hints of Art Nouveau or Arts and Crafts influences. Ground floor shop fronts may also retain tile 
detailing, window framing, top lights over doors, and also clerestory windows above the awning to 
draw in natural light. Examples include 145-149, 179-183 High Street and 40-52 Cotham Road. 

The two-storey buildings of this period extend the single-storey approach at ground floor level, with 
generally unadorned first floors. These include 198-202 High Street, overpainted but with corbelled 
piers and paired windows sitting on heavy bracketed sills; 305-311 and 321-323 High Street. Number 
192-196 High Street is similarly plain but with clinker brick colour relief in course lines and window  
sills to the first floor façade. Somewhat more complex treatments are seen in 113 High Street, which 
has a recessed balcony and bracketed cornice over a signage panel; 119 High Street, with 
‘mortarboard’-capped piers and a reversed arch above the awning; the former butcher’s at 129-131 
High Street, with a broad curving cornice and signage panel in the parapet; 137-139 High Street, with 
a Serlian window to the recessed balcony and clinker brick accents; 201-203 High Street, with flat 
projecting panels recalling the Edwardian Baroque; 213-219 High Street, with five scooped or curved 
brick parapet bays in a plain face brick; and 223-225 High Street, an asymmetrical front with three 
rusticated piers and non-original windows. Almost all these frontages also have clerestory windows to 
let in light above the awnings. 

Late interwar and immediately post-war (1930s-1950s) 

A large number of commercial buildings in the precinct date from this period, when modern ‘functional’ 
(unornamented) architecture was being absorbed into Australian practice.  The building frontages are 
marked by continued colouration through the use of courses of clinker, glazed brick and some stucco. 
Tudor and Old English styles were popular in residential architecture, and this influence was reflected in 
some commercial buildings, where gables and clinker brick distinguished the street elevations. These 
include 142-146 and 154-160 High Street which are vaguely Medieval in character and emphasise this 
with exposed face brick. Number 154-160 High Street extends this with diagonal brickwork treatment, 
although its windows are modernist double-hung sashes with horizontally emphasised glazing bars. 

 

Other examples from this period are ‘parapet’ types, generally with a pitched roof behind or possibly a 
single-pitch roof sloping away from the street. Among the two-storey buildings of this type, 325-333 
High Street is unusual in its use of stepped and pent parapet lines. Many have been overpainted and 
previously relied on varied brick texture and colour for relief. Those that retain unpainted exposed 
brickwork include the tapestry and clinker brick building at 162-164 High Street, and the cream brick 
of 254-256 High Street. 
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1960s & Beyond 

Several of the buildings from this later era are typical but nevertheless competent designs for their 
period. Those which contribute to the precinct include the ANZ Bank building at 176 High Street, and 
the former Commercial Banking Corporation of Sydney (CBC) bank branch, the (current) Silk Gallery 
building on the opposite corner at 178 High Street, with its associated single-storey shops to Fenton 
Way.  

 

Comparative Analysis 

The Kew Junction Commercial Heritage Precinct focused on Kew Junction is similar to many inner and 
middle-ring historic commercial strips and shopping centres in Melbourne which had their origins in the 
mid-nineteenth century, but lost all or most of their original timber shops and first generation 
commercial buildings. Camberwell Junction compares in this way, although some commercial buildings 
from the 1850s and 1860s survive in Fitzroy and Richmond. The precinct, while lacking a major 
transport presence such as a centrally placed railway station (as at Burke Road, Camberwell, Glenferrie 
Road, Hawthorn or Maling Road, Canterbury), does have some civic presence in the very distinguished 
group of former public buildings (post office, police station and court house) complemented by the War 
Memorial, located on the prominent triangular site at the corner of High Street and Cotham Road. The 
significance of this civic group is recognised through their individual inclusion in the Victorian Heritage 
Register and the Heritage Overlay. 

The precinct also compares favourably with other historic commercial precincts in retaining a relatively 
high proportion of intact upper (first) floor facades. This goes beyond Boroondara examples to include 
retail precincts in Fitzroy (Smith and Brunswick streets); Richmond (Swan Street and Bridge Road); and 
Prahran/South Yarra (Chapel and Greville streets). 

While the Kew Junction Commercial Heritage Precinct lacks the concentrated and often exuberant 
Victorian and early twentieth century character of Glenferrie Road, or the aforementioned Brunswick, 
Smith, Chapel and Greville streets, it has a notable collection of interwar (1920s and 1930s) 
commercial and retail buildings. The precinct also compares favourably in this context through retaining 
some interwar ground floor shopfronts, although as with the other comparable historic shopping strips 
most earlier shopfronts have been removed/replaced. 

 

 

Assessment Against Criteria 
HERCON Criteria 

Criterion A - Importance to the course, or pattern, of the City of Boroondara’s cultural history. 

The Kew Junction Commercial Heritage Precinct is of local historical significance. From the mid- 
nineteenth century, this area of Kew Junction has been a commercial centre and more broadly a civic 
and social focus for residents of Kew, attracting many prominent public and commercial buildings as 
well as numerous local businesses established and supported by the community over many decades. 
The earliest businesses on High Street were established in the 1850s, when the street served local 
residents as well as traffic passing on the road to Lilydale or beyond to the Woods Point goldfield. As 
the number of businesses grew, they were concentrated in the area to the east of the five ways road 
junction, and up to the intersection of High Street and Cotham Road. This is now known as ‘Kew 
Junction’, after the intersections of the principal roads in the area. The local growth in population and 
prosperity in the later decades of the nineteenth century attracted banks, hotels, a variety of 
merchants, a horse-drawn bus/tram service, and the Kew spur railway line. This burst in growth and 
development culminated in the late 1880s in the outstanding complex of public buildings (post office, 
court house and police station) constructed on the prominent and elevated triangular site at the 
junction of High Street and Cotham Road. The significance of this civic group is recognised through 
their individual inclusion in the Victorian Heritage Register and the Heritage Overlay. Later, after a 
section of High Street was widened in 1934 to relieve traffic congestion, a number of retail and 
commercial buildings were constructed on the new road alignment (south side of High Street), adding 
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to the growing number of interwar era commercial buildings. In the 1950s, when Kew was identified 
as a major traffic corridor in the Board of Works Planning Scheme, and High Street was declared a 
metropolitan highway, additional road widening was undertaken which in particular impacted on the 
form of the five ways junction, opening it up through demolition of buildings on the north side of High 
Street. 

 

Criterion B - Possession of uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of the City of Boroondara’s 
cultural history. 

Not applicable 

 

Criterion C - Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of the 
City of Boroondara’s cultural history. 

Not applicable 

 

Criterion D - Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of cultural 
places or objects. 

The Kew Junction Commercial Heritage Precinct is significant for demonstrating several of the 
principal characteristics of historic retail strips/shopping centres in inner and middle-ring suburbs of 
Melbourne. These include the comparatively high level of intact and parapeted first floor façades, in 
contrast to   the ground floor shopfronts which have often been altered/replaced; and the generally 
linear nature of the precinct, whereby the valued built form presents as a ‘wall’ of building frontages 
with the majority of architectural detailing concentrated in the streetscape facades. The precinct is 
also similar to other historic commercial centres which had their origins in the mid-nineteenth century 
but have substantially lost their original timber shops and first generation commercial buildings. 

 

Criterion E - Importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics. 

The Kew Junction Commercial Heritage Precinct is of local architectural significance. It retains many 
comparatively intact buildings constructed in the second half of the nineteenth century through to the 
first half of the twentieth century, some of which are architecturally distinguished. The precinct also 
has several focal points, including the five ways junction and the notable group of former public 
buildings on the landmark triangular corner site at the junction of High Street and Cotham Road. 
Architectural styles evident in the precinct include Italianate and Renaissance Revival, Commercial 
Gothic, Queen Anne, Baroque influenced buildings of the early twentieth century, and a rich collection 
of interwar buildings displaying Art Deco characteristics. While the precinct may lack the 
concentrated and often exuberant Victorian and early twentieth century character of comparable 
retail precincts in Boroondara and outside the municipality, it has a notable collection of interwar 
(1920s and 1930s) commercial and retail buildings. 

 

Criterion F - Importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement at 
a particular period. 

Not applicable 

 

Criterion G - Strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for 
social, cultural or spiritual reasons. This includes the significance of a place to Indigenous 
peoples as part of the continuing and developing cultural traditions. 

The Kew Junction Commercial Heritage Precinct is of local social significance, as the focus of retail, 
commercial and some civic activity in Kew for over 150 years. 
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Criterion H - Special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 
importance in City of Boroondara’s history. 

Not applicable 

 

Significant sites within the precinct 

Former A W Padbury & Co, Funeral Parlour 13-15 Cotham Road 

The former premises of the A W Padbury & Co., funeral directors, is of architectural and historical 
significance at a local level. The building, a two-storey rendered brick interwar structure, was purpose-
built as a funeral home, replacing or refurbishing an earlier parlour. It incorporates details and features 
which are distinctive and demonstrate this historic use: There is a central carriageway through the 
building, leading to a rear parking area, for the passage of hearses and a chapel and reception rooms 
to the west side of the carriageway. The chapel entry is marked by a small cantilever canopy, 
incorporating decorative metal detailing and adjoins a tripartite Gothic-arch form window, marking the 
chapel. Label moulds, terminating in cement decorations, frame the ground floor and some of the first 
floor openings, giving the building an ecclesiastical flavour that also assist in demonstrating its original 
use. The building, although now used for a different purpose than its  original one, retains a high level 
of external intactness and is also of historic significance for its association with one of Kew’s pioneer 
families. The parlour was the first of several operated by the firm in Melbourne’s eastern suburbs in the 
inter-war years. 

The Block, 6-16 Cotham Road 

The Block is a row of five rendered brick late Victorian two-storey shop buildings, designed as a   
unified whole, and is of architectural and historical significance at a local level. Constructed in c.  1900, 
the shop row retains a high level of ornamentation to the first floor level, although the upper facades of 
6-10 Cotham Road are presently screened from view by signage. The building is less common in the 
precinct context in that it comprises a row of shops, constructed as a single event, in a streetscape 
where historic commercial premises are more commonly single shop buildings. The Victorian shop row 
form, which is much more common in the inner suburbs north and south of the city centre, is less 
common in the Kew context. The degree of ornamentation and scale of the building  may have been a 
response to the prominent siting of the buildings, at the historic civic heart of Kew, opposite the Post 
Office and Court House. 

 115 High Street 

115 High Street, a two storey rendered brick late Victorian shop building, is of architectural and 
historical significance at a local level. Within the context of the Kew Junction Precinct the building 
displays a number of distinctive and uncommon architectural details including an inset colonnaded 
balcony, set above a frieze of cast ironwork. Its cement decoration is accomplished with escutcheons 
set flanking the centre arch and a scallop shell infilling the segmental pediment. The inset balcony 
form, while seen in other later buildings contained within the precinct is not demonstrated elsewhere in 
buildings of this date. 

National Bank of Australasia, 185 High Street 

The former National Bank of Australasia, a two storey brick and render Victorian building is of 
architectural and historical significance at a local level as reflected by its individual inclusion in the 
Schedule to the Heritage Overlay as place number HO67. Prominently sited and addressing the north- 
east corner of High Street and Walpole Street, the bank retains significant Italianate ornamentation. 
This is demonstrated in its moulded pediment, the window framing and engaged pilasters as well as 
the rich decoration incorporating cartouches displaying the banks insignia which surround the arched 
window heads to the ground floor. The building retains a high level of intact external detail, including 
original painted timber doors studded with decorative bosses to the corner splay and a fanlight above, 
as well as much of its timber window framing. Sited opposite the former Kew Court House and Post 
Office complex, the subject building reinforces the significance of this important civic group and is of 
considerable historical and architectural significance in its own right. A heritage citation (number 69)  is 
included for the National Bank in the City of Kew Urban Conservation Study, 1988. 

315-319 High Street 

The former Goss’ Buildings, constructed in 1890 and adopting an early Federation Anglo-Dutch form 
and decoration, are of architectural and historical significance at a local level. The building comprises  a 
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terrace row of three two-storey shop and dwellings, constructed of red face brick incorporating 
horizontal banding of cream brickwork, and elaborate cement render decoration. The first floor 
elevation retains a high level of intactness, including its unpainted brick finish, cement decoration and 
window framing, and original sash windows to all three shops. The central parapet element, above  the 
date of construction has however been removed. The building retains the capitals of the pilasters to the 
ground floor facade, visible above the modern cantilever awning. Flanked by buildings constructed 20 
to 30 years later than the subject building, Goss’s Buildings are a significant early shop row of 
considerable scale and detailing in what was at its time of construction, an area of Kew which was 
slower to develop in a commercial sense, as evidenced by the date of construction of the surrounding 
buildings. 

154-160 High Street 

The row of four brick two-storey interwar shop buildings is of architectural and historical significance   
at a local level. In 1934 the then City of Kew had acquired land along the south side of High Street 
between Denmark Street and Fenton Street, to permit both road and footpath widening works. The 
building was one of a number of shop premises constructed after the works were completed in the mid 
1930s. The building, similarly to the neighbouring shop buildings to 142-146, 162-164 and 170-174 
High Street, also constructed at this time, skilfully utilises a variety of different brick types and  
finishes. Here though the decorative effect is entirely reliant on the finish and patterning of the   bricks, 
there being no render or pressed cement decoration in evidence. Symmetrically realised and with 
gablets enclosing a series of unusual semicircular brick projecting window heads, the building retains 
its original umber terrracota tiled roof and narrow eaves, projecting out over stepped courses  of very 
narrow bricks. The shop to 160 High Street retains its ground floor shopfront intact, apart  from the 
tiling. 

War Memorial, High Street 

The Kew War Memorial is included in the Victorian Heritage Register as place number H2035 for its 
architectural, historical and social significance to the State of Victoria, and is identified as HO572 in   
the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay. In addition to its State significance, the Kew War Memorial is of 
local significance as the memorial to commemorate the citizens of Kew who were lost in World War I. 
The memorial is located on a highly prominent site within the commercial precinct at the intersection  
of High Street and Cotham Road, and is the key focal point of the group of civic buildings within the 
precinct. A heritage citation (number 81) is included for the Kew War Memorial in the City of Kew 
Urban Conservation Study, 1988. 

Former Kew Post Office, 186 High Street 

The former Kew Post Office is included in the Victorian Heritage Register as place number H0885 for its 
historic and architectural significance to the State of Victoria, and is identified as HO68 in the Schedule 
to the Heritage Overlay. The former Kew Post Office, together with the adjoining Court House and 
Police Station, form a group of architecturally distinguished nineteenth century civic buildings at the 
prominent intersection of High Street and Cotham Road. The group of buildings form the historic civic 
centre of the commercial precinct and the broader suburb. The commercial precinct expanded from and 
around this civic centre. A heritage citation (number 68) is included for the former Kew Post Office, 
Court House and Police Station in the City of Kew Urban Conservation Study, 1988. 

Former Kew Court House and Police Station, 188 High Street 

The former Kew Court House and Police Station are included in the Victorian Heritage Register as place 
number H0944 for its historic and architectural significance to the State of Victoria, and is identified as 
HO69 in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay. The buildings, with the Kew Post Office, form a 
prominent group of civic buildings within the precinct at the apex of the intersection of High Street and 
Cotham Road. The group of buildings formed the historic centre of the local commercial precinct in 
Kew. A heritage citation (number 68) is included for the former Kew Post Office, Court House and 
Police Station in the City of Kew Urban Conservation Study, 1988. 

 

Statement of Significance 

What is significant? 

The Kew Junction Commercial Heritage Precinct has a predominantly retail and commercial built form 
character, with the majority of contributory buildings, as well as some individually significant 
buildings within the precinct boundaries dating from the Victorian and interwar eras, with some more 
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limited Federation and post-WWII development (up to the 1960s). The precinct includes several 
substantially contiguous building groups along both the north and south sides of High Street, east of 
the five ways junction; extends into Cotham Road from the junction with High Street; and breaks up 
into smaller non-contiguous groups of heritage buildings further east on High Street. The key focal 
point within  the precinct is the (former) public buildings group (post office [VHR 885; HO68], police 
station and court house [VHR 994; HO69] and war memorial [VHR2035; HO572]) on the landmark 
triangular site at the junction of High Street and Cotham Road. 

 

The earliest businesses on High Street were established in the 1850s, albeit no buildings appear to 
survive from this period. As the number of businesses grew, they concentrated in High Street to the 
east of the five ways road junction, up to the intersection with Cotham Road; this area is now known 
as ‘Kew Junction’. Development in the later decades of the nineteenth century attracted banks, 
hotels, a variety of merchants, horse-drawn transport services and the Kew spur railway line. This 
burst in growth culminated in the late 1880s in the construction of the outstanding complex of public 
buildings (post office, court house and police station) on the prominent and elevated triangular site 
at the junction of High Street and Cotham Road. Development picked up again in the interwar 
period, including new buildings constructed on the south side of High Street following the road 
alignment of 
 
1934. The road works were aimed at improving traffic congestion, a constant problem at Kew 
Junction from the 1920s, and still being addressed with road widening and realignment in the late 
1950s when the five ways junction was altered and opened up. 
 
Significant and contributory buildings are principally two-storey terraces, with ground floor 
shopfronts (many of which are not original); parapeted first floors which display overall a high level 
of intactness; and zero setbacks to the main street frontages. There are also some single storey and 
larger commercial buildings, some of which have strong corner presentations. 
 
The precinct is generally linear in nature with the valued built form typically presenting as a ‘wall’ of 
building frontages, and the majority of architectural detailing concentrated in the visible streetscape 
facades. 
 
How is it significant? 
 
The Kew Junction Commercial Heritage Precinct is of historical, social and architectural significance 
to the City of Boroondara. 
 
Why is it significant? 
 
The Kew Junction Commercial Heritage Precinct is of local historical and social significance. It has 
been a commercial centre and a civic and social focus for residents of Kew since the mid-nineteenth 
century, attracting many prominent public and commercial buildings as well as numerous local 
businesses established and supported by the community over many decades. The Precinct is also 
significant for demonstrating several of the principal characteristics of historic retail strips/shopping 
centres in inner and middle-ring suburbs of Melbourne. These include the comparatively high level 
of intact and parapeted first floor façades; the generally linear nature of the precinct whereby the 
valued built form presents as a ‘wall’ of building frontages; and the concentration of architectural 
detailing in the streetscape facades. 
 
Architecturally, the Kew Junction Commercial Heritage Precinct is also of local significance. It retains 
many comparatively intact buildings constructed in the second half of the nineteenth century 
through to the first half of the twentieth century, including through to the post-WWII period (up to 
the 1960s), some of which are architecturally distinguished. Architectural styles evident in the 
precinct include Italianate and Renaissance Revival, Commercial Gothic, Queen Anne, Baroque 
influenced buildings of the early twentieth century, and a rich collection of interwar buildings 
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displaying Art Deco characteristics. The precinct also has a notable intact collection of interwar 
(1920s and 1930s) commercial and retail buildings. 
 
Recommendations 
 
Recommended for inclusion in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay of the Boroondara Planning 
Scheme. 
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8 Rogers, p. 15. 

 
9 See Parish Plan reproduced in Pru Sanderson Design Pty Ltd, Kew Urban Conservation Study, 1988, 

p.4/6 
 

10 Pru Sanderson Design Ltd, Kew Urban Conservation Study, Volume 2, p. 5. 
 

11 Rogers, p. 14. 
 

12 Sanderson, p. 4. 
 

13 Rogers, p. 94. 
 

14 Barnard p.31 
 

15 Bonwick, James, A Sketch of Boroondara, 2nd ed. 1968, p.9 
 

16 Barnard pp.64-65. 
 

17 This building has been significantly altered and does not contribute to the heritage character of the 
precinct. 

 
18 Barnard pp.64-66; Sands & McDougal Directory 1861. 

 
19 Rogers, p. 133. 

 
20 Barnard p.66 

 
21 Barnard pp.64, 77-78 

 
22 Information obtained from NAB archives. 

 
23 Information obtained from Westpac archives. 

 
24 Rogers, p. 188. 

 
25 Vaughan, pp.42-44 

 
26 Harrigan, Leo J., Victorian Railways to ’62, Melbourne: Victorian Railways Public Relations 

and Betterment Board, 1962, p. 287. 
 

27 Sanderson, p. 11. 
 

28 Barnard pp. 64, 78 
 

29 See Victorian Heritage Register citation for the police station and court house, VHR 944; and also 
the citation for the Kew post office, VHR 885. 
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30 See Victorian Heritage Register citation, VHR 2035. 
 

31 Information included in Property Service Plans, obtained from Yarra Valley water. 
 

32 Barnard pp. 38, 62, 66 
33 Sanderson, pp.4/15-4/17 

 
34 Davison, Graeme, Car wars: how the car won our hearts and conquered our cities, Allen & Unwin, 

Sydney, 2004. 
 

35 Vaughan pp.50-56 
 

36 Benyei, J. ‘The significance of the Eastern Freeway to North Kew’, 1979 as cited in Sanderson, p.25. 
 

37 Sanderson, p. 24. 
 

38 Renaissance revivalism, with round-arched windows and revived cornices from the 15th and 16th 
centuries, gained momentum in Germany and then Britain between 1830 and 1848, and appeared 
in Australia as a developed form with James Blackburn’s Queen Mary Club in Hobart (1844). Its 
elements were standard in larger Melbourne villas by the 1860s and adapted to terraced shop 
fronts soon after. In commercial buildings it supplanted temple-form Greek revivalism. 

 
39 Architecture which alludes to classical rules but flouts them. Dominant in Italy in the 1510s-1560s, 

it was reprised in the Baroque period (c.1640-1750) and in two later Baroque and Mannerist 
revivals, 1850-65 and 1890-1910. In addition, Australia had a wave of Mannerist architecture in   
its public buildings during the 1880s. See Richard Apperly, Robert Irving, Peter Reynolds, 
Identifying Australian Architecture, Angus and Robertson, Sydney, 1989, esp. ‘Victorian 
Mannerist’, pp. 64-67. 

 
40 Sanderson, v. 2a, Citation 15. 

 
41 See Victorian Heritage Register citation, VHR 534. 

 
42 Apperly and others, ‘Federation Anglo-Dutch’, pp. 112-115, and ‘Federation Queen Anne’, pp. 

132- 135. 
 

43 Mark Girouard, Sweetness and Light: the Queen Anne Movement, Yale, London, 1981. 
 

44 Bernard Smith, ‘Architecture in Australia’, Historical Studies, August 1969, a reaction to 
Freeland’s book; Miles Lewis, ‘Architecture from Colonial Origins’, The Heritage of Australia, 
Macmillan, Melbourne, 1981, esp. pp. 79-82. 

 
45 British examples are examined in Alastair Service, Edwardian Architecture, Thames and Hudson, 

London, 1977, esp. Part 1, Ch. 4, and Part 3, Ch. 10. 
 

46 Summed up in Hudson and Wardrop’s Melbourne Shrine of Remembrance (1922-34) which 
combined the temple front of the Athenian Parthenon with the stepped crown of the Helicarnassus 
Mausoleum. 

 
47 These gathered momentum around 1910-12, and were a reaction against contemporary Neo- 

Baroque. Conrad Hamann, in discussion with Vincent Scully, Yale University, September 1980.  
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7.2 Precinct Schedule of Properties 

Urban Planning Special Committee Agenda 20/07/2020

City of Boroondara Attachment 3.1.4 452



CITY OF BOROONDARA MUNICIPAL-WIDE HERITAGE GAP STUDY 

261 

Precinct Kew Junction Commercial Heritage Precinct: Schedule of Properties Within 
Precinct Boundaries 

 

Name Address Existing 
Heritage 
listings 

Previous 
Grading 
(1988) 

Previous 
Grading 
(1992) 

Precinct 
Grading 
(2010) 

Date/level of 
intactness/other 
comments 

Public 
Toilets 

9 Cotham 
Road 

      Contributory c1940-50 
 
Good 
 
Located on the south 
side of the former 
Kew Courthouse and 
Police Station. 

Former A 
W Padbury 
& Co 

13-15 
Cotham 
Road 

  B B Significant c. 1920 
 
Good 
 
Former premises of 
Padbury funeral 
directors/undertakers, 
retains original  central 
carriageway 

  2 Cotham 
Road 

      Non- 
contributory 

unknown 

The Block 6-16 Cotham 
Road 

  B (10-16) B Significant 1900 
 
Good 
 
Nos 6-10 have 
boarding/advertising 
screen over the upper 
level façades, which 
appears to conceal 
original wall fabric 
beneath. 

  24 Cotham 
Road 

  C   Contributory 1880-90 
 
Good 

  26-28 
Cotham 
Road 

  C   Non- 
contributory 

A non-original 
c.1950s frontage has 
been added to an 
earlier building. 
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Name Address Existing 
Heritage 
listings 

Previous 
Grading 
(1988) 

Previous 
Grading 
(1992) 

Precinct 
Grading 
(2010) 

Date/level of 
intactness/other 
comments 

Ashby 
Chambers 

32-38 
Cotham 
Road 

  C B Non- 
contributory 

c1920s 
 
Former ‘De Lux’ 
Dance Hall. Building 
has been rendered 
externally (post 
1992), and non- 
original mouldings 
applied to external 
Openings 

  40-52 
Cotham 
Road 

  C D Contributory c1920s 

Fair 

  113 High 
Street 

  C D Contributory c1920s 
 
Fair 

  115 High 
Street 

  B B Significant c1880-90 
 
Good 

  117 High 
Street 

    D Non- 
contributory 

c1900-10 
 
Poor 

  119 High 
Street 

  C B Contributory c1910-20 
 
Good 

  121-127 
High Street 

  C B Contributory 1880s-90s 
 
Good 

Former 
Butcher 

129-131 
High Street 

  C D Contributory c1910-20 
 
Good 

  133-135 
High Street 

  C B Contributory c1880-90 
 
Good

  137-139 High 
Street 

  C C Contributory 1927 
 
Good 

  141-149 
High Street 

  C B (141- 
143) 
 
D (145- 
149) 

Contributory c1920 
 
Good 

Former 
Greyhound 
Hotel 

151-155 
High Street 

  C B Contributory 1870s 
 
Fair 

  157-163 
High Street 

      Non- 
contributory 

unknown 
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Name Address Existing 
Heritage 
listings 

Previous 
Grading 
(1988) 

Previous 
Grading 
(1992) 

Precinct 
Grading 
(2010) 

Date/level of 
intactness/other 
comments 

  167 High 
Street 

  C C Contributory c1880-90 
 
Fair 

  169-173 
High Street 

  C C Contributory c1880-90 
 
Good 

Former 
ES&A Bank 

175 High 
Street 

  C B Significant 1884 
 
Good 

  177 High 
Street 

  C C Contributory c1910-20 
 
Good 

  179-183 
High Street 

  C C Contributory c1910-20s 
 
Good 

National 
Bank of 
Australia 

185 High 
Street 

HO67 A A Significant 1888 
 
Good 

  187-191 
High Street 

      Non- 
contributory 

c1970-80 

  193-195 
High Street 

      Non- 
contributory 

unknown 

Former 
Todd Bros 
Grain 
Merchants 

197-199 
High Street 

  C B Contributory c1900 
 
Fair 
 
This building was given 
a make-over in the 
interwar period, 
including 
alterations/over 
painting to the façade 
above the awning, for 
Langknitt Drapery. 
Further alterations 
occurred in 2012-13. 

  201-203 
High Street 

  C D Contributory c1920-30 
 
Good 
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Name Address Existing 
Heritage 
listings 

Previous 
Grading 
(1988) 

Previous 
Grading 
(1992) 

Precinct 
Grading 
(2010) 

Date/level of 
intactness/other 
comments 

Bob 
Stewart 
building 

205-211 
High Street 

  C D Non- 
contributory 

c1930s 

Poor 

This building has been 
modified, and has a 
non-original first floor 
façade. 

  213-219 
High Street 

  C B Contributory c1910s-20s 
 
Good 

  221 High 
Street 

  C C Non- 
contributory 

c1920 
 
Poor 
 
This building has been 
modified, with render 
applied to the exterior 
and a non-original 
parapet added. 

  223-225 
High Street 

  C C Contributory c1920 
 
Good 

  283-291 
High Street 

  C B Contributory c1880-90 
 
Good 

Former 
Prospect 
Hill Hotel 

299 High 
Street 

    C Non- 
contributory 

1857 (includes 
extensive later works) 
 
Poor 
 
This building has been 
extensively altered and 
extended. 

  305-311 
High Street 

  C C Contributory c1920s 
 
Good 

  313 High 
Street 

  C C Contributory c1910s-20s 
 
Good 

  315-319 
High Street 

  B B Significant 1890 
 
Good 
 
Former Goss’s 
Buildings 
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Name Address Existing 
Heritage 
listings 

Previous 
Grading 
(1988) 

Previous 
Grading 
(1992) 

Precinct 
Grading 
(2010) 

Date/level of 
intactness/other 
comments 

  321-323 
High Street 

  C C Contributory c1910s-20s 
 
Good 

  325-333 
High Street 

  B C Contributory c1930-40 
 
Good 

  142-146 
High Street 

  B B Contributory c. 1935 
 
Fair 

  148 High 
Street 

      Non- 
contributory 

c1980 

  154-160 
High Street 

  B B Significant c. 1935-40 
 
Good 

  162-164 
High Street 

  B C Contributory c. 1935-40 
 
Good 

  170-174 
High Street 

  B C Contributory c1935-40 
 
Good 

  176 High 
Street 

  C   Contributory c.1960s 
 
Good 

  178 High 
Street & 1-7 
Fenton Way 

  C   Contributory 1963 
 
Good 

War 
Memorial 

High Street VHR 
H2035 
 
HO68 

A A Significant 1925 
 
Good 

Former 
Kew Post 
Office 

186 High 
Street 

VHR 
H0885 
 
HO68 

A A Significant 1888 
 
Good 

Former 
Kew Court 
House and 
Police 
Station 

188 High 
Street 

VHR 
H0944 
 
HO69 

A A Significant 1888 
 
Good 

  192-196 
High Street 

    D Contributory c1920-30 
 
Good 
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Name Address Existing 
Heritage 
listings 

Previous 
Grading 
(1988) 

Previous 
Grading 
(1992) 

Precinct 
Grading 
(2010) 

Date/level of 
intactness/other 
comments 

  198-202 
High Street 

  C D Contributory c1920-30 
 
Good 

  204 High 
Street 

    D Contributory c1920-30 
 
Good 

  234-248 
High Street 

  C D Contributory c1880-90/c1930-40 
 
Fair 
 
This is a Victorian 
building with an 
interwar make-over of 
the exterior; the  latter 
treatment makes a 
contribution to the 
precinct. 

  254-256 
High Street 

  C D Contributory 1935 
 
Good 

  2 Walpole 
Street 

  C   Contributory 1890-1900 
 
Good 
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HO527 High Street South Residential Precinct revised citation - 
extension to include 1-3 and 4 Bowen Street, Kew 
Original citation prepared by Lovell Chen (2013), revised by Context (2017). Changes are 
highlighted. 
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Precinct High Street South Residential Precinct, 

Kew 
Reference No  

Streets High Street, Barkers Road, Bowen 
Street, Henry Street, Miller Grove 

Survey Date 14 August and 
Sept 2008; 1 
September 
2008June 2017 

 

 
High Street South Residential Precinct: Heritage Overlay plan. 

Urban Planning Special Committee Agenda 20/07/2020

City of Boroondara Attachment 3.1.4 472



CITY OF BOROONDARA MUNICIPAL-WIDE HERITAGE GAP STUDY 

281 

 

 
 

74 High Street (mid-1900s; significant) 
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Clockwise from top left: 6 High Street (c. 1914; significant); 18 High Street (c. 1910s; 
significant); 73 High Street (1906; significant); and 86 High Street (1880s; contributory). 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Clockwise from top left: 10 Henry Street (c. 1925; contributory); 16 Bowen Street 
(c. 1920; contributory); 4 Miller Grove (c. 1914; contributory); 24 Miller Grove 
(1913-14; significant). 
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     REVISED MAP 
MMBW plan number 40 dating from 1894, overlaid with further development and allotment 
boundaries to the early decades of the twentieth century. The red line represents the 
approximate High Street South Residential precinct boundary. 
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History 
 

Originally a bullock track, High Street was formed during the 1850s when the subdivision of 
land  either side of the thoroughfare to Bulleen formalised the diagonal alignment of the street 
between Barkers Road and Kew Junction. The Kew portion of the street, an extension of 
Church Street through Hawthorn, has variously been known as Kew Road, Bulleen Road, Red 
Lion Street, Government Road and High Street South, the latter coming into use during the 
1920s.1 

 

The land on either side of High Street was first sold as three large allotments as part of the 
early Boroondara land sales in 1851. On 18 September 1851 Charles Payne purchased 
allotment 74, consisting of 29 acres in the triangle formed between High Street, Denmark 
Street and Barkers Road. John Bakewell purchased allotments 75 (32 acres) and 76 (126 
acres) stretching from the current Studley Park Road to Barkers Road, and High Street to 
Hodgson Street.2  During the early 1850s, Payne sold his triangular allotment to Patrick 
O’Shaughnessy, who proceeded to build the Kew Hotel on the peak of his block and farm the 
land at the rear.3  Similarly, Bakewell subdivided his land and sold off smaller allotments 
during the 1850s, most notably a large portion of allotment 76 which was subsequently 
acquired by Stephen Henty.4 

 

Miller Grove, Bowen and Henry Streets were cut through land which had originally formed 
the Henty family’s large Victorian estate, Findon, and the associated Findon paddock to the 
south. Findon was constructed as Stephen Henty’s town house in 1856.5  In 1867 the estate 
was mortgaged to prominent financier and member of the Legislative Council, Henry ‘Money’ 
Miller.6  The house was subsequently occupied by Miller from 1871 until his death in 1888.7  

FGA Barnard notes in his Jubilee History of Kew that Findon passed to one of Miller’s 
daughters on his death and on publication of the book (1910) had ‘not been occupied for 
many years, but the grounds have been kept up’.8  The Findon estate, including the Findon 
paddock to the south, was subdivided in 1913,9 and Henry Street and Miller Grove were 
named after the former owner of the estate, and Bowen Street presumably named after Dr 
Aubrey Bowen, the ophthalmic surgeon, who married Jane, one of Henry Miller’s 
daughters.10 

 

The MMBW plan of c. 1904 (with a later overlay of 1933) shows the alignment of Miller 
Grove, Henry and Bowen Streets without residential development around the turn of the 
century.11  The plan also indicates that the southern end of High Street was largely 
undeveloped at this time, with only five residences situated on the eastern side of the 
street, presumably due to the clay hole on adjoining land (which was later used as a rubbish 
tip and acquired by the Council in 1911).12  The area underwent more concentrated 
development during the early twentieth century with a number of Federation style dwellings 
constructed along the Barkers Road frontage and the eastern side of High Street. In his 
Jubilee History of Kew of 1910, FGA Barnard commented that on the eastern side of High 
Street near Barkers Road there ‘had recently sprung up a number of modern villas of 
varying designs…’.13 

 

The development of the subdivided Miller Grove area and the remaining vacant allotments 
along High Street occurred during the late 1910s and 1920s with modest villas and 
bungalows. The desirability of the area for suburban residential uses was presumably aided 
by the replacement of the former horse tramway (established 1887) along High Street with an 
electric tramway in 1915 and the area’s proximity to Kew Junction. Unlike other areas of 
suburban development, including in Boroondara, construction of dwellings in Kew during the 
early twentieth century tended to occur in the form of single buildings or small pockets, rather 
than in a wholesale manner as streets or large estates, although the Findon estate 
development within the precinct is in contrast to this.14 
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Description 
 

The High Street South Residential precinct is a precinct with two parts – the larger area is 
located to the south of High Street close to the intersection of Barkers Road and the other 
area is located further north along High Street. The larger precinct includes all properties in 
Miller Grove and Henry Street, the majority of residential properties in Bowen Street and 
extends along the both the east and west sides of High Street (including properties between 
numbers 4 and 28 on the east and properties 

 

between numbers 9 and 39 on the west side) and the north side of Barkers Road (including 
properties between numbers 81 to 101). The northern section is a small group of properties 
in High Street which includes numbers 63 to 73 on the west side and 72 to 98 on the east 
side. The area was gradually developed during the Victorian, Federation and interwar periods 
for residential purposes. 

 

Buildings within the precinct are typically single and attic storey, double-fronted detached 
villas. A few larger double-storey villas, terraces and semi-detached dwellings are scattered 
throughout. Characteristics of the precinct include the predominant use of brick and 
roughcast render including in the construction of double-fronted Federation-style villas with 
prominent, decorative verandahs/porches and pitched terracotta tiled roofs. 

 

In terms of Victorian development, the precinct comprises a number of single-storey brick 
Victorian villas, which are generally double fronted, and are dispersed throughout the 
precinct. These dwellings are indicative of the earlier phase of ribbon development along 
High Street prior to the 1890s Depression. As the century turned and economic conditions 
improved, much of the intervening allotments were occupied by Edwardian or Federation 
villas, fairly evenly divided between brick and timber villas and duplex pairs. Many of the 
timber residences featured notched weatherboards. 

 

Interwar development in the precinct, in the form of bungalows and attic-storey houses, is 
primarily found in Henry Street, Bowen Street and the west end of Miller Grove, and their 
streetscape character therefore differs from that of High Street. Again, brick construction 
predominates, although not exclusively. These streetscapes also display more generous 
building setbacks and front gardens. 

 

There is some later housing stock and non-contributory development, especially near the 
corners of Stevenson Street, which is likely to have replaced earlier housing stock. The 
allotments to Barkers Road generally are larger than those to High Street, and thus the 
houses – all brick villas –are of a grander scale. 

 

 
Comparative Analysis 

 

The High Street South Residential precinct compares with the Prospect Hill Road Precinct 
(HO159) in Camberwell and the Grace Park and Hawthorn Grove precinct (HO152) in 
Hawthorn, in that it reflects subdivision and development of the area during the Victorian 
(pre-1890s) and Federation (1890- 1920s) eras, with the majority of the dwellings dating 
from the Federation period into the later 1910s and 1920s. The period of the precinct also 
complements the dwellings within the West Hawthorn precinct (HO220) to the south-east. 
The High Street South Residential precinct is distinguished, however, in generally having 
more varied building plans and massing. 

 

The houses within the High Street South Residential precinct constructed during the 
Victorian and Federation periods are generally typical examples of modest suburban villas in 
polychrome brick and other materials, although the Federation houses have consistently 
vigorous diagonal compositions expressed in both plan and roof form, and lively ornament 
as in fretworked verandah frieze detail. The alignment of High Street assists this and is 
particularly distinctive in the precinct context. The street has a long row of sharply angled 
frontages, so that the houses present substantial side as well as frontal elevations to the 
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street, and utilise angled return verandahs and stepped-back massing. 
 

The relative intactness of residential development to High Street, where it is closest to the 
adjoining early twentieth century retail development (i.e. the shopping centre to the south, 
outside the precinct) is higher than is typically found in similar areas in Boroondara. 
Elsewhere in the municipality, such as at Camberwell Junction, the shopping centres show 
residential heritage loss at the intersection of residential and retail areas. 

 

The 1920s (interwar) bungalows and attic-storey houses located in the precinct, primarily in 
Henry Street, Bowen Street and the west end of Miller Grove, typify examples scattered more 
widely throughout Kew and the Harp Road area, and here they avoid the signature 
weatherboard of Camberwell, Surrey Hills, Glen Iris and areas of South Hawthorn. The 
occurrence of juxtaposed front gable 1920s bungalows is also higher here than elsewhere in 
Boroondara, where the simpler transverse roof type is often more common (as in the Mont 
Albert Road area of Surrey Hills, Glen Iris or the Sunnyside Estate in Camberwell South). 
The precinct also has a high concentration of transitional houses, located between the 
Federation and 1920s bungalow modes, to a degree not seen elsewhere in Boroondara. 

 

 
Assessment Against Criteria 

 

Criterion A - Importance to the course, or pattern, of the City of Boroondara’s cultural history. 
 

The High Street South Residential precinct is of historical significance as an example of the 
gradual pattern of subdivision and development of Kew from the mid-1870s through to the 
first decades of the twentieth century. The precinct, particularly along High Street, 
demonstrates a common pattern in  the area, with some initial development in the later 
Victorian period, generally close to Kew Junction, followed by a downturn in the 1890s due to 
the economic ‘bust’, and then new development in the years after the turn of the century 
when economic conditions improved. In contrast, development to the west of High Street, 
including that of the former Findon estate, more readily exemplifies the residential subdivision 
of large nineteenth century estates in the early decades of the twentieth century. Three new 
streets (Miller Grove, Bowen Street and Henry Street) were formed after Findon was sold for 
subdivision in 1913, resulting in a linear-form subdivision of medium sized allotments which 
were developed during the late 1910s and 1920s. The electrification of the tram service on  
High Street in 1915 also contributed. Despite the drawn out history of development, unifying 
characteristics of the Victorian and Federation era dwellings, and the later interwar 
development, include the generally consistent use of brick and uniformity of allotment sizes. 
The generally free- standing houses on generous sized allotments also reflect on the apparent 
affluence of the original residents and the desirability of the area. 

 

Criterion B - Possession of uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of the City of Boroondara’s 
cultural 
history. 

 
Not applicable. 

 
Criterion C – Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of the 
City of 
Boroondara’s cultural history. 

 
Not applicable. 

 

Criterion D – Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of cultural 
places or objects. 

 

Not applicable. 
 

Criterion E – Importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics. 
 

The High Street South Residential precinct is of aesthetic significance for incorporating a 
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variety of building types and styles from the Victorian and Federation eras, and interwar 
period. Dwellings of single and attic storeys, including double-fronted detached villas and 
some larger double-storey villas, are found in the precinct together with terraces and semi-
detached dwellings. Brick and roughcast render are common materials, while double-fronted 
Federation-style villas stand out due to their prominent, decorative verandahs/porches, 
including some with highly ornamented timber fretwork, and pitched terracotta tiled roofs. 
The diagonal alignment of High Street in particular, with dwellings on sharply angled 
frontages, has encouraged vigorous diagonally-oriented designs which are notable for their 
consistent orientations, views of side elevations, and entrance and verandah ornamentation. 
Conversely, the 1920s bungalows in the west of the precinct display a comparatively high 
occurrence of juxtaposed front gables, rather than the simpler transverse roof type more 
common elsewhere in Boroondara. 

 

Criterion F – Importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement at a particular period. 

 

Not applicable. 
 

Criterion G – Strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for 
social, cultural or spiritual reasons. This includes the significance of a place to Indigenous 
peoples as part of their continuing and developing cultural traditions. 

 

Not applicable. 
 

Criterion H – Special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 
importance 
in the City of Boroondara’s history. 

 
Not applicable. 
 
 
Statement of Significance 

 

What is significant? 
 

The High Street South Residential precinct developed gradually between the late nineteenth 
and the first decades of the twentieth century. The development of the area generally relates 
to the initial horse tramway along High Street in the nineteenth century, followed by the 
introduction of the electric tram and the subdivision of the Findon Estate in the early twentieth 
century. The proximity to Kew Junction is also important. Of note are the high number of 
reasonably intact Victorian and Federation era dwellings, and the interwar dwellings in the 
western area of the precinct. 

 

Buildings within the precinct are typically single and attic storey, double-fronted detached 
villas. A  few larger double-storey villas, terraces and semi-detached dwellings are scattered 
throughout. Characteristics include the predominant use of brick and roughcast render, and 
Federation-style villas with prominent, decorative verandahs/porches and pitched terracotta 
tiled roofs. Interwar housing, in the form of bungalows and attic-storey residences, is 
primarily found in Henry Street, Bowen Street and the west end of Miller Grove. 

 

Specific buildings of individual and contributory significance which are important to the 
precinct are identified in the attached schedule. 

 

How is it significant? 
 

The High Street South Residential precinct is historically and architecturally significant to 
the City of Boroondara. 

 

Why is it significant? 
 

Historically, the High Street South Residential precinct is significant for demonstrating the 
gradual pattern of subdivision and development of Kew from the mid-1870s through to the 
first decades of the twentieth century. The development on High Street followed a common 
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pattern in the area, with  initial development in the later Victorian period, generally close to 
Kew Junction, followed by a downturn in the 1890s economic ‘bust’, and then new 
development in the improving years after the turn of the century. Conversely, development 
to the west of High Street, including that of the former Findon estate, more readily 
exemplifies the residential subdivision of large nineteenth century estates in the early decades 
of the twentieth century. New streets (Miller Grove, Bowen Street and Henry Street) and 
medium sized allotments were created from a linear-form subdivision in 1913, which were 
subsequently developed during the late 1910s and 1920s. Despite the drawn out history of 
development, unifying characteristics of the Victorian and Federation era dwellings, and the 
later interwar development, include the generally consistent use of brick and overall 
uniformity of allotment sizes. The generally free-standing houses on generous sized 
allotments also reflect on the apparent affluence of the original residents and the desirability 
of the area. 

 

Architecturally, the High Street South Residential precinct is significant for incorporating a 
variety of building types and styles from the Victorian and Federation eras, and interwar 
period. Dwellings of single and attic storeys, including double-fronted detached villas and 
some larger double-storey villas, are found in the precinct together with terraces and semi-
detached dwellings. Brick and roughcast render are common materials, while double-fronted 
Federation-style villas stand out due to their 

 

prominent, decorative verandahs/porches, including some with highly ornamented timber 
fretwork, and pitched terracotta tiled roofs. The diagonal alignment of High Street, with 
dwellings on sharply angled frontages, has encouraged construction of vigorous diagonally-
oriented designs with views of side elevations, and entrance and verandah ornamentation. 
Conversely, the 1920s bungalows in the west of the precinct display a comparatively high 
occurrence of juxtaposed front gables, rather than the simpler transverse roof type more 
common elsewhere in Boroondara. 

 

 

Recommendations 
 

Recommended for inclusion in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay of the Boroondara 
Planning Scheme. 

 

External Paint Controls No 

Internal Alterations Controls No 

Tree Controls No 

Outbuildings and fences exemptions No 

Victorian Heritage Register No 

Prohibited uses may be permitted No 

Incorporated plan No 

Aboriginal heritage place No 

 

 
Identified By 

Lovell Chen, Assessment of Heritage Precincts in Kew, 2013. 
 
 
 

References 

General: Pru Sanderson Design Pty Ltd, Kew Urban Conservation Study, 1988; Lovell Chen, 
Review of B-graded buildings in Kew, Camberwell and Hawthorn, January 2007 (revised June 
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2007 and November 2009). 
 

Specific: 
 

1 Lay, Max. Melbourne Miles: the story of Melbourne’s Roads, 2003, p. 127. 
 

2 Parish of Boroondara, plan B 415(5), undated. 
 

3 Rogers, Dorothy. A History of Kew, 1973, p.37. 
 

4 Rogers, Dorothy, A History of Kew, pp. 63 and 76. 
 

5 Rogers, Dorothy, A History of Kew, p. 63. 
 

6 Rogers, Dorothy, A History of Kew, p. 63. 
 

7 Rogers, Dorothy, A History of Kew, pp. 64-65. 
 

8 Barnard, FGA. Jubilee History of Kew: Its origin and progress 1803-1910, 1910, p. 37. 
 

9 LP 6041, Lot 33, Cited in G Butler & Associates, Kew B-graded places study (draft), 
2001; MMBW detail plan number 1297, Borough of Kew, c. 1903. 

 
10 Rogers, Dorothy. A History of Kew, p. 65. The Aubrey Bowen wing of the Royal Victorian 

Eye and Ear Hospital is named for Dr Bowen. 
11 MMBW plan number 40, Collingwood and Kew, c. 1904 with 1933 overlay. 

 
12 Vaughan, W D. Kew’s Civic Century, 1960, p. 188. 

 
13 Barnard, FGA. Jubilee History of Kew: Its origin and progress 1803-1910, 1910, p. 37. 

 
14 Pru Sanderson Design Pty Ltd, Kew Urban Conservation Study, 1988, p. 4/12. 
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Precinct High Street South Precinct, Kew Reference No 

 
 

Number Street Address Current Grading Previous 
Heritage control 
/listing 

Approximate 
Construction 
Date 

81 Barkers Road Contributory C grade 1910s 

83 Barkers Road Significant HO270; B grade c. 1887 

85 Barkers Road Significant HO270; B grade c. 1887 

87 Barkers Road Contributory C grade mid-1900s 

89 Barkers Road Contributory C grade mid-1900s 

91 Barkers Road Contributory C grade c. 1900 

93 Barkers Road Contributory C grade c. 1900 

95 Barkers Road Contributory C grade mid-1900s 

99 Barkers Road Contributory Ungraded c. 1900 

101 Barkers Road Contributory C grade c. 1900 

1 Bowen Street Contributory C grade 1915 

3 Bowen Street Contributory C grade 1915 

4 Bowen Street  Non-contributory  Contemporary 

5 Bowen Street Contributory HO275; B grade 1915 

6 Bowen Street Contributory C grade c. 1920 

8 Bowen Street Contributory C grade c. 1920 

7 Bowen Street Contributory HO276; B grade 1917 

9 Bowen Street Contributory C grade 1920s 

12 Bowen Street Contributory C grade c. 1920 

13 Bowen Street Contributory C grade c. 1918 

15 Bowen Street Contributory C grade c. 1920 

16 Bowen Street Contributory C grade c. 1920 

22 Bowen Street Contributory Ungraded c. 1918 

24 Bowen Street Contributory Ungraded c. 1918 

5 Henry Street Contributory C grade c. 1920 

7 Henry Street Contributory C grade c. 1920 

8 Henry Street Contributory C grade c. 1915 

10 Henry Street Contributory C grade c. 1925 

4 High Street Contributory C grade c. 1910 
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Number Street Address Current Grading Previous 
Heritage control 
/listing 

Approximate 
Construction 
Date 

6 High Street Significant HO310; B grade c. 1914 

8 High Street Contributory C grade c. 1880s 

9 High Street Contributory C grade 1920s 

10 High Street Significant C grade c. 1910s 

11 High Street Contributory C grade c. 1920 

12 High Street Significant C grade c. 1910s 

15 High Street Contributory C grade c. 1920s 

16 High Street Significant C grade c. 1910s 

18 High Street Significant C grade c. 1910s 

19 High Street Contributory C grade c. 1920 

21 High Street Contributory C grade c. 1920s 

25-27 High Street Contributory C grade c. 1915 

26 High Street Contributory Ungraded mid-1900s 

28 High Street Contributory C grade mid-1900s 

29 High Street Contributory C grade c. 1920s 

33 High Street Contributory C grade c. 1910s 

35 High Street Significant HO311; B grade 1914 

39 High Street Contributory C grade c. 1920 

63 High Street Contributory C grade 1870s 

67 High Street Contributory C grade 1890s 

69 High Street Contributory Ungraded late 1910s 

72 High Street Contributory C grade mid-1900s 

73 High Street Significant HO312; B grade 1906 

74 High Street Significant C grade mid-1900s 

84 High Street Contributory C grade 1880s 

86 High Street Contributory C grade 1880s 

4 Miller Grove Contributory C grade c. 1914 

5 Miller Grove Contributory C grade c. 1920 

6 Miller Grove Contributory C grade c. 1920s 

7 Miller Grove Contributory C grade c. 1920 

9 Miller Grove Contributory C grade c. 1920 

10 Miller Grove Contributory C grade c. 1922 
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Number Street Address Current Grading Previous 
Heritage control 
/listing 

Approximate 
Construction 
Date 

15 Miller Grove Contributory C grade c. 1922 

16 Miller Grove Contributory C grade c. 1918 

17 Miller Grove Contributory Ungraded c. 1922 

18 Miller Grove Contributory C grade c. 1920 

20 Miller Grove Contributory C grade c. 1920 

23 Miller Grove Contributory C grade c. 1915 

24 Miller Grove Significant HO322; B grade 1913-14 

25 Miller Grove Contributory C grade c. 1914 

26 Miller Grove Significant HO323; B grade 1917 

27 Miller Grove Contributory C grade c. 1914 

28 Miller Grove Significant HO324; B grade 1915 

30 Miller Grove Contributory C grade 1920s 

31 Miller Grove Contributory C grade c. 1917 

33 Miller Grove Contributory C grade c. 1914 

34 Miller Grove Contributory C grade c. 1917 

36 Miller Grove Contributory C grade c. 1920 

39 Miller Grove Contributory C grade c. 1917 

42 Miller Grove Contributory C grade c. 1916 

44 Miller Grove Contributory C grade c. 1919 
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Urangeline (former Edzell, Mildura) 
 
Prepared by: Context Pty Ltd 

 

Address: 349 Barkers Road, Kew 
Name: Urangeline (former Edzell, Mildura) Survey Date: February 2015, 

February 2018 
Place Type: Residential (former), Institutional Architect: Reed, Henderson & 

Smart  
Grading: Significant Builder: Joseph Hollow 

Extent of Overlay: The building and a curtilage of 15 
metres on the west side and 5 metres on the other sides, 
as shown on the extent map 

Construction Date: 1884-85 

 
 

 
 
Historical Context 
The first survey of the Kew area was by government surveyor Robert Hoddle, who divided 
the 1400 acres (570 hectares), the Parish of Boroondara, into 150 blocks of different sizes 
in 1837 (Morrissey 2008). 
  
The authors of the City of Kew Urban Conservation Study write that Kew's boundaries were 
established partly by geography and partly by survey: the Yarra River formed the western 
and northern boundaries, Elgar's Special Survey was undertaken to the east of what 
became Burke Road, and the southern boundary of Barkers Road was drawn by Hoddle 
when he surveyed Kew in 1844. Bullock train tracks made by squatters who accessed the 
rich grazing lands of the upper Yarra valley from the 1830s were included in the survey to 
form the nucleus of main roads (Sanderson 1988:4/1). In 1840, squatter John Hodgson 
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established a run at Studley Park on the eastern bank of the Yarra River. Hodgson also 
operated a punt across the river. The first Kew land sales took place in 1845. 
 
Kew was divided into large allotments to encourage the establishment of small farms and 
market gardens to supply the growing settlement of Melbourne. These larger allotments 
meant that future subdivision proceeded in a piecemeal way (Sanderson 1988:4/2). The 
district's name, derived from Kew Gardens outside of London, was first applied to the 
allotment north of Kew Junction, which was subdivided in 1851 (Morrissey 2008).  
 
The first houses in Kew were built in the 1850s around the area now known as the Kew 
Junction. During the gold rushes of the 1850s, speculation on land purchases increased 
and the region experienced rapid expansion. As Jane Carolan writes, Kew became a 
'suburb of British expatriates who built their homes and gardens to replicate those left 
behind.' Many of the villas and mansions were built to overlook the city of Melbourne and 
were set in acres of land (Carolan 2003:3).  
 
Subdivision of land to form residential estates in the Kew area occurred from the 1860s, 
although plans from the 1860s and 1870s suggest that the scale of subdivision was quite 
small. In the 1880s, Melbourne's land boom was influential in establishing Kew's residential 
street pattern. With the revival of plans for the Outer Circle railway in the mid-1880s to 
connect Melbourne with Kew East, Camberwell, Burwood, Ashburton and Malvern East, 
even more ambitious subdivision schemes were implemented, and in the period of 1881-
91, Kew's population almost doubled from 4288 to 8462 (Sanderson 1988:4/7-9).  
 
History 
Now part of Carey Baptist Grammar School, the Victorian mansion currently known as 
‘Urangeline’ was part of Crown Allotment 71, Kew. The extent of its 7-acre estate was 
bounded westerly by Wrixon Street and southerly by Barkers Road. The northern extension 
of Auburn Road was originally named Merrion then renamed Wrixon Street after William H 
Wrixon's residence on the northwest corner of its intersection with Barkers Road 
(CareyNews 10 March 2016). 
 
The beginnings of ‘Urangeline’ date to 1883 when James Cooper Stewart purchased part 
of the land in Barkers Road (RB 1884). It was in July 1883 that he initially commissioned 
the architects Reed, Henderson & Smart to erect his residence in Barker’s Road, Kew (Age 
26 July 1883:3). Construction did not commence until the following year, and by 14 January 
1884, Stewart purchased four adjoining blocks, making 7 acres in total (CareyNews 10 
March 2016). In April 1884 Reed, Henderson & Smart again invited tenders to erect a 
residence for Stewart (Age 22 April 1884:3).  
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Figure 1. An original drawing by Reed, Henderson & Smart (Source: CareyNews 10 March 2016). 

 
The house was built on the highest point of the land in late 1884 or early 1885, increasing 
the Net Annual Value (NAV) of the site from 125 to 300 pounds. Stewart named the 
property ‘Edzell’, after his birthplace in Scotland (CareyNews 5 May 2016).  
  
J C Stewart was articled to solicitor Edward England for five years whilst studying law at 
the University of Melbourne, and became partner in the law firm Malleson England and 
Stewart (now Malleson Stephen Jacques) in July 1868. In 1870 he was elected to the 
Melbourne City Council and became Lord Mayor in 1885-6 (CareyNews 10 March 2016).  
In 1885-6, in the same period Stewart was the Lord Mayor of Melbourne, the NAV jumped 
to 450 and reached the peak of 500 pounds in 1888 (RB 1885-1888). After residing in the 
property for about four years, Stewart moved to Toorak, where he commissioned Reed 
Smart & Tappin to erect his new property and brought the name ‘Edzell’ with him (see VHR 
record for H0691, 76 St Georges Road, Toorak). 
 
The next in line was Alexander McEdward, who moved in around the end of 1888 and 
named the property ‘Mildura’, after the homestead in Mildura he had left behind in rural 
Victoria. He was a grazier and absentee landlord of Mokanger Station, Cavendish (see 
VHD record for ‘Mokanger Homestead Complex’). A McEdward and his wife Alexandrina 
Jessie had nine children, two of whom died in infancy (CareyNews 5 May 2016). A 
McEdward died in July 1894 and the property was transferred to his wife. At the time of his 
death, the NAV of property has decreased to 400 pounds, then dropped by 170 pounds to 
230 pounds in the 1895-6 rate cycle (RB 1894-6), most likely due to the economic 
depression. It was during the McEdward family’s residency that the property became 
known as 381 Barkers Road (S&Mc 1893-6). 
 
In 1895, the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works Detailed Plan depicted the estate 
with the house labelled ‘Mildura’ at the corner of Wrixon Street and Barkers Road. At this 
point, the land was laid with gravelled driveway and paths, a tennis court and outbuildings 
to the east of the house, allowing wide view towards the south-west (see Figure 2). 
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An auction notice for the sale of ‘Mildura’, placed in the Argus on 25 March 1899, described 
the property as follows: 
 

A modern mansion, having a balcony and verandah round three sides, entrance porch, 
inner hall, with Queen Anne staircase, and containing on GROUND FLOOR cloak-room 
and lavatory, large drawingroom with bay window and conservatory, large diningroom, 
morning and breakfast rooms (divided with folding doors), housemaid’s pantry, 
storeroom (with cellar), dairy and larder, servants’-hall, kitchen, scullery, laundry, &c., 
and on FIRST FLOOR billiardroom, large bedroom (with bay windows), dressing and 
bath room, two other large rooms, and night and day nursery; bathroom, linen-room 
(completely fitted), two servants’ bedrooms with separate staircase thereto. 
 
The decorations are most artistic, and the appointments replete with every modern 
convenience. Each room in the house opens on to either balcony or verandah, thereby 
ensuring abundance of light and fresh air, and commanding fourfold aspects of the 
surrounding districts. 
 
The out-offices consist of brick stabling, two stalls and loose-box, with harness-room, 
coachman’s and groom’s rooms, coachhouse, hay-loft, &c. ; cow byre, fowlhouses and 
enclosed yards. 
 
The grounds, comprising 7 acres 24½ perches, are divided into ASPHALT TENNIS-
COURT, lawns, paddocks, and gardens, which all the year are in bloom… 

 

 
Figure 2. An extract from Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works Detailed Plan No 1563, 
1895, showing ‘Mildura’ and surrounding land (Source: SLV). 
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On 20 September 1899, the property was taken over by Thomas Rand, who was a retired 
pastoralist formerly lived on Mahonga Station, Riverina. He renamed the property 
‘Urangeline’ after one of the family properties south of Narrandera and northwest of Albury 
(Melbourne Mansions Database ‘Mildura’). ‘Urangeline’ is also the name of a district in 
Riverina. The Carey Baptist Grammar School’s Honorary Archivist Alfred Mellor noted that 
the name is likely to be of an aboriginal elder of Wirandjuri tribe living in Riverina 
(CareyNews 5 May 2016). Rand lived in the residence until 1913, when he moved to Burke 
Road, Glen Iris. He was one of the foundation members of the Royal Automobile Club of 
Victoria (RACV) in 1903 and was vice-president for many years until six months before his 
death in August 1938. He was also active in various community works, organising RACV’s 
children’s outings and providing transport for returning soldiers and nurses (Argus 18 
August 1938:11). 
 
Around 1913-5, the property was briefly occupied by William Henry Felstead, who was a 
well-known figure in Melbourne commercial circles (Age 10 December 1913:20; S&Mc 
1913-5). Being born and raised in North Melbourne, he was long engaged with inner-city 
trades business. He was the managing director of merchants Beath, Schiess and Felstead 
Ltd, president of the Reform League in State politics and a leading member of the Chamber 
of Commerce (Argus 28 April 1917:18).  
 
The Rands returned to the property in 1915 and remained until the property was purchased 
by the Baptist Union for its denominational school in late 1922 (S&Mc 1916-22; Argus 12 
February 1923:10). At this time, around 1000 people gathered at the premise to celebrate 
the acquisition of the property for the Baptist grammar school, which was soon to be 
opened. The site was described as “a fine property, consisting of eight acres of land and a 
large two-storey house, known as ‘Urangeline’, situated at the crest of a hill overlooking 
Auburn and Glenferrie, at the corner of Barkers Road and Wrixon Street, Kew” (Argus 11 
December 1922:7). 
  
Carey Baptist Grammar School officially opened on Saturday 10 February 1923 by Mrs W 
Moore followed by opening ceremony and speeches by Dr W Moore, the president of the 
school, and the Revs F W Boreham and F S Tuckwell, and Mr A F Fullard (Argus 12 
February 1923:10). A modern block of classrooms had been erected by the school council 
under the supervision of architect J Edmund Burke. New tennis courts and a sporting oval 
of 440 feet were to be added to the ground. In the first year of opening, over sixty boys 
have been enrolled (Table Talk 15 February 1923:23). 
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Figure 3. Opening of Carey Baptist Grammar School (Table Talk 15 February 1923:7). 

 
In its function as a school building, Urangeline appears to have been mainly used for staff 
accommodation and offices. A 1947 floor plan shows ground floor rooms variously 
occupied by the headmaster’s office, library, dining room, kitchen and studies (Public 
Records Office of Victoria, VPRS 8044). The first floor rooms included a prefect’s 
dormitory, common room, staff quarters and a two bed ward, isolation wards and 
dispensary. Alterations and additions have been made in a number of phases of works, 
from the early decades of the twentieth century through to the 1980s. 
 
Together with a later purchased adjoining property ‘Cluny’, the former land of ‘Urangeline’ 
has been transformed into a school campus, providing room for five ovals, a gymnasium 
and other school facilities. As a result of the school’s expansion, ‘Urangeline’ is left as the 
only remaining evidence of former Victorian estate.  
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Figure 4. An extract from Melbourne and 
Metropolitan Board of Works Detailed Plan 
No 1563, showing the footprint of 
‘Urangeline’ (formerly ‘Mildura’) (Source: 
SLV). 

Figure 5. A recent aerial (right) showing 
evidence of extensions to the north-east and 
north-west corners of ‘Urangeline’ (Source: 
Nearmap 2017) 

 
Reed, Henderson & Smart 
One of Melbourne's leading architecture practices, Reed, Henderson & Smart operated 
from 1883 until 1890, succeeding the previous partnership (Reed and Barnes) of Joseph 
Reed (1822-1890) and Frederick Barnes (1822-1883). The firm continues today as Bates 
Smart. Reed and Barnes were responsible for a number of prominent and notable buildings 
in early Melbourne, including the Melbourne Public Library (1854), Ripponlea (1868) and 
the highly acclaimed Melbourne Exhibition Building (1878). In addition, the firm undertook 
commissions for residential, ecclesiastical and commercial buildings in Melbourne and in 
many regional cities and country towns across Victoria. Anketell Henderson (1853-1923) 
and Francis Smart (c.1852-1907) both joined the practice in 1883, joining forces to continue 
the success and repute of this established practice. Reed, Henderson & Smart won a 
number of notable commissions. Some of their best known residences include ‘Raheen’ of 
1883-85 in Kew (VHR H515), 9 Eglinton Street of 1883-84 in Kew (HO298), ‘Bona Vista’ 
of 1884 in South Yarra (Stonnington HO64), ‘Redcourt’ of 1887-88 in Armadale 
(Stonnington HO166), ‘Holyrood’ at 816 Riversdale Road, Camberwell of 1890 (HO228), 
and ‘Shenton’ at 41 Kinkora Road, Hawthorn of 1890 (VHR H788). 
 
Description & Integrity 
‘Urangeline’ is located deep within the grounds of Carey Grammar School on Barkers 
Road, and is only visible to members of the public at a distance from Daniell Place. Its 
deep setbacks from the three surrounding streets indicate the size of its once-extensive 
grounds.  
 
In keeping with its free-standing position within extensive grounds, the house is designed 
to be seen from multiple sides, with two main elevations to the west and south viewed while 
approaching along the original drive. The main living areas and bedrooms were located in 
the eastern part of the building, with the wing to the north east accommodating the kitchen, 
service areas and servants’ rooms, serviced by a separate staircase. 
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The house is two storeys in height, with tuckpointed bichrome brick walls and a complex 
hipped roof covered in slates. Chimneys are also of red brick with cement-render cornice 
and stringcourse as well as vertical straps of projecting headers.  
 
The building is entered via a recessed porch on the west elevation. It is set below a steep 
gable that extends above the roofline decorated with chequerboard brickwork in the apex. 
This detail was characteristic of Reed, Henderson & Smart’s early Queen Anne designs, 
and is also seen on their ‘Bona Vista’ of 1884. At the first-floor level, above the arched 
porch entry, is a narrow window with a projecting sill carried on large scrolled corbels, and 
above it is a triangular entablature. To the north of the entrance tower are two double-
height stained glass windows marking the internal staircase.  
 
A number of alterations and additions have been made to the mansion over the years, 
including overpainting of the bi-chrome brick detailing. To the south of the entrance tower 
is a slightly projecting pavilion which shares similar detailing with the rest of the house. 
Comparison with the original plans and an early photo (Lewis 2004:78) indicate that this is 
a later extension. Originally there was a glazed conservatory at ground floor level, with its 
front wall in line with the tower, and a small terrace above it. It is not known precisely when 
this extension was made; it is not visible in a c1905 photo of the house, though does appear 
in works plans of 1947 (Public Records Office of Victoria, VPRS 8044). Considering the 
use of clinker bricks at the base of the ground-floor bay window and the form of the bay 
window itself, it appears to be an interwar-era alteration, possibly carried out shortly after 
acquisition by Carey Grammar. 
 
The bay to the north of the entrance tower and stairhall has also been altered. The lower 
part of the chimney breast has been removed and the ground floor level wall rebuilt in 
clinker brick with three new multi-paned windows inserted. While the chimney breast to the 
first floor level remains, the chimney stack above has been removed. A new multi-paned 
window has been inserted to the first floor, north of the remnant chimney breast. 
 

Urban Planning Special Committee Agenda 20/07/2020

City of Boroondara Attachment 3.1.4 492



CITY OF BOROONDARA MUNICIPAL-WIDE HERITAGE GAP STUDY 

301 

 
Figure 6. ‘Urangeline’ viewed from the south-west. The early extension to the west elevation is 
visible to the left, the canted bay of the south elevation is centre, and the return verandah is at 
right. (Source: Context 2015) 

  
The south elevation is dominated by a two-storey canted bay at its centre. The central 
window of the first floor has a projecting sill on scrolled corbels similar to the one above 
the entrance. There is a return verandah at the south-east corner. While the verandah is 
restricted to the east elevation only in the original architect’s plans, with no return to the 
north, its L-shape plan is visible in its current form in both the 1895 MMBW plan and a 
c1905 photo of the house (Lewis 2004:78). The verandah appears to have been 
reconstructed at least in part, with square posts replacing all but two of the turned half-
posts (located at either end of the ground floor). The solid arched timber valances and 
turned timber balustrades of the first floor are replacements. Part of the first-floor level has 
been enclosed with timber infill to the south elevation. 
 
The most substantial changes have occurred to the northern elevation and north-eastern 
service wing. While the original plans show a verandah to the north elevation, this has been 
truncated, with the western end removed and a slightly projecting pavilion constructed. 
Works plans from 1947 show that this was originally an open colonnade at ground floor 
level, though this has been subsequently bricked in. The remnant verandah has been 
infilled with lightweight panelling and windows at first floor level. The service wing was 
extended in c.1981, with new walls to the north and the east, including additions over the 
original single-storey section of the wing (Public Records Office of Victoria, VPRS 8044). 
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Figure 7. An early view of ‘Urangeline’ (then ‘Mildura’) from the south-west entrance drive. Carey 
Grammar dates the photo as c1905. Note the return verandah visible at right. (Source: Lewis 2004: 
78) 

 

 
Figure 8. A surviving turned timber verandah post at the west end of the verandah, ground floor. 
(Source: Context 2015) 

 
The north elevation retains the eastern half of its verandah, which is enclosed at first-floor 
level, but retains original turned timber posts (missing built-up timber capitals) and cast-
iron corner brackets. 
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Figure 9. Remaining half of the north verandah. (Source: Context 2018) 
Most windows have segmentally arched heads with cement-render lintels and projecting 
keystones. Windows are mainly tall, slender double-hung sashes with a decorative version 
of margin glazing (where the borders of the window are set off with glazing bars).  
 
Since its acquisition by Carey Grammar, there have been two extensions to the northern 
part of the building. The western half of the north verandah was removed to accommodate 
a shallow two-storey extension at the north-west corner of the building. Its hipped roof is 
slightly lower than the main one. A more recent and larger extension is to the north-east 
volume of the building, which sits under a separate hipped roof. It incorporates part of the 
original structure at the south end of the east elevation (the wall flanking an external 
chimney breast), as well as the remains of a small single-storey wing on the north side. 
 
Other alterations include the demolition of a chimney in the northern half of the west 
elevation (though the external breast remains), and the enlargement of a first-floor window 
beside it. 
 
Comparative Analysis 
Victoria’s economic crash of the early 1890s creates an obvious boundary between the 
excesses of the ornate ‘Boom-style’ architecture, characterised by exuberant cement-
coated facades and cast-iron detail which draw upon classical forms, and the simpler 
Federation-era houses with their more natural palette of face brick and timber fretwork 
influenced by the Arts & Crafts movement. In fact, some architects had already been 
experimenting with this materials palette and new forms of massing in the late 1880s.  
 
The residential style known in Australia as Queen Anne Revival was dominant by the turn 
of the century, and formed the builder’s vernacular by 1915. The origins of the Queen Anne 
Revival style, in its more traditional form as well as its transformation into the recognisably 
Australian Federation villa, were English Domestic Revival designs by English architects 
Richard Norman Shaw and William Eden Nesfield. They drew their inspiration from 
traditional English rural buildings and Tudor architecture (Tibbits 1989:52). 
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The first Queen Anne Revival houses in Australia, dating from the 1880s to mid-1890s, 
were mostly architect designed and show a more direct British influence as well as a 
greater stylistic eclecticism than the Federation Queen Anne houses that filled Melbourne’s 
suburbs after 1900. These houses often had a pronounced vertical massing and gabled 
roofs, showing a strong medieval influence. This contrasts with later sprawling Federation 
bungalows with hipped roofs extending over encircling verandahs. Apart from medieval 
(mainly Gothic and Tudor) influences, architects of this period drew upon styles as diverse 
as Romanesque (with muscular round arches and banded voussoirs), Scottish Baronial 
(with its pointed towers and crow-stepped parapets), Anglo-Dutch (with curvilinear gable 
parapets), Art Nouveau (with its sinuous ornament), and Japanese design (with 
overlapping line patterns of verandah fretwork). A correct, ‘academic’ use of historical 
forms was rare, instead they were employed and combined to suit the architect’s fancy in 
a manner often referred to as ‘Free Style’. 
 
One of the biggest changes from Victorian Italianate to Queen Anne houses was in the 
form of the roof and verandah. The low-line M-profile hipped roof was supplanted by high 
gabled and hipped roofs with complex forms, turrets and gablets at the top. Tall chimneys 
of corbelled red brick, often with roughcast detail, were another distinguishing feature. 
Eventually the separate verandah structure, set below the eaves, was replaced by an 
unbroken roofline that swooped down to incorporate the verandah. Another transition was 
in cladding materials, moving from cement render or brown Hawthorn and cream brickwork 
to simpler red face brick with render bands, and from slate roofs to terracotta Marseille tiles 
with decorative ridgecapping and finials. Red brick combined with lighter bands, of cream 
brick or smooth render, is referred to colloquially as ‘blood and bandages’. Howells 
(1989:16) believes this wall treatment was derived from the polychromy of English Gothic 
Revival architects. Lewis (2004:77) also notes the reaction from the 1880s onward to the 
Victorian ‘shams’ of render, graining and gilding. This led to the use of red brick in the sold-
called ‘modern Italian style’ which is a form of Renaissance Revival (see, for example, 
‘Raheen’, designed in 1883). Lewis states that Reed, Henderson & Smart were the 
architectural practice ‘who led a red brick revival’, first with their ‘Modern Italian’ buildings 
(the first in 1882) and later with the Queen Anne style (2004:75). 
 
The early Queen Anne houses made use of decorative window treatments such as margin 
glazing and tiny square panes of coloured glass for highlight windows. By about 1900 this 
was supplanted by curvilinear Art Nouveau leadlight patterns. 
 
Miles Lewis (2004:77 note 86) identifies ‘Urangeline’ as the first or second Queen Anne 
building to be designed in Melbourne. (The only earlier possibility, ‘Mooroolbeek’, also in 
Kew, has been demolished.) As such, it displays transitional features such as the continued 
use of a low-line slate-clad hipped roof typical of the Victorian Italianate, as well as the 
more vertical massing typical of the early examples of the Queen Anne style in Australia.  
 
Within the City of Boroondara, ‘Urangeline’ can be compared with other substantial Queen 
Anne dwellings designed by Reed, Henderson & Smart as well as by other prominent 
architects at the time, including: 
 

- 9 Eglinton Street, Kew (HO298). This single-storey villa was designed by Reed, 
Henderson & Smart and constructed c1883-84. It is among the first of the group of 
red brick houses designed by the practice, along with ‘Urangeline’ and professors’ 
houses at the University of Melbourne (1882-87).  It is a distinctive and externally 
intact example of a transitional design of the early 1880s, with more of a Greek 
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classical influence than the medievalising Queen Anne. 

 
Figure 10. 9 Eglinton Street. (Source: Lovell Chen, 2005) 

- Kew RSL at 63 Cotham Road, Kew (HO200). Built as a private residence in 1886 
to a design by architect Guyon Purchase in the Domestic Gothic style. The walls 
are of red brick with render dressings and a hipped slated roof. At the corner is a 
round turret with a French influence. It was considered a very progressive design 
for its time. 

- 1 Fellows Street/99 Princess Street, Kew (HO195). A pair of attached houses 
massed to look like a single mansion. Designed by Oakden, Addison & Kemp and 
built in 1889. Walls are of red brick with cream brick dressings. The roofscape is 
very eclectic with a crenelated tower, projecting gables, and a slated hipped roof.  

- ‘Holyrood’ (now St Dominic’s Priory) at 816 Riversdale Road, Camberwell 
(HO228). A picturesque two-storey red brick Queen Anne villa of 1890, designed 
by the successor firm Reed, Smart & Tappin, with eclectic detailing including half-
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timbering, a shingled corner tower, and casement windows. It is considered an 
outstanding early and intact example of the style. 
 

 
Figure 11.  ‘Holyrood’ at 816 Riversdale Road. (Source: Google Streetview, 2017) 

- ‘Shenton’ at 41 Kinkora Road, Hawthorn (VHR H788). A two-storey red brick 
Queen Anne villa of 1890. It has an asymmetrical façade with a gabled bay to one 
side and a verandah with timber fretwork to the other. The red brick walls have 
cream brick dressings. 

Urban Planning Special Committee Agenda 20/07/2020

City of Boroondara Attachment 3.1.4 498



CITY OF BOROONDARA MUNICIPAL-WIDE HERITAGE GAP STUDY 

307 

- ‘Ramornie’ at 24 Pakington Street, Kew (HO103). A substantial two-storey red brick 
Queen Anne of 1890. It has corner towers with witch’s hat roofs, and a two-storey 
verandah with cast-iron detail across the façade between them. 

 
Figure 12. ‘Ramornie’ at 24 Pakington Street, Kew. (Source: Google Streetview, 2014) 
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- ‘Pontefract’ at 199 Whitehorse Road, Balwyn (HO420). A large two-storey 
polychrome brick Queen Anne house built in 1892. It has decorative half-timbering 
to the gables, and the verandah has turned timber posts and a solid arched timber 
frieze. Large additions were made to the rear when it was converted to apartments 
in the 1930s. The architect is not known. 

 
Figure 13. ‘Pontefract’ at 199 Whitehorse Road, Balwyn. (Source: Lovell Chen, 2005) 

- ‘Elderslie’ at 15 Alma Road, Camberwell (HO365). A modest single-storey villa 
designed by architect Evander McIver and built in 1890-91. It is considered a 
prototype for the emerging Federation villa, with an asymmetrical plan, red brick 
walls, pyramidal hipped roof, and Japanese influenced timber fretwork. 

- ‘Kantara’ at 622 Riversdale Road, Camberwell (HO400). An important early 
example of Australian Federation villa design of 1892, with red brick walls, integral 
verandah roof and a decorative corner tower. 

- 30 Howard Street, Glen Iris (HO387).  A two-storey brick house with cream brick 
dressings of 1894-95. Queen Anne in style, it shows influence from contemporary 
American free style architecture. The verandah has turned timber posts and a 
ladder-back frieze combined with solid arched timber panels. 

 
‘Urangeline’ shares its early date with 9 Eglinton Street, of c1883-84, which is another 
example of Reed, Henderson & Smart’s pioneering use of red face brick. It shares details 
such as the decorative margin glazing to the sash windows, as well as continued use of 
the low-line Victorian Italianate roof form covered in slates. 9 Eglinton Street is smaller in 
scale, and exhibits a predominantly neoclassical flavour, which was not as influential as 
the picturesque Queen Anne first developed at houses such as ‘Urangeline’. 
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In its scale, ‘Urangeline’ is most comparable with substantial dwellings such as ‘Holyrood’, 
‘Ramornie’, and ‘Pontefract’, and is one of a number of surviving nineteenth-century 
mansions in Kew and other Boroondara suburbs. It is distinguished from these other 
examples by its seminal place in the introduction of the Queen Anne style in Melbourne 
and Victoria. As such it may be of State significance, though the change in setting (loss of 
the garden), addition of the two-storey bay to its main west elevation, and loss of detail 
from the return verandah would have to be considered if exploring this level of significance. 
It is most certainly a very important example within Kew and the City of Boroondara, and 
has been used as a comparative example for a range of houses already on the Boroondara 
Heritage Overlay.   
 
Assessment Against Criteria 
 
Criteria referred to in Practice Note 1: Applying the Heritage Overlay, Department of 
Planning and Community Development, revised July 2015, modified for the local context. 
 
 
CRITERION A: Importance to the course or pattern of the City of Boroondara's cultural or 
natural history (historical significance). 
 
‘Urangeline’ is of historical significance for its association with Carey Baptist Grammar 
School since 1922. The Baptist Union of Victoria acquired the property that year to serve 
as the home of its new denominational school, which officially opened in February the 
following year. It has been associated with the school since that time. 
 
CRITERION B: Possession of uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of the City of 
Boroondara's cultural or natural history (rarity). 
 
NA 
 
CRITERION C: Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of the 
City of Boroondara's cultural or natural history (research potential). 
 
NA 
 
CRITERION D: Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of 
cultural or natural places or environments (representativeness). 
 
NA 
 
CRITERION E: Importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics (aesthetic 
significance). 
 
‘Urangeline’ exhibits a number of features that would come to characterise the Australian 
version of the Queen Anne style, which became so popular in the late 1890s and early 
1900s. These include picturesque asymmetrical massing, the combining of medieval motifs 
(such as the gable above the entrance) with classical ones (such as the segmentally 
arched windows with keystones, and triangular pediment to the entrance tower), 
tuckpointed red face brick walls and chimneys, turned timber verandah posts, and the 
decorative margin glazing to the sash windows. 
 
CRITERION F: Importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement at a particular period (technical significance). 
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‘Urangeline’ is important as one of the very first, and the oldest surviving, example of the 
new Queen Anne style in the Melbourne metropolitan area. The style was strongly 
influenced by the English Domestic Revival designs by English architects Richard Norman 
Shaw and William Eden Nesfield, which in turn drew inspiration from picturesque English 
rural buildings and Tudor architecture. In Australia, the style was a reaction against what 
was considered ‘sham’ Victorian architecture, with cement render finishes and ornament 
singled out for special condemnation. Reed, Henderson & Smart were responsible not only 
for introducing the Queen Anne style to Melbourne, but they also led the revival in the use 
of red face brick, of which ‘Urangeline’ is also a very early example. 
 
CRITERION G: Strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group 
for social, cultural or spiritual reasons. This includes the significance of a place to 
Indigenous peoples as part of their continuing and developing cultural traditions (social 
significance). 
 
Carey Baptist Grammar School students and alumni hold strong associations with 
‘Urangeline’, which has served first as the base and later as the symbolic heart of their 
school. 
 
CRITERION H: Special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, 
of importance in the City of Boroondara's history (associative significance). 
 
‘Urangeline’ is significant for its association with the designers, Reed, Henderson & Smart, 
as a demonstration of the practice’s seminal role in introducing the Queen Anne style to 
the Melbourne area and also as leaders of the red brick revival, both of which transformed 
Melbourne’s suburbs. 
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Statement of Significance 
 
What is Significant? 
‘Urangeline’, originally known as ‘Edzell’ and later as ‘Mildura’, at 349 Barkers Road, Kew, 
is significant to the extent of its original fabric. The house was designed in 1883 by 
architectural practice Reed, Henderson & Smart for Scottish-born solicitor James C 
Stewart, and erected in 1884. The house was later owned by grazier Alexander McEdward, 
who renamed it ‘Mildura’ (1888-99), and then pastoralist Thomas Rand (1899-1922) who 
gave it its present name. The property was then purchased by the Baptist Union of Victoria 
to serve as the home for the newly established Carey Baptist Grammar School. 
 
The later alterations and additions associated with its institutional use are not significant. 
 
How is it significant? 
‘Urangeline’ is of local historical, aesthetic, technical (creative), social and associative 
significance to the City of Boroondara, and potentially to the State of Victoria. 
 
Why is it significant? 
‘Urangeline’ is of historical significance for its association with Carey Baptist Grammar 
School since 1922. The Baptist Union of Victoria acquired the property that year to serve 
as the home of its new denominational school, which officially opened in February the 
following year. It has been associated with the school since that time. It is also of social 
significance to Carey Baptist Grammar School students and alumni who hold strong 
associations with ‘Urangeline’. (Criteria A & H) 
 
‘Urangeline’ is of creative significance as one of the very first, and the oldest surviving, 
example of the new Queen Anne style in the Melbourne metropolitan area. The style was 
strongly influenced by the English Domestic Revival designs by English architects Richard 
Norman Shaw and William Eden Nesfield, which in turn drew inspiration from picturesque 
English rural buildings and Tudor architecture. In Australia, the style was a reaction against 
what was considered ‘sham’ Victorian architecture, with cement render finishes and 
ornament singled out for special condemnation. Reed, Henderson & Smart were 
responsible not only for introducing the Queen Anne style to Melbourne, but they also led 
the revival in the use of red face brick, of which ‘Urangeline’ is also a very early example. 
‘Urangeline’ is of associative significance as a demonstration of the practice’s seminal role 
during this period. (Criteria F & H) 
 
‘Urangeline’ exhibits a number of features that would come to characterise the Australian 
version of the Queen Anne style, which became so popular in the late 1890s and early 
1900s. These include picturesque asymmetrical massing, the combining of medieval motifs 
(such as the gable above the entrance) with classical ones (such as the segmentally 
arched windows with keystones, and triangular pediment to the entrance tower), 
tuckpointed red face brick walls and chimneys, turned timber verandah posts, and the 
decorative margin glazing to the sash windows. (Criterion E) 
 
Grading and Recommendations 
 
Recommended for inclusion in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay of the Boroondara 
Planning Scheme as an individually Significant place. 
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Recommendations for the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay (Clause 43.01) in the 
Boroondara Planning Scheme: 
 
External Paint Colours  
Is a permit required to paint an already painted surface? No 

Internal Alteration Controls  
Is a permit required for internal alterations? No 

Tree Controls  
Is a permit required to remove a tree? No 

Victorian Heritage Register 
Is the place included on the Victorian Heritage Register? No 

Incorporated Plan  
Does an Incorporated Plan apply to the site? No 

Outbuildings and fences exemptions  
Are there outbuildings and fences which are not exempt from 
notice and review? 

No 

Prohibited uses may be permitted  
Can a permit be granted to use the place for a use which would 
otherwise be prohibited? 

No 

Aboriginal Heritage Place 
Is the place an Aboriginal heritage place which is subject to the 
requirements of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006? 

No 

 
Identified By 
Sanderson, Pru Design Pty Ltd 1988, City of Kew Urban Conservation Study.  
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‘THE WILLIAM CAREY CHAPEL’ 
 
Prepared by: Trethowan Architecture in association with Context Pty Ltd 

 

Address: 349 Barkers Road, Kew 
Name: ‘The William Carey Chapel’ Survey Date: 24 July 2017 

Place Type: Religious Architect:  
Cecil R. and Graham F. Lyons 
Pty Ltd 
 

Grading: Significant Builder: Platt Brothers 

Extent of Overlay: To the north, a 6m curtilage from the 
northern most edge of the chapel; to the east, a 17.5m 
curtilage from the eastern most edge of the chapel to the 
property boundary to Daniell Place; to the south, a 2.5m 
curtilage from the eastern most edge of the chapel; and 
to the west, to the west elevation of the chapel’s narthex 
(refer Figure 8). 

Construction Date: 1969-71 
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Historical Context 
 
The first survey of the Kew area was by government surveyor Robert Hoddle, who divided 
the 1400 acres (570 hectares), the Parish of Boroondara, into 150 blocks of different sizes 
in 1837 (Morrissey 2008). Kew was divided into large allotments to encourage the 
establishment of small farms and market gardens to supply the growing settlement of 
Melbourne. These larger allotments meant that future subdivision proceeded in a 
piecemeal way (Sanderson 1988:4/2). 
 
Access to Kew was originally via a bridge to Hawthorn, opened in 1852, and by the privately 
owned Studley Park Bridge (nicknamed the Penny Bridge), opened in 1857. Direct access 
to Kew was gained when the Johnston Street Bridge was built in 1858. In 1856 the 
Boroondara Road Board District, comprising Kew, Hawthorn and Camberwell, was 
proclaimed (Victorian Places 2015). 
 
The first houses in Kew were built in the 1850s around the area now known as the Kew 
Junction. During the gold rushes of the 1850s, speculation on land purchases increased 
and the region experienced rapid expansion. As Jane Carolan writes, Kew became a 
'suburb of British expatriates who built their homes and gardens to replicate those left 
behind.' Many of the villas and mansions were built to overlook the city of Melbourne and 
were set in acres of land (Carolan 2003:3).  
 
Subdivision of land to form residential estates in the Kew area occurred from the 1860s, 
although plans from the 1860s and 1870s suggest that the scale of subdivision was quite 
small. In the 1880s, Melbourne's land boom was influential in establishing Kew's residential 
street pattern (Sanderson 1988:4/7-9).  
 
Subdivision slowed with the economic depression of the 1890s. However, by the end of 
1897, housing construction had begun anew. In 1903, Kew was described by the Australian 
Handbook as a 'very favourite place of residence for the merchants and upper tradesmen 
of the city, and is dotted with their elegant mansions, villas, and well-kept gardens' (cited 
in Victorian Places 2015). 
 
From 1920 Victoria experienced the highest marriage rate in its history and families sought 
homes away from the crowded inner suburbs of Melbourne. Following the tramlines, new 
estates were established in Kew. The pattern of expansion continued through the rest of 
the decade, and was reflected in the construction of War Service Homes, a scheme 
administered by the State Bank from July 1922, with houses in Kew built mostly on 
subdivisions in the north and east of the suburb. New subdivisions in the 1920s changed 
the rural nature of north Kew, as housing and large recreation reserves began to replace 
dairy farms and market gardens. Estates were also established on the grounds of former 
mansions. Between 1921 and 1933, Kew's population increased by 46.62% and its house 
numbers by 62.73% (Sanderson 1988:4/11-17). As a result of council policy to limit 
industry, Kew had only 29 factories in 1927 compared with Hawthorn's 140 (Morrissey 
2008), further reinforcing its reputation as a genteel residential suburb. 
 
Subdivision slowed once again with the economic depression of the late 1920s and early 
1930s, but new estates appeared in the mid-1930s. Most of the new estates were of a 
modest scale built around small courts or short streets that bisected the former grounds of 
large houses.  However, some in the northern part of the suburb had more substantial 
houses. Further subdivision occurred after World War Two (Sanderson 1988:4/20 and 
4/24). The Studley Park area of Kew underwent intensive and significant infill development 
in this period (Built Heritage 2012:17). 
 
Today, Kew retains evidence of this historical growth and development. As the City of Kew 
Urban Conservation Study states: 
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To the north and east twentieth century housing predominates, the 
result of the suburban expansion that followed both World Wars. In the 
rest of the suburb the housing is more mixed, a legacy of constant 
subdivision. For this reason Kew does not have significant nineteenth 
century streetscapes, but in the mixture of housing styles numerous 
important buildings remain, and in the individual examples both old and 
new, Kew's built heritage is almost a compendium of domestic 
architecture in Melbourne, from smaller family houses through to grand 
mansions (Sanderson 1988:4/25). 

 
History 
 
‘The William Carey Chapel’ was constructed between November 1969 (BP 1563) and 
August 1971 (Torch 2011:23). The Chapel was designed by Cecil R. and Graham F. Lyons 
Pty. Ltd, architects, and was constructed by Platt Brothers builders. Construction of the 
Chapel coincided with that of a Matriculation Study Centre (since demolished) which was 
also designed by Cecil R. and Graham F. Lyons Pty Ltd (refer Figure 1 and Figure 2). 
 
Established in 1923, Carey Baptist Grammar School was initially a boys’ school, 
accommodating both boarders and day boys, created with the support of the Baptist Union 
of Victoria.  From 1986, the enrolment of girls in all-year levels saw the school adopt a co-
educational platform (About - Our History 2017). The school’s original building consisted 
of the residence ‘Urangeline’, on the former ‘Urangeline’ estate located at the corner of 
Barkers Road and Wrixon Street, Kew, which had been purchased by the Baptist Union of 
Victoria from Mr and Mrs Thomas Rand in December 1922, (The Argus, 11 December 
1922:7). Rand purchased the property then known as ‘Mildura’, in September 1899, 
renaming it ‘Urangeline’ after the former Rand family property of the same name in the 
Riverina district (Horsley 2016).  The new school subsequently proceeded to increase its 
campus with the purchase of adjoining residential properties: ‘Tower Hill’ and ‘Opawa’ in 
Brougham (Daniell) Place (MMBW Detail Plan no. 1563, 1903). The school was named for 
the Revd. Dr. William Carey, the Baptist missionary and self-taught language scholar who 
undertook significant humanitarian work in India during the 18th century (About - Our 
History 2017). 
 
The necessity of a school chapel was raised, immediately following World War II. The 
Chapel was proposed as a memorial to those former students, known as ‘Old 
Grammarians’, who had lost their lives during the conflict and as recognition to those who 
had served in the armed forces. While the construction of an assembly hall, Memorial Great 
Hall, prevailed under then headmaster V.F.O. Francis, such development did not progress 
until the purchase of the ‘Tower Hill’ property. Subsequent demolition of ‘Tower Hill’ saw 
the site allocated for the Chapel (Torch 2011:23). On 22 March 1969, the site was 
dedicated at a service presided over by the Vice President of the School Council, Mr Alfred 
Mellor, with a commemorative eucalypt planted by the President of the Baptist Union of 
Victoria, the Revd. Professor B.S. Brown (Torch 2011:23). 
 
Construction of ‘The William Carey Chapel’, in conjunction with the adjoining Matriculation 
Study Centre, commenced in November 1969 (Torch 2011:23 / BP 1563). Externally, the 
Chapel was described as (‘Great Day for Carey’): 

… in the form of a square-based pyramid, its green slate roof rising from 
ground level to the apex about 56 ft. above ground level.  External walls, 
visible beneath the roof slopes, are built in cinnamon bricks, creating an 
unusually rugged surface expression.  
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Externally, notable features of the building were its green Welsh slate-clad roof (‘Pyramid 
of Many Sides’) and rusticated external wall surface of split-faced brickwork. Additional 
features included a 25ft. (7.6m) high stained timber crucifix (‘Great Day for Carey’) and an 
extensive external illumination system for the Chapel. Designed by Cecil R. and Graham 
F. Lyons Pty Ltd and installed by electrical contractors E.H. Waldron Pty Ltd, the system 
consisted of four 1500-watt tungsten halogen lamps, one oriented toward each face of the 
Chapel, and included the careful placement of ‘large decorative stones’ as part of 
landscaping efforts at external entry points so as to minimise the risk of glare to patrons 
when leaving the Chapel (refer Figure 4). In October 1971, the architects’ efforts were 
rewarded with a $50 prize to Carey Baptist Grammar School as part of the City of Light 
competition, a State Electricity Commission sponsored initiative to beautify Melbourne for 
the benefit of visitors to the annual spring racing carnival (Electricity Sales News 
1971:unpaginated). A new off-street car park also formed part of the overall development 
(‘Great Day for Carey’). 
 
At the time of the building’s opening, it could seat 240 people at full capacity, yet possessed 
the potential for its conversion to accommodate smaller audiences with the assistance of 
a system of internal sliding doors (‘Pyramid of Many Sides’). A guiding factor of the 
Chapel’s interior included art and its ability to be exhibited, the (‘Great Day for Carey’): 

… walls of the narthex… designed as display panels for students to 
exhibit their religious art works, one panel being occupied by a bronze 
tablet recording the life of William Carey, the celebrated missionary 
whose name is commemorated by the chapel. 

Other features are the baptistry for teaching purposes, a symbolic tree, 
sculptured by Clifton Pugh, and is visually linked with a bronze bas-
relief of William Carey by Walter Magilton. 

The c.1971 completion of the artwork in the baptistry by acclaimed Melbourne artist Clifton 
Pugh, named ‘Tree of Life’ (‘Pyramid of Many Sides’; refer Figure 3), occurred at the height 
of the artist’s popularity, immediately prior to his successive wins at the Archibald Prize in 
1972 and 1973 respectively (National Portrait Gallery 2012). The visually linked bas-relief 
of William Carey was to be mounted on a large boulder outside the baptistry (‘Pyramid of 
Many Sides’). 
 
Initially quoted at $92,964 (BP 1563), with all furnishings and landscaping accounted for, 
the cost of the Chapel totalled $102,000 (‘Great Day for Carey’). Money for construction of 
the Chapel was raised from the $400,000 ‘Onward Carey Development Project’, a 
fundraising appeal to the school community which had been officially launched at a dinner 
at Kew City Hall, on 21 March 1969 (Torch 2011:23). 
 
After 25 years since its initial proposal, the Chapel was dedicated at 3pm on Sunday 1 
August, 1971, by the President of the Baptist Union of Victoria: the Revd. Merlyn Holly. 
The sermon was given by the Chairman of the School Council, Mr E.E. Dunshea, with the 
keys of the chapel jointly presented to the school headmaster, Mr G.L. Cramer, by the 
school administrator, Mr A.E. Grimwade, and representatives from the architects’ (Cecil R. 
Lyons) and builders’ (Mr D.V. Platt) offices (‘Great Day for Carey’ / Torch 2011:23). 
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Cecil R. Lyons and Graham F. Lyons Pty. Ltd. 
 
Cecil Rayner (1927-2009) and Graham Fisher Lyons (1930- ) were an architect partnership 
of Geelong-based brothers who undertook projects across post-war metropolitan 
Melbourne.  No doubt influenced by their father (a builder) who passed away when they 
were at a young age, Cecil and Graham gained diplomas in architecture from the Gordon 
Institute of Technology, at Geelong (1945), with Cecil proceeding to a Bachelor of 
Architecture, via night school, from the Architecture Atelier at the University of Melbourne 
in 1951 (T Lyons, pers. comm., 24 July 2017). Following periods spent individually in 
various architectural practices, the brothers came together in the office of the notable 
architect Harry Norris in the late 1950s, where they remained until their resignations to 
commence their own practice in c.1963 (T Lyons, pers. comm., 24 July 2017). Initially 
commencing from leased offices, near Flagstaff Gardens, in King Street, Melbourne, the 
partnership of Cecil R. and Graham F. Lyons Pty Ltd purchased permanent offices, a 
terrace house, at 351 Moray Street, South Melbourne in 1968 where the practice continued 
to operate from until its closure in 2013 (L Lyons, pers. comm., 24 July 2017). At the 
partnership’s height in the 1970s it employed 14 people. The practice’s expansion was the 
result of the construction of thirty-five state-school libraries being supervised as part of the 
Commonwealth education policy under the then Whitlam Government. Another significant 
client, the mining conglomerate Hamersley Iron Pty Ltd, in Western Australia, contributed 
to the practices output from 1967-1971 (Cecil R. and Graham F. Lyons Pty Ltd c.1990). 
 
Throughout their career, the partnership was prevalent in the areas of ecclesiastical, 
educational, healthcare, financial, commercial and industrial projects. Being strict Baptists 
(L Lyons, pers. comm., 24 July 2017), all ecclesiastical projects were for the Baptist Union 
of Australia, including nine churches across metropolitan and regional Victoria. Many 
educational projects were also religious based, including Carey Baptist Grammar School, 
Kew (1964-1977). So too were healthcare projects, with many undertaken for church-
affiliate organisations including the Baptist Church Social Service Department from 1973, 
Uniting Church Social Services from 1979 and the Brotherhood of St Laurence (1985-86).  
Financial and commercial projects were undertaken for some Australia’s largest 
commercial entities of the day, including fifteen bank branch projects for the 
Commonwealth Bank of Australia, from 1979, and projects for Hamersley Iron Pty Ltd 
across Western Australia from 1967-1971 (Cecil R. and Graham F. Lyons Pty Ltd c.1990).  
However, the single-largest project undertaken by the practice was that for the Royal 
Children’s Hospital at Parkville in 1977: the twelve-storey, 106 staff flat building ‘Ferguson 
House’ in Flemington Road (Cecil R. and Graham F. Lyons Pty Ltd c.1990). Constructed 
as nurses’ accommodation, it was the largest load-bearing brick building constructed in 
Victoria at the time (T Lyons, pers. comm., 24 July 2017). While domestic commissions 
were few when compared with their more prevalent larger projects, they did complete 
several within the Geelong area, the most notable being their own homes: Cecil and his 
wife Patricia at 43 Fraser Street, Herne Hill (c.1952 with additions) and Graham and his 
wife Lorraine at 41 Fraser Street, Herne Hill (c.1965) and 35 Brinsmead Lane, Leopold in 
c.1978 (T Lyons, pers. comm., 24 July 2017).   
 
While their portfolio of works represented projects of varying size and complexity across 
thirty years of practice, ‘The William Carey Chapel’ is acknowledged as one of the defining 
projects of the partnership (T Lyons, pers. comm., 24 July 2017).   
 
In 1992, Cecil Lyons retired from the practice (T Lyons, pers. comm., 24 July 2017), 
Graham continuing as a sole practitioner until his retirement at the age of 82 in 2013 (T 
Lyons, pers. comm., 24 July 2017). Cecil died on 7 June 2009 (MyHeritage 2017). Graham, 
with his wife Lorraine, still resides at 35 Brinsmead Lane, Leopold. 
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Figure 1.  Architectural perspective of ‘The William Carey Chapel’, c.1969. External view of the 
building from within the Carey Baptist Grammar School campus, looking south-west. The single-
storey link formed part of the chapel and provided a connection to the Matriculation Study Centre 
building (since demolished). (Source: Cecil R and Graham F Lyons Architects Pty Ltd Architects) 
 

 
Figure 2.  Architectural perspective of Carey Baptist Grammar School, looking north-east.  Apart 
from the Chapel and its single-storey link, the remainder of buildings shown in the illustration 
have either been demolished or significantly altered if still standing.  (Source: Cecil R and Graham 
F Lyons Architects Pty Ltd Architects) 
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Figure 3.  A view of the sculpture ‘Tree of Life’, c.1971, by Clifton Pugh (artist). The location of 
the tree in the baptistry was part of its visual orientation with the William Carey Memorial, a bas-
relief of missionary William Carey, the Chapel’s namesake, located on a large boulder external to 
the building. Admiring the sculpture is then Carey school captain, Neil Rogers.  (Source: Cecil R. 
and Graham F. Lyons Pty Ltd) 
 

 
Figure 4.  Night view of ‘The William Carey Chapel’ under floodlight, looking west, 1971. The 
carved timber crucifix is at left. The tree in the foreground is likely the commemorative Lemon 
Scented Gum planted in 1969.  (Source: State Electricity News 1971:unpaginated) 

Urban Planning Special Committee Agenda 20/07/2020

City of Boroondara Attachment 3.1.4 511



KEW 

320 

 
Figure 5.  Site Plan for ‘The William Carey Chapel’ and former Matriculation Study Centre.  The 
study centre has since been demolished.  (Source: Building Permit 1563) 
 

 
Figure 6.  Floor Plan and Elevations for ‘The William Carey Chapel’.  (Source: Building Permit 
1563) 
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Figure 7.  Roof peak and lighting details for ‘The William Carey Chapel’.  (Source: Building Permit 
1563) 
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Description & Integrity 
The subject property, ‘The William Carey Chapel’, forms part of the larger property at 349 
Barkers Road, Kew, known as Carey Baptist Grammar School.  The larger property is 
located in that part of Kew bordered by Sackville Street to the north, Daniell Place to the 
east, Barkers Road to the south and Wrixon Street to the west. The subject property is 
located on the west side of Daniell Place, being located in that part of the street between 
Mount Street and McCartney Avenue. 
 
 

 
Figure 8.  Aerial view of ‘The William Carey Chapel’ and its immediate environs d.  The area outlined 
in red is the recommended extent of the proposed Heritage Overlay.  (Source: Google Maps, 2017) 
 
The Chapel is a single-level pyramidal shaped structure, extending to a total height of 17m 
at its apex. Extending down to the ground level where it is supported on overpainted 
rendered concrete blade walls, at its four corners, the roof of the Chapel is clad with green 
Welsh slate. A single line of Perspex clad glazing extends as strip skylights up the centre 
of each roof face, culminating in a pierced apex (refer Figure 9). At the base of the building, 
at the centre of each elevation, the roof height raises where it is supported on additional 
overpainted concrete blade walls, to create a deep eave lined with timber slats, exposing 
the exterior walls of the building beneath; the blades align with the Perspex glazed skylights 
of the roof above. The remainder of the walls are constructed from cinnamon coloured 
brickwork, the face of which has been split through creating a rusticated wall surface (refer 
Figure 10). Entrances in these locations consist of overpainted vertical timber clad doors 
with varnished timber door handles, some with steps constructed from bluestone sets (refer 
Figure 11). An olive green colour scheme to timber joinery, located on the less visible 
south-east elevation of the chapel, appears to be an earlier colour scheme when compared 
with the blue colour scheme to joinery elements on the more visible elevations of the chapel 
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(refer Figure 11 and Figure 13). A repoussé copper sign on the south-east side of the 
buildings denotes the name of the chapel (refer Figure 13). 
 
On the west side of the building is the narthex, a partially glazed single-storey structure 
that sits adjacent to the link that connects to adjoining three-storey school buildings. The 
school Cchapel is arranged on an angle to the narthex. Originally, the narthex connected 
the Cchapel with the adjoining two-storey Matriculation Study Centre; the latter has since 
been demolished (refer Figure 1, Figure 2 and Figure 5). It is noted that the narthex is not 
built as designed, with the omission of three bays with two sets of double doors, external 
planters and the baptistery to the south wall of the interior. Further alterations in 2015 
removed the baptistery and relocated a set of original doors in the north elevation. 
 
Within the immediate grounds of the Chapel, some original landscaping elements remain. 
These include the extensive use of bluestone setts for the construction of steps and paving, 
raised garden beds and a 7.6m high timber crucifix, albeit in a later location. Informal native 
plantings are present with a A large Corymbia Citriodora (Lemon Scented Gum) 
immediately adjacent to the Cchapel is believed to be the commemorative tree planted at 
the time of the chapel’s construction, because its size in comparison with other vegetation 
in the immediate vicinity. The William Carey Memorial, a boulder mounted with a copper 
bas-relief of William Carey, remains on the north side of the chapel. To the east, a bitumen 
car park separates the Cchapel from Daniell Place (refer Figure 11 and Figure 14). 
 
OverallDespite the noted changes, ‘The William Carey Chapel’ still exhibits a high level of 
integrity. This is a result of the built form and detailing of the Chapel, and some of its 
associated landscaping features, according with that documented in the original permit 
drawings held by the City of Boroondara. The Tree of Life sculpture, however, has been 
removed from the Chapel. 
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Figure 9.  View of the lower-level details of the chapel, including the deep eaves concealing the 
rusticated split-brick details with Welsh slate roof over. (Source: Trethowan, 2017) 

 
Figure 10.  Detail view of the rusticated wall surfaces to the lower levels of the building.  The 
detail has been achieved by splitting bricks in two, exposing the cores at the centre of each brick.  
All timber joinery of the building is painted either green or blue, apart from the varnished 
timber handles of the doors.  (Source: Trethowan, 2017) 
 

 
Figure 11.  View of the lower section of the north-east elevation of the chapel, showing the 
construction and landscaping details of the building. The steps and foreground paving consists of 
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bluestone sets. Beyond the set paving, in the immediate foreground, the paving is substituted with 
concrete pavers.  (Source: Trethowan, 2017) 

 
Figure 12.  View of the Narthex, showing the north entrance, looking south.  Note that the original 
Matriculation Study Centre building, also designed by Cecil R. and Graham F. Lyons Pty Ltd, has 
been demolished and minor alterations made to the north elevation. (Source: Trethowan, 2017) 
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Figure 13.  View of the copper signage, and brick work detail, at the entrance to the Cchapel, on 
the south-east elevation of the building. (Source: Trethowan, 2017) 

 
Figure 14.  View of the Cchapel from the car park, looking west. The bluestone retaining walls, 
including the timber crucifix, formed part of the original landscaping scheme but have either been 
modified or in the case of the crucifix been relocatedThe Lemon Scented Gum at right of the image, 
according to its height, is believed to be the commemorative tree planted by the President of the 
Baptist Union of Victoria in 1969.  (Source: Trethowan, 2017) 
 
Comparative Analysis 
 
Post-war Ecclesiastical Architecture - 1950 to 1970 
The austerity of the immediate post-war years and the loss of those skilled in the manual 
trades brought with it the full embrace of Modernism. The expression of the modern church 
explored new materials, plans and forms, now catered to by the new and readily available 
structural techniques. Stylistic references to ‘revival’ styles were meticulously avoided, with 
the inherent symbolism of the place executed through abstracted forms and minimalist 
adornment through articulation of brickwork, stained glass and modern sculpture (Goad 
1992: 143-144).  
 
From the 1960’s, the extension of post-war religious architecture continued but developed 
into two strands of design thought: the conventional and the radical. The conventional often 
retained the hall-like nave and utilised plain faced brickwork and render to re-establish the 
link of the ‘revival’ styles. More radical designs came about through modest sized 
congregations and their limited budgets. Each project pursued a uniqueness which often 
came from the manipulation of spaces, shapes and textures to create dramatic displays 
and interactions of light and tactility. Other characteristics employed the use of straight 
lines to emphasise verticality and heavenly connotations (Apperly et. al. 1989:230-231). 
 
Within the City of Boroondara, the building of new churches was focused in developing 
areas especially to the north and south of the former City of Camberwell, including Kew 
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East, Ashburton and Balwyn North with some replacement churches in Balwyn and 
Canterbury (Built Heritage 2012:169-173). 
 
Key practitioners of the time included Mockridge, Stahle & Mitchell, Chancellor & Patrick, 
Ivan Anderson & Associates, Bruce Kemp and Bates Smart & McCutcheon. Often each 
firm had close relationships with certain denominations which led to multiple commissions 
across the city and state. 
 
Several modern church interpretations were undertaken in the municipality with the new 
focus on the human scale and rational planning. Examples include: St Faith’s Anglican 
Church, Glen Iris and St Paul’s Anglican Church, Kew East. 
 
St Faith’s Anglican Church, 8 Charles Street, Glen Iris (HO571/H2254) was built in 1957-
58 (refer Figure 15), some 10 years prior to ‘The William Carey Chapel’. Here, Mockridge, 
Stahle and Mitchell designed a circular planned church, with a curved narthex and 
triangular sanctuary. The roof was clad in slate and capped with a prefabricated copper 
spire. Walls of pale brick and stonework wrap the steel frame and contrast with the simple 
internal finishes. The architects took a holistic approach to the design, which included 
designing all furnishings, such as the pews, pulpit, tables and candlesticks. The circular 
plan conveyed a sense of unity and intimacy and was further employed by Mockridge, 
Stahle and Mitchell in designs for Whitley College, Parkville in 1962-65 and the Religious 
Centre, Monash University in 1967-68. The unique form of the subject site is a good 
example of the experimentation undertaken in this period, however also retains key 
references such as the slate roof and articulated surfaces seen in examples such as St 
Faith’s. 
 
Planned on a hexagon, St Paul’s Anglican Church at 63 Windella Avenue (cnr. Hale 
Street), Kew East was built in 1960 (refer Figure 16). Designed by Earle and Bunbury, 
notable modern church architects, an exposed steel skeleton holds the pyramidal roof.  
Eaves are created by the offset framing to the wall, with few openings to the wall excluding 
the strip windows above and a single vertical window facing Windella Avenue. Subtle 
historic influences such as top lighting were carried across into the design, albeit in a 
modern interpretation. The plain faced concrete blockwork and steel structure were 
expressed unadorned whereby the distinct surfaces of the subject site created a natural 
rock-like feature which created a greater connection to the ground through the extruded 
corners of the structure. 
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Figure 15.  ‘St Faith’s Church’, 8 Charles Street, Glen Iris, 1957-58, by Mockridge, Stahle & 
Mitchell (architect). (Source: Heritage Victoria) 
 

 
Figure 16.  ‘St Paul’s Church’, 63 Windella Avenue, Kew East, 1960, by Earle & Bunbury 
(architect). (Source: Heritage Victoria) 
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School Memorial Chapels 
The City of Boroondara has been previously identified, through the inclusion of properties 
in Heritage Overlays, as a municipality in which a prevalence of denominational schools 
have constructed architect-designed memorial chapels, many as war memorials in honour 
of fallen alumni, as part of their campuses (Built Heritage 2012:178-180).   
 
The earliest example of a purpose built war memorial, while not a chapel, was the ‘War 
Memorial Hall’ at Scotch College (HO608); refer Figure 18. Constructed 1920-1922 to a 
design by architect Henry Kemp in commemoration of all the ‘old boys’ who served in the 
Great War, the design was to be an extension of the new school buildings and was 
composed as the eastern extension of the Quadrangle of the Senior School, in order to 
take in the morning sun. The foundation stone was laid on 5 March 1920 (Context 2016:8) 
with the hall’s dedication taking place on ANZAC Day, 1922 (The Argus 9 May 1922:8). 
Designed in the Gothic Revival style, the architecture of the hall was a reference to the 
extant architecture of the school campus. However, like ‘The William Carey Chapel’, the 
‘War Memorial Hall’ also constituted a new part of an integrated school campus and was 
not constructed as a physically isolated structure. 
 

 
Figure 17. Elevation of the ‘Scotch College 
Memorial Hall’ as designed by architect 
Henry Kemp. (Source: The Scotch College 
and its War Memorial (Booklet), State 
Library of Victoria). 

 
- Figure 18. ‘Scotch College War 
Memorial Hall’, Scotch College, 1 Morrison 
Street, Hawthorn. (Source: Scotch College 
Heritage Citation, Context, 2016). 

 
The second earliest of these was the ‘Xavier College Memorial Chapel’, designed in 1927 
by Ole Jorgensen (Xavier College 2017), of the firm Schrieber and Jorgensen (VHR 
citation, H0893). Built to coincide with the Golden Jubilee of Xavier College in 1928, the 
chapel was constructed as a memorial to the young Xavierians who died in service of the 
country in World War I, its construction running from June 1927 through to September 1934 
(Xavier College 2017). Representing a monumental example of revivalist Baroque 
architecture (VHR citation, H0893), the Chapel represents an architectural gesture to the 
Italian origins of the Society of Jesus, who established the College, and the Classical-
Revival architecture of the existing campus buildings (refer Figure 17). ‘Xavier College 
Memorial Chapel’ is included on the Victorian Heritage Register. 
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Figure 19.  ‘Xavier College Memorial Chapel’, Xavier College, 135 Barkers Road, Kew, 1927-
34, by Schrieber and Jorgenson (architect). (Source: Heritage Victoria) 
 
In 1933, Scotch College (HO608) commenced the construction of the ‘Littlejohn Memorial 
Chapel’ (Gould 1992:unpaginated), its dedication occurring in 1936 (Scotch College 2017); 
refer Figure 18. Designed by Robertson Kirkland of the firm Scarborough, Robertson and 
Love architects (RIBA), the Gothic architecture of the chapel was a reference to the 
school’s Scottish heritage and collegiate traditions born from the Scottish enlightenment at 
Aberdeen University (Scotch College 2017). Unlike ‘The William Carey Chapel’, and other 
denominational school chapels in the municipality, the ‘Littlejohn Memorial Chapel’ was not 
constructed as a war memorial, but instead was named in memorial for former Scotch 
College headmaster William Littlejohn (1904-1933). 
 

 
Figure 20.  ‘Littlejohn Memorial Chapel’, Scotch College, Hawthorn, Melbourne: the west front’, 
Scotch College, 1 Morrison Street, Hawthorn, 1933-36, by Scarborough, Robertson & Love 
(architect). (Source: RIBA Architecture Image Library) 
 
In 1959, during the post-war period, an Italian influenced memorial chapel, the ‘Fitchett 
Chapel’, emerged at Methodist Ladies College (MLC), 207 Barkers Road, Kew; the modern 
Romanesque/Tuscan-inspired brick chapel constructed to the design of architect F. 
Clarence Armstrong (Sanderson 1988); refer Figure 19.  It was constructed as a memorial 
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‘in thanksgiving for peace after the war of 1939-45’ (Chapel Memorial Stone, 21 Feb. 1959). 
Like ‘The William Carey Chapel’, ‘Fitchett Chapel’ also signalled a departure from tradition 
and the role architecture played on the campus of traditional schools.  While a grand 
Gothic-Revival style chapel had been planned at MLC since 1947 (The Age 11 April 
1947:2), complementing the traditional architectural language of the campus, this was 
instead dispensed with for the Italian inspired chapel that exists today. Like MLC, ‘The 
William Carey Chapel’ instead opted for a departure from the norm, opting for a slate-clad 
pyramid shaped form, reminiscent of a traditional church spire and the landmark status 
associated with such forms. Part of MLC is included in a Heritage Overlay within the 
Boroondara Planning Scheme. 
 
While the chapels by Schrieber and Jorgensen (Xavier) and Scarborough, Robertson and 
Love (Scotch) celebrated the tradition of their respective institutions through a form of 
architectural conservatism that responded to the architecture of their respective campuses, 
the designs of Clarence Armstrong (MLC) and Cecil and Graham Lyons (Carey) signalled 
a departure from the tastes of tradition, instead choosing to celebrate the renewed 
optimism the post-war period with various forms architectural experimentation that became 
representative of latter ecclesiastical architecture.  Post-war architecture typically defined, 
in built form, a sense of optimism following World War II which signalled a departure from 
the norm, instead opting for stylistic, structural and social experimentation. ‘Fitchett Chapel’ 
communicated this in a largely traditional built form of nave and spire, albeit with Italian 
inspired stylistic details that differed from the distinctive Gothic Revival language of the 
MLC campus. ‘The William Carey Chapel’ communicated this through a pyramid-shaped 
built form, clad with Welsh slate with a rusticated masonry base of split-faced brickwork, 
communicating the landmark status of a church spire while responding to the low-scale 
built form of the school campus, a result of its development from a disparate collection of 
historic mansion estates and villa residences accumulated by the school since its 
establishment in 1923. 
 
In addition, like ‘The William Carey Chapel’, the ‘Fitchett Chapel’ also incorporated 
significant artworks as part of its overall aesthetic. While those at ‘The William Carey 
Chapel’ celebrated the teachings of Revd. Dr. William Carey, the sculpture ‘Tree of Life’ 
(Clifton Pugh, 1971) specifically, those in the ‘Fitchett Chapel’ instead focussed on the 
achievements of twenty-one inspiring women who made contributions to Christianity, 
considering MLC’s position as a women’s educational institution. These teachings were 
depicted in twenty-one stained glass windows, including the Queen of Tonga, HM Sālote 
Tupou III, who visited MLC in the 1950s (MLC 2017). 
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Figure 21.  ‘Fitchett Chapel’, Methodist Ladies’ College,  
207 Barkers Road, Kew, 1959, F. Clarence Armstrong (architect).  
(Source: Methodist Ladies’ College) 
 
Within the context of memorial chapels constructed for the campus of denominational 
schools in the City of Boroondara, ‘The William Carey Chapel’ is a significant example. 
Embodying the architectural optimism of the post-war period, the Chapel represents an 
outstanding example of ecclesiastical architecture that signals a departure from the typical 
pre-World War II response to a continuation and/or interpretation of a pre-existing 
architectural language adopted by such schools as Xavier and Scotch Colleges. The post-
war period also represented a time during which social expectations were challenged, with 
art proving an increasingly popular medium communicating such ideals, the Chapel and 
that at MLC, proving repositories for such artwork and their associated teachings. Further, 
the school represents an integral part of the ongoing tradition of celebrated architecturally 
designed chapels, a tradition established by Scotch College in c1920-22, and continued 
into the twentieth century. 
 
Assessment Against Criteria 
 
Criteria referred to in Practice Note 1: Applying the Heritage Overlay, Department of 
Planning and Community Development, revised July 2015, modified for the local context. 
 
CRITERION A: Importance to the course or pattern of the City of Boroondara's cultural or 
natural history (historical significance). 
 
‘The William Carey Chapel’ (1969-1971) reflects the established pattern of architect-
designed memorial chapels for denominational school campuses in the City of Boroondara.  
The chapel, designed by Cecil R. and Graham F. Lyons Pty Ltd and constructed by builders 
Platt Brothers, sits amongst the distinguished company of other architect-designed 
memorial chapels, including ‘Scotch College War Memorial Hall’ (1920-22) by Henry Kemp, 
‘Xavier College Memorial Chapel’ (1927-34) by Schrieber and Jorgensen and the ‘Fitchett 
Chapel’ (1959) by F. Clarence Armstrong, and is therefore representative of the ongoing 
development of memorial chapels, post both World Wars, within the municipality. 
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CRITERION B: Possession of uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of the City of 
Boroondara's cultural or natural history (rarity). 
 
N/A 
 
CRITERION C: Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of the 
City of Boroondara's cultural or natural history (research potential). 
 
N/A 
 
CRITERION D: Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of 
cultural or natural places or environments (representativeness). 
 
‘The William Carey Chapel’ is representative of the post-war design ethos, sense of 
optimism and architectural modernisation that became representative of latter 
ecclesiastical architecture. The high quality design of the chapel incorporates an honesty 
of structure and material, clean lines and an overall sense of innovation in design. 
 
CRITERION E: Importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics (aesthetic 
significance). 
 
‘The William Carey Chapel’ is important for its architectural innovation and re-imagination 
of traditional ecclesiastical design. This is expressed through the reinterpretation of 
traditional form and material conventions, using a pyramid shaped form and split-faced 
brickwork, stained glass and Welsh slate. Within the immediate grounds of the Chapel 
some original landscaping elements remain. These include the extensive use of bluestone 
setts for the construction of steps and paving, raised garden beds and a 7.6m high timber 
crucifix, albeit in a later location. Extant landscaping to the perimeter of the building include 
decorative boulders forming part of the detailed external lighting system; a commemorative 
Corymbia Citriodora (Lemon Scented Gum), planted by the President of the Baptist Union 
of Victoria in 1969 to commemorate the dedication of the chapel site, and timber crucifix. 
As part of its communication of religious theory, that of the Revd. Dr. William Carey for 
whom the chapel is named, it utilises symbolic artwork, the most notable of which is the 
sculpture ‘Tree of Life’, sculpted by Archibald Prize winning artist Clifton Pugh (1924-1990) 
for the baptistry of the chapel in c.1971, but this has been removed. The William Carey 
Memorial, a boulder mounted with a copper bas-relief of William Carey, remains on the 
north side of the chapel a bronze bas-relief image designed by artist Walter Magilton 
mounted on a boulder outside the baptistry window,and serves as a memorial to the 
school’s namesake. 
 
CRITERION F: Importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement at a particular period (technical significance). 
 
N/A 
 
CRITERION G: Strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group 
for social, cultural or spiritual reasons. This includes the significance of a place to 
Indigenous peoples as part of their continuing and developing cultural traditions (social 
significance). 
 
‘The William Carey Chapel’ is important for its connection with the memory of ‘Old 
Grammarians’ who lost their lives in World War II, for whom it was constructed in memory 
of, and the wider Carey Baptist Grammar School community given the Chapel’s ongoing 
use as a place of religious worship. The site on which the chapel is constructed has 
remained continuously occupied by the Carey Baptist Grammar School since the 
construction of the chapel and this strong association with the site remains today. 
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CRITERION H: Special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, 
of importance in the City of Boroondara's history (associative significance). 
N/A  
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Statement of Significance 
 
What is Significant? 
‘The William Carey Chapel’ and its immediate grounds, 349 Barkers Road (off Daniell 
Place), Kew are significant to the City of Boroondara. The chapel is a post-war example of 
ecclesiastical building at a denominational school dedicated to the memory of alumnius 
lost to war. Designed by architects Cecil R. and Graham F. Lyons Pty Ltd, it possesses a 
high level of architectural integrity. Contributory landscape elements of the place comprise 
its informal quality with use of native plantings typical of the period, decorative boulders, a 
commemorative Corymbia Citriodora (Lemon Scented Gum) and  
 
tThe William Carey Memorial,: a bronze bas-relief image mounted on a boulder to 
commemorate the school’s namesake, is a contributory landscape element.   
 
The bluestone retaining wall is not significant. 
 
How is it significant? 
‘The William Carey Chapel’ is of local historical, architectural and aesthetic significance to 
the City of Boroondara. 
 
Why is it significant? 
‘The William Carey Chapel’ (1969-71) is of historical significance as it is representative of 
an established pattern of construction of architect-designed memorial chapels at 
denominational schools, immediately following both World Wars, and the associated 
losses inflicted upon those school communities by such conflicts in the City of Boroondara. 
(Criterion A) 
 
‘The William Carey Chapel’ is a significant example of ecclesiastical architecture that is 
representative of the design ethos, optimism and architectural modernisation expressed in 
post-war period. The design features honesty of structure and material, clean lines and an 
overall sense of innovation in design characteristic of this period. The entire chapel 
complex is of aesthetic significance as a complete example of largely intact building and 
its original landscaped setting, complete with commemorative plantings anda memorial 
sculpture. (Criteria D & E) 
 
‘The William Carey Chapel’ is of social significance for its associations with the memory of 
former school alumni, known as ‘Old Grammarians’, lost in World War II and ongoing 
connections with the wider Carey Baptist Grammar School community. The site on which 
the chapel is constructed, and the chapel itself, have remained in the continuous 
occupation of Carey Baptist Grammar School, since the construction of the chapel in 1969-
71, and these strong associations continue today.  (Criterion G) 
 
Grading and Recommendations 
 
Recommended for inclusion in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay of the Boroondara 
Planning Scheme as an individually Significant place. 
 
Recommendations for the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay (Clause 43.01) in the 
Boroondara Planning Scheme: 
 
External Paint Colours  
Is a permit required to paint an already painted surface? No 

Internal Alteration Controls  
Is a permit required for internal alterations? No 
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Tree Controls  
Is a permit required to remove a tree? 

Yes – Lemon Scented 
GumNo 

Victorian Heritage Register 
Is the place included on the Victorian Heritage Register? No 

Incorporated Plan  
Does an Incorporated Plan apply to the site? No 

Outbuildings and fences exemptions  
Are there outbuildings and fences which are not exempt from 
notice and review? 

No 

Prohibited uses may be permitted  
Can a permit be granted to use the place for a use which would 
otherwise be prohibited? 

No 

Aboriginal Heritage Place 
Is the place an Aboriginal heritage place which is subject to the 
requirements of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006? 

No 

 
Identified By 
Context Pty Ltd 
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Lindum  
 
Prepared by: Context Pty Ltd 

 

Address:  315 Barkers Road Kew   
Name: Lindum Survey Date: August 2017  

Place Type: Residential Architect:   

Grading: Significant Builder:  

Extent of Overlay: To title boundaries Construction Date: c1905  

 

 
 
Historical Context 
The first survey of the Kew area was by government surveyor Robert Hoddle, who divided 
the 1400 acres (570 hectares), the Parish of Boroondara, into 150 blocks of different sizes 
in 1837 (Morrissey 2008). Kew was divided into large allotments to encourage the 
establishment of small farms and market gardens to supply the growing settlement of 
Melbourne. These larger allotments meant that future subdivision proceeded in a 
piecemeal way (Sanderson 1988:4/2).  
 
Access to Kew was originally via a bridge to Hawthorn, opened in 1852, and by the 
privately- owned Studley Park Bridge (nicknamed the Penny Bridge), opened in 1857. 
Direct access to Kew was gained when the Johnston Street Bridge was built in 1858. In 
1856 the Boroondara Road Board District, comprising Kew, Hawthorn and Camberwell, 
was proclaimed (Victorian Places 2015). 
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The first houses in Kew were built in the 1850s around the area now known as the Kew 
Junction. During the gold rushes of the 1850s, speculation on land purchases increased 
and the region experienced rapid expansion. As Jane Carolan writes, Kew became a 
'suburb of British expatriates who built their homes and gardens to replicate those left 
behind.' Many of the villas and mansions were built to overlook the city of Melbourne and 
were set in acres of land (Carolan 2003:3).  
 
Subdivision of land to form residential estates in the Kew area occurred from the 1860s, 
although plans from the 1860s and 1870s suggest that the scale of subdivision was quite 
small. In the 1880s, Melbourne's land boom was influential in establishing Kew's residential 
street pattern (Sanderson 1988:4/7-9).  
 
Subdivision slowed with the economic depression of the 1890s. However, by the end of 
1897, housing construction had begun anew. In 1903, Kew was described by the Australian 
Handbook as a 'very favourite place of residence for the merchants and upper tradesmen 
of the city, and is dotted with their elegant mansions, villas, and well-kept gardens' (cited 
in Victorian Places 2015). 
 
From 1920 Victoria experienced the highest marriage rate in its history and families sought 
homes away from the crowded inner suburbs of Melbourne. Following the tramlines, new 
estates were established in Kew. The pattern of expansion continued through the rest of 
the decade, and was reflected in the construction of War Service Homes, a scheme 
administered by the State Bank from July 1922, with houses in Kew built mostly on 
subdivisions in the north and east of the suburb. New subdivisions in the 1920s changed 
the rural nature of north Kew, as housing and large recreation reserves began to replace 
dairy farms and market gardens. Estates were also established on the grounds of former 
mansions. Between 1921 and 1933, Kew's population increased by 46.62% and its house 
numbers by 62.73% (Sanderson 1988:4/11-17). As a result of council policy to limit 
industry, Kew had only 29 factories in 1927 compared with Hawthorn's 140 (Morrissey 
2008), further reinforcing its reputation as a genteel residential suburb. 
 
Subdivision slowed once again with the economic depression of the late 1920s and early 
1930s, but new estates appeared in the mid-1930s. Most of the new estates were of a 
modest scale built around small courts or short streets that bisected the former grounds of 
large houses.  However, some in the northern part of the suburb had more substantial 
houses. Further subdivision occurred after World War Two (Sanderson 1988:4/20 and 
4/24). The Studley Park area of Kew underwent intensive and significant infill development 
in this period (Built Heritage 2012:17). 
 
Today, Kew retains evidence of this historical growth and development. As the City of Kew 
Urban Conservation Study states: 
 
To the north and east twentieth century housing predominates, the result of the suburban 
expansion that followed both World Wars. In the rest of the suburb the housing is more 
mixed, a legacy of constant subdivision. For this reason Kew does not have significant 
nineteenth century streetscapes, but in the mixture of housing styles numerous important 
buildings remain, and in the individual examples both old and new, Kew's built heritage is 
almost a compendium of domestic architecture in Melbourne, from smaller family houses 
through to grand mansions (Sanderson 1988:4/25).  
 
History 
‘Lindum’ at 315 Barkers Road is near the intersection of Wrixon Street and Barker’s Road, 
Kew. The 14 acres of land on the northeast corner of the intersection was formerly owned 
by William Henry Wrixon, solicitor, who died in December 1893, and was granted to W H 
Wrixon’s brother Sir Henry John Wrixon, barrister and politician, who was at that time living 
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in ‘Raheen’, Studley Park Road, Kew (PROV). W H Wrixon’s former 6-roomed wooden 
house was built on the very east of the 14-acre land, close to Wrixon Street diagonally 
facing southwest. The beginning of the driveway off Barkers Road was about where the 
current gateway of 315 Barkers Road is situated (see Figure 1).  
 

 
Figure 1. Current extent of land at 315 Barkers Road (after subdivision in 1954) marked on an 
extract of Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works Detailed Plan No 1572, 1903 (Source: 
SLV). 

In 1903, the land was transferred to the auctioneers Yeo Crosthwaite and Co and became 
subdivided into building allotments (Age 3 October 1903:20). It is not known who 
commissioned or designed the residence, but one possibility is that the auctioneers Yeo 
Crosthwaite and Co engaged in developing some of the housing allotments in their 
management. For instance, from March to May 1908, an ‘excellently finished new modern 
Queen Anne villa with 9 rooms’ (Argus 28 March 1908:14).  
 
The first occupier of the Queen Anne villa was Mrs Barbara Ross Eady (née McPherson), 
who relocated from Sydney after her husband William Wilton Eady’s death in 1892. The 
family moved to Melbourne as Barbara R Eady’s younger brother Sir William McPherson 
took responsibility for them. Just before moving into Kew, Mrs Easy, her son Marshall 
Thomas Wilton and two daughters, Adelaide Jessie and Marion Annette, tenanted at a 7-
roomed house known as ‘Lindum’ in Shakespeare Grove, Hawthorn (RB 1907).  
 
M T W Eady, the eldest son of Barbara was away from home working for Ruston & Hornsby 
Ltd in Lincolnshire, England, and at the time of his return to Melbourne in 1907, the Eady 
family moved to a larger, newly built villa of 9 rooms in Barkers Road (AEC 1908). The 
subject residence in Barkers Road was also named ‘Lindum’ by the family. The house 
appeared in the street directory just as ‘Lindum’ without a street number, and it was in the 
mid-1910s that it became 315 Barkers Road (S&Mc 1910-17). 
 
Barbara R Eady resided in ‘Lindum’ until her death in March 1928. The house was sold by 
instructions from M T W Eady on 1 September 1928. By this time, ‘Lindum’ consisted 9 
rooms including entrance hall, drawing room, billiard room and panelled inglenook 
fireplace. Bathroom and kitchen were serviced with hot water, and gas and fire stoves were 
installed in the kitchen. The residence was accompanied with a detached washhouse, 
wood and coal stores, workshop and garage. The land had a 130-feet frontage to Barkers 
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Road by a depth of 200 feet, which provided enough room for a tennis court on the premise 
(Argus 29 August 1928:2).  
 
According to the Sands & McDougall street directories, the residence was shortly vacant 
until J S Dickson’s occupancy in 1930, and Roy George Parsons, manager, occupied 315 
Barkers Road from 1932 (S&Mc 1929-45). Parsons live in the property throughout the 
1940s until his relocation to Balwyn Road, Balwyn in the early 1950s (Age 1 May 1953:9). 
 
In November 1954, the vacant house was again auctioned for sale by G.G. Henderson Pty 
Ltd, being labelled as spacious brick family home, but the auction appeared to be 
unsuccessful, being advertised for sale with a fixed price of £8,000 in the following month 
(Age 17 November 1954:2; Age 4 December 1954:43). At this time, the house was 
described to be of 9 rooms, 6 rooms downstairs and 3 bedrooms upstairs, consisting 
internal and external bathrooms and two garages. Also, the land was subdivided into two, 
with the vacant land on the west of the house being sold for the new development (Age 30 
October 1954:38). As the result, the frontage of 315 Barkers Road was reduced to 76 feet 
4 inch (Age 28 February 1962:24).  
 
Description & Integrity 
The house at 315 Barkers Road is on an allotment with large garden to the front and rear. 
To the west side there is a small setback from the side boundary and a driveway setback 
to the east. The large house currently occupies the centre of the site, and the front garden 
is dominated by several mature trees including a Canary Island palm Phoenix canariensis, 
two elm trees and a Blue Atlas Cedar. 
 
The house is designed in the Queen Anne style and has a highly picturesque, yet formal 
composition. Originally designed to have both formal and garden frontages, it features a 
symmetrical front elevation with recessed entry set between a pair of projecting gables. 
The steeply pitched roof accommodates dormer windows to the south and east. The tiled 
terra-cotta roof is complex in form with a series of cascading hip roofs that resolve at the 
rear into a single wide hip across the whole width of the building. The front features 
matching gable ends with roughcast render and vertical timber strapping flanking an arched 
porch with ox-bow arched brick and roughcast parapet.  

 
Figure 2. Ox-bow arched brick parapet to the porch   

The roof extends into a facetted verandah to the west, although now constrained in its 
outlook. The verandah has plain posts and the same roughcast and timber detail to its 
spandrels. The exceptionally tall and slender chimneys have corbelled brickwork to their 
tops. Each of the front bow windows of four panes has decorative shingled cladding above 
with both square cut and bevelled corners shingles. Apart from the painting of the brickwork 
the house has a high degree of integrity and no visible external additions.  
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Comparative Analysis 
A new style began to typify the inner suburbs of Boroondara from the early 1900s, which 
was neither defined by small cottages nor grand mansions. Many vacant blocks from 
1880s’ estates were filling up with single-storeyed residences in the Queen Anne style, 
adaptations of English styles and Edwardian villas, which gradually increased in scale to 
include attic storeys (Butler & McConville 1991:18). 
 
The Queen Anne style is characterised by a complex, asymmetrical form set below a 
steeply pitched hipped roof (pyramidal or with gablets). In a few cases, there is a modest 
attic storey indicated by original dormer windows. There may be a strong diagonal 
emphasis, expressed in the verandah form or by the presence of a corner bay window or 
entrance. There are also examples with a more formal or symmetrical composition to the 
front where there is both a highly picturesque and lively composition and in the hands of 
skilled architects, often a formal composition as well. 
 
The Queen Anne style is characterised by roofs clad in terracotta tiles, slate or corrugated 
iron (this last one more common for timber houses), with decorative terracotta elements 
including capping, finials and other decoration. Features include projecting gabled bays, 
bay windows, hoods over windows (sometimes with decorative bracketing), red brick 
chimneys with decorative details such as corbelling, strapwork, roughcast or terracotta 
chimney pots, and sash or casement windows often with decorative highlight windows 
(filled with leadlight or coloured glass). Verandahs tend to be one of two types: a verandah 
that is continuous with the main roof and often returns around the side, with turned timber 
posts and decorative timber fretwork; or smaller porches which may have a separate roof 
form, and in rarer cases the porch extending to an elegant shaped parapet.  
 
Architect Christopher Cowper was renowned for his Queen Anne houses in the middle ring 
suburbs of Brighton, Kew, Hawthorn and Camberwell, as typified by his own house at 14 
Studley Avenue, Kew (c1907) and ‘Constantia’, 9 Hilda Crescent, Hawthorn (1907-12). 
(Context 2005:20). Several houses by Cowper are useful comparisons with 315 Barkers 
Road, although generally these houses are less picturesque in form, such as No. 11 
Barrington Avenue Kew, (Barrington Avenue Precinct HO142) and 8 Denmark Street Kew 
(HO296). Lindum has a similar symmetrical composition with central arched porch and a 
pair of bow windows set in projecting gable roofed forms. It is more conventional that 
Cowper’s work in its adoption of symmetrical form and matching windows. 

 
Figure 3. 167 Cotham Road Kew, (HO285) with 
entry porch that is a similar architectural feature 
to 315 Barkers Road. Otherwise the house is a 
more conventional Edwardian style.  

 
Figure 4. 24 Miller Grove Kew, 1914, (HO322) is a 
fine and broadly externally intact example Queen 
Anne house featuring a pair of front gables 
similar to 315 Barkers Road. 
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Figure 5. 19 Linda Crescent Hawthorn, 
(Contributory in HO152) Although less 
picturesque in form, this house shows both the 
central porch with parapet and the pair of gables 
forming a symmetrical composition. 

 
Figure 6. 8 Denmark Street Kew (HO296), 1813 
by Christopher Cowper who designed several 
houses in this form with central porch set between 
flanking gables.    

 

Figure 7. 2- 4 Barrington Avenue Kew   

 

Figure 8. 11 Barrington Avenue Kew by 
architect Christopher Cowper   

315 Barkers Road illustrates a symmetrical Queen Anne composition with a central porch 
set between a pair of gables. When compared with these, 315 Barkers Road combines the 
more picturesque and flamboyant features of the Queen Anne (steeply pitched roof, 
elaborate chimneys, leadlight windows) with the formal front composition. Furthermore 315 
Barkers Road features the rarer feature of a porch with parapet extending above the 
roofline.  
 
Assessment Against Criteria 
 
Criteria referred to in Practice Note 1: Applying the Heritage Overlay, Department of 
Planning and Community Development, revised July 2015, modified for the local context. 
 
 
CRITERION A: Importance to the course or pattern of the City of Boroondara's cultural or 
natural history (historical significance). 
 
NA 
 
CRITERION B: Possession of uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of the City of 
Boroondara's cultural or natural history (rarity). 
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NA 
 
CRITERION C: Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of the 
City of Boroondara's cultural or natural history (research potential). 
 
NA 
 
CRITERION D: Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of 
cultural or natural places or environments (representativeness). 
 
315 Barkers Road is a fine example of the Queen Anne style that is characterised by a 
complex, asymmetrical building form set below a steeply pitched hipped roof. 315 Barkers 
Road is a notable example of the Queen Anne style with a formal or symmetrical frontage 
but also exuding a highly picturesque and lively overall composition. This more formal 
approach is demonstrated through many houses in Boroondara, including those by noted 
architect Christopher Cowper.  
 
CRITERION E: Importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics (aesthetic 
significance). 
 
315 Barkers Road is of aesthetic significance for its characteristic features including its 
highly picturesque and cascading hipped roof form with dormer windows and a terra cotta 
tiled roof. The frontage is notable for its ox-bow arched parapet and central arched 
entrance between steeply pitched gable ends over bow windows. The west elevation is 
notable for its facetted verandah that once overlooked garden but is now curtailed in this 
regard by the limitations of a smaller site. The exceptionally tall, slender and well modelled 
chimneys complement the overall composition and are significant features in themselves. 
The combination of materials is highly characteristic of the style and, although now 
overpainted, the combination of rough cast render, timber shingles, brickwork and leaded 
glass to the main windows all contribute to the detail of this house.  
The Canary Island palm Phoenix Canariensis is a tall and well formed specimen that adds 
to the garden setting.  
 
CRITERION F: Importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement at a particular period (technical significance). 
 
NA 
 
CRITERION G: Strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group 
for social, cultural or spiritual reasons. This includes the significance of a place to 
Indigenous peoples as part of their continuing and developing cultural traditions (social 
significance). 
 
NA 
 
CRITERION H: Special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, 
of importance in the City of Boroondara's history (associative significance). 
 
NA 
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Statement of Significance 
 
What is Significant? 
The nine-roomed house at 315 Barkers Road, situated on land subdivided in 1903 from a 
14-acre allotment owned by solicitor William Henry Wrixon, is significant. The house, built 
in a Queen Anne Style between 1903 and 1908, originally occupied by Barbara Ross Eady, 
and named Lindum is significant.  
 
How is it significant? 
The house at 315 Barkers Road is of local aesthetic and architectural significance to the 
City of Boroondara.  
 
Why is it significant? 
315 Barkers Road is a fine example of the Queen Anne style that is characterised by a 
complex, asymmetrical building form set below a steeply pitched hipped roof. 315 Barkers 
Road is a notable example of the Queen Anne style with a formal or symmetrical frontage 
but also exuding a highly picturesque and lively overall composition. This more formal 
approach is demonstrated through a number of houses in Boroondara, including those by 
noted architect Christopher Cowper. (Criterion D)  
 
315 Barkers Road is of aesthetic significance for its characteristic features including its 
highly picturesque and cascading hipped roof form with dormer windows and a terra cotta 
tiled roof. The frontage is notable for its ox-bow arched parapet and central arched 
entrance between steeply pitched gable ends over bow windows. The west elevation is 
notable for its facetted verandah that once overlooked garden but is now curtailed in this 
regard by the limitations of a smaller site. The exceptionally tall, slender and well modelled 
chimneys complement the overall composition and are significant features in themselves. 
The combination of materials is highly characteristic of the style and, although now 
overpainted, the combination of rough cast render, timber shingles, brickwork and leaded 
glass to the main windows all contribute to the detail of this house.  
The Canary Island palm Phoenix Canariensis is a tall and well formed specimen that adds 
to the garden setting. (Criterion E)  
 
Grading and Recommendations 
 
Recommended for inclusion in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay of the Boroondara 
Planning Scheme as an individually Significant place. 
 
Recommendations for the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay (Clause 43.01) in the 
Boroondara Planning Scheme: 
 
External Paint Colours  
Is a permit required to paint an already painted surface? No 

Internal Alteration Controls  
Is a permit required for internal alterations? No 

Tree Controls  
Is a permit required to remove a tree? 

Yes  
Phoenix Canariensis 
Canary Island palm   

Victorian Heritage Register 
Is the place included on the Victorian Heritage Register? No 

Incorporated Plan  
Does an Incorporated Plan apply to the site? No 

Outbuildings and fences exemptions  
Are there outbuildings and fences which are not exempt from 
notice and review? 

No 
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Prohibited uses may be permitted  
Can a permit be granted to use the place for a use which would 
otherwise be prohibited? 

No 

Aboriginal Heritage Place 
Is the place an Aboriginal heritage place which is subject to the 
requirements of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006? 

No 

 
 
Identified By 
Context Pty Ltd 
 
References 
Age, as cited. 

Argus, as cited. 

Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works Plan, as cited. 

Built Heritage Pty Ltd 2012, ‘City of Boroondara Thematic Environmental History’, prepared 
for the City of Boroondara. 

Carolan, Jane 2003, For the green and the gold and the mitre: a centenary history of Trinity 
Grammar School, Kew. Volume 1: For the green: Trinity Grammar School, 1903-2003, 
Benchmark Publications, Montrose. 

City of Kew Rate Books (RB), as cited. 

Morrissey, Sylvia 2008, ‘Kew in eMelbourne, School of Historical and Philosophical 
Studies, University of Melbourne, http://www.emelbourne.net.au/biogs/EM00796b.htm, 
accessed 13 July 2017. 

Public Records Office Victoria (PROV), VPRS 28/P0 unit 685, item 53/921. 

Sanderson, Pru Design Pty Ltd 1988, City of Kew Urban Conservation Study: volume 2, 
prepared for the Victorian National Estate Committee and City of Kew. 

Victorian Places 2015, Monash University and University of Queensland, 
http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/kew, accessed 12 July 2017. 

Sands & McDougall, Melbourne and Suburban Directories (S&Mc), as cited. 
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Shops 
 
Prepared by: Context Pty Ltd 

 

Address: 1139-1141 Burke Road Kew 
Name: Shops Survey Date: August 2017  

Place Type: Commercial Architect:  

Grading: Significant Builder: 

Extent of Overlay: To title boundaries  Construction Date: 1916-17 

 

 
 
Historical Context  
Subdivision of land to form residential estates in the Kew area occurred from the 1860s, 
although plans from the 1860s and 1870s suggest that the scale of subdivision was quite 
small. In the 1880s, Melbourne's land boom was influential in establishing Kew's residential 
street pattern (Sanderson 1988:4/7-9). Subdivision slowed with the economic depression 
of the 1890s, but, by the end of 1897, housing construction had begun anew. As noted by 
local historian Andrew Frost, the Kew Mercury confirmed the recovery on 30 May 1899 
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when the newspaper reported that in the previous year 'there had been a strong demand 
for “medium class” houses within reasonable distance of train or tram, and that over £9,000 
of new buildings had been erected in Kew' (Frost nd:3-4). In 1901 Kew's population was 
9469 (Victorian Places 2015).  
 
In 1903, Kew was described by the Australian Handbook as a 'very favourite place of 
residence for the merchants and upper tradesmen of the city, and is dotted with their 
elegant mansions, villas, and well-kept gardens' (cited in Victorian Places 2015). 
 
From 1920 Victoria experienced the highest marriage rate in its history and families sought 
homes away from the crowded inner suburbs of Melbourne. Following the tramlines, new 
estates were established in Kew. The pattern of expansion continued through the rest of 
the decade, and was reflected in the construction of War Service Homes, a scheme 
administered by the State Bank from July 1922, with houses in Kew built mostly on 
subdivisions in the north and east of the suburb. New subdivisions in the 1920s changed 
the rural nature of north Kew, as housing and large recreation reserves began to replace 
dairy farms and market gardens. Estates were also established on the grounds of former 
mansions. Between 1921 and 1933, Kew's population increased by 46.62% and its house 
numbers by 62.73% (Sanderson 1988:4/11-17). As a result of council policy to limit 
industry, Kew had only 29 factories in 1927 compared with Hawthorn's 140 (Morrissey 
2008), further reinforcing its reputation as a genteel residential suburb. 
 
Subdivision slowed once again with the economic depression of the late 1920s and early 
1930s, but new estates appeared in the mid-1930s. Most of the new estates were of a 
modest scale built around small courts or short streets that bisected the former grounds of 
large houses.  However, some in the northern part of the suburb had more substantial 
houses. Further subdivision occurred after World War Two (Sanderson 1988:4/20 and 
4/24). The Studley Park area of Kew underwent intensive and significant infill development 
in this period (Built Heritage 2012:17). 
 
History 
The ‘Balmoral Hill Estate’ Kew, 47 small lots on the west side of Burke Road between 
Mount Street and Sackville Street, was auctioned by Frederick Linsey Flint in November 
1887 (Balmoral Hill Estate 1887). The success of this auction must have spurred Flint to 
follow soon after with the ‘Hillside’ subdivision, which was advertised in September 1888 
and encompassed the area surrounded by Burke Road, Mount Street, Carlisle Street and 
Barkers Road. It consisted of 26 “business and villa sites” (Argus, 21 September 1888:3; 
‘Hillside, Camberwell’ 1888). In January 1891 Flint advertised for sale Lots 1 and 10 in the 
‘Hillside’ subdivision, suggesting only these were unsold (Argus, 17 January 1891:2). Kate 
Linsey Flint, wife of Frederick Linsey Flint, became the owner of Lot 10 in January 1892 
(CT 2407 F.234). 
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Figure 1. ‘Hillside, Camberwell’, Auctioneer’s plan, 1888, John S. Jenkins Surveyor 75 Chancery 
Lane Melbourne. (Source: SLV map collection) 
 
Development was slow. In 1903 Lot 10 was vacant and there were two houses on the 
Burke Road part of the ‘Hillside’ subdivision, one on Lots 2 and 3 and one on Lot 7. Six 
houses had been built on the fourteen lots behind (MMBW DP No.1561, 1903). The 
‘Balmoral Hill Estate’ to the north had seventeen houses (Sanderson 1988:4/9). 
 
Arthur John Stevens, bootmaker of Landale Street, Box Hill, became the owner of Lot 10 
of the ‘Hillside’ subdivision in April 1916 (CT V.2404 F.234). Stevens was born in 
Bournemouth, England in c1869 (BDM Event No.8295/1940). He married Jessie Elizabeth 
Harris in 1892 (BDM Event No.2465/1892). Jessie was born in St Kilda in 1871 (BDM Event 
No.5728/1871). The family was living in Prahran by the turn of the century. Son Albert 
Edmund was born in Prahran 1901 and another son Arthur Bernard was born in Prahran 
in 1906 (BDM Events Nos.5962/1901 & 13235/1906). Arthur John Stevens had a 
bootmaker’s shop at 69 High Street Prahran in 1913 (Prahran Telegraph, 11 October 
1913:5). 
 
Arthur John Stevens had the two-storey building with two shop fronts and residence 
upstairs built on Lot 10 of the Hillside subdivision in Burke Street in 1916-17. The Sands 
and McDougall directory first shows A.J. Stevens, bootmaker, residing and trading at what 
was then 15 Burke Road Kew in 1918 (S&McD 1918). By the 1919 directory the other shop 
in the building was occupied by William Brown, fruiterer, and the numbering had changed, 
with Stevens at 180 Burke Road and Brown at No.182 (S&McD 1919).  
 
By 1924 the section of the ‘Hillside’ subdivision fronting the west side of Burke Road 
between Barkers Road and Mount Street was fully developed apart from one lot. To the 
south of Stevens’ building were a confectioner and a butcher, and to the north was a picture 
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framer’s shop and a draper. The remainder of the lots were occupied by residences. The 
other shop in Stevens’ building was occupied by Modral Brothers Grocers (S&McD 1924). 
In the 1930 directory the Stevens’ shop was numbered 176 Burke Road and the other shop 
in the building was occupied by Mrs M. Coultas, grocer (S&McD 1930). 
 
By 1937 the current numbering had been adopted, with Stevens sharing his boot repair 
shop at No.1141 with his daughter Elsie, who was a dressmaker. Their other shop, 
No.1139, was occupied by D.E. Charlston, lawn mower repairer (S&McD 1937). 
 
Arthur John Stevens was still living at 1141 Burke Road when he died in 1940, at the age 
of 71 (Argus, 10 September 1940:10). By 1941 daughter Elsie had a dressmaker’s shop at 
No.1141 and E. Kinlay, boot repairer, was in the shop at No.1139 (S&McD 1941). Jessie 
Elizabeth Stevens remained in the residence until she died in 1947 (S&McD 1946; Argus, 
10 March 1947:16). 
 
Rachael and Austin Daglish became the owners in 1949 (CT V.7304 F.672). A jeweller’s 
and watchmaker’s shop at No. 1139 was offered for sale in 1951 (Age, 8 September 
1951:24). 
 
Description & Integrity 
The pair of shops at 1139-1141 Burke Road are located within a small commercial area 
near the intersection of Burke Road and Mont Albert Road. The building occupies 
approximately half of the depth of the site, with the remainder vacant towards a laneway at 
the rear. The pair of shops are substantially intact and feature a highly stylised façade 
treatment in red brick and render. The boldly designed façade utilises a largely two-
dimensional design to eye-catching effect.  
 
The unequal width of the ground floor frontages is resolved on the first floor into a 
symmetrical composition of paired windows set either side of an arched motif in banded 
brick and render surmounted by an oversized keystone. The façade features brick and 
render panels surrounding the sash windows, each featuring the same keystone treatment. 
The panels are framed with plain rendered pilasters and a small cornice at the pediment.  
 
The shopfronts on the ground floor feature original metal framed glazing apart from the 
top-light windows where the framing has been replaced with timber. Both shopfronts 
feature recessed entries with terrazzo flooring and original blue green tiling to the stall 
boards. The cantilevered verandah has a pressed metal soffit. The Edwardian pair of shops 
are both boldly designed and highly intact.  
 
Comparative Analysis 
Commercial buildings of the Edwardian period are in several precincts including those at 
Maling Road Canterbury, Glenferrie Road Hawthorn and Union Road Surrey Hills. These 
precincts provide similar examples of shops that are both Individually Significant and 
Contributory within precincts. Some more isolated examples exist in smaller commercial 
areas outside precincts, for example, 556-558 Glenferrie Road, Hawthorn (recommended 
for Individual Significance in the Hawthorn component of the Boroondara municipal-wide 
study).  
 

 The pair of shops at 556-558 Glenferrie Road, Hawthorn have upper floors 
recessed behind balconies with pierced brick balustrades and flat arched lintels. 
The parapets are shaped with multiple curved profiles and the individual shops are 
defined by engaged pilasters. Restrained render details in the form of a cornice 
and string course, panels and cappings are used to great effect highlighting the red 
brick walls.  
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 123-125 Maling Road, Canterbury (Significant within HO145 - Maling Road 
Shopping Centre and Residential Environs, Canterbury), built several years earlier 
than 1139-1141 Burke Road employs some stylised and simplified parapet 
detailing but otherwise has some well executed but typical Edwardian features with 
upper floor oriel windows and moulded brick pilasters.  
 

 The former Hawthorn Motor Garage at 735 Glenferrie Road, Hawthorn (HO570) 
comes closer to the inventive manipulation of elements of brick arches with 
contrasting panels and a highly graphic two-dimensional façade.  
 

 737-743 Glenferrie Road, Hawthorn (Contributory within HO491 - Glenferrie Road 
Commercial Precinct, Hawthorn) is a bold composition of four interwar shops 
displaying transitional elements, including an arcaded first floor with semi-circular 
arches, a standard Italianate balustrade, intact tiled shopfronts and cantilever 
verandah. It has a simplicity of detail that is typical of its era. 
 

 135-139 Maling Road Canterbury (Contributory within HO145) is an austere 
version with an oriel window but otherwise highly restrained 1920s render 
decoration.  

 

 
Figure 2. 123-125 Maling Rd, 1911, 
Significant in HO145.  

 
Figure 3. 735 Glenferrie Road, Hawthorn, 
HO570 a highly inventive façade.  
 
 

 
 

 
Figure 4. 556-558 Glenferrie Road, Hawthorn, 
recommended for individual significance in 
Boroondara municipal-wide heritage study. 
 

 

 
Figure 5. 737-743 Glenferrie Road, 
contributory place in HO491. 

Urban Planning Special Committee Agenda 20/07/2020

City of Boroondara Attachment 3.1.4 544



CITY OF BOROONDARA MUNICIPAL-WIDE HERITAGE GAP STUDY 

353 

 
Figure 6. 135-139 Maling Road, Canterbury, contributory in HO145, a fairly austere 
commercial building that has a lower integrity than 1139-1141 Maling Road.  
 

 
When compared with other Edwardian shops, 1139-1141 Burke Road, Kew is unusual, 
without another known precedent in Boroondara. The highly stylised and graphic qualities 
of the façade are distinctive and complemented by the integrity of the place with its original 
cantilevered verandah and pair of shopfronts with tiled stallboards.  
 
Assessment Against Criteria 
 
Criteria referred to in Practice Note 1: Applying the Heritage Overlay, Department of 
Planning and Community Development, revised July 2015, modified for the local context. 
 
 
CRITERION A: Importance to the course or pattern of the City of Boroondara's cultural or 
natural history (historical significance). 
 
Historically the small commercial centre on the Hillside subdivision on Burke Road between 
Barkers Road and Mount Street demonstrates a local neighbourhood shopping centre. The 
building at 1139-1141 Burke Road, Kew represents the Edwardian period when this 
shopping centre was established.  The business occupants of 1139-1141 Burke Road 
demonstrate the requirements of the local neighbourhood at that time.  
 
The building, constructed in 1916-17 by bootmaker A.J. Stevens and with one shop 
occupied by him, is historically significant as a suburban boot making establishment before 
the development of large scale manufacture and supply in the footwear industry. The 
occupations of the tenants of other shops including William Brown, fruiterer who occupied 
the other shop at the time of Stevens’ occupation illustrates another aspect of local 
neighbourhood shopping at that time.  
  
CRITERION B: Possession of uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of the City of 
Boroondara's cultural or natural history (rarity). 
 
NA 
 
CRITERION C: Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of the 
City of Boroondara's cultural or natural history (research potential). 
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NA 
 
CRITERION D: Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of 
cultural or natural places or environments (representativeness). 
 
The pair of Edwardian shops with residences above, at 1139-1141 Burke Road 
demonstrate an innovative design for the period, using the standard materials of face brick 
and render in a highly stylised and graphic manner. The shops are enhanced by an original 
cantilevered verandah and pair of shopfronts with tiled stallboards and most of the original 
shopfront window framing intact.  
 
CRITERION E: Importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics (aesthetic 
significance). 
 
Aesthetically the shops are significant for their graphic façade featuring brick and render 
panels surrounding paired sash windows, each featuring the same keystone treatment.  
The pair of shops are significant for the highly unusual central arched motif in banded brick 
and render surmounted by an oversized keystone. This contrasts with the simplicity of the 
façade panels that are framed with plain rendered pilasters and a small cornice at the 
pediment. The pair of shops are aesthetically significant for their cantilevered verandah 
featuring a pressed metal soffit, shopfronts featuring original metal framed glazing, 
recessed entries with terrazzo flooring and original blue green tiling to the stall boards.  
 
CRITERION F: Importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement at a particular period (technical significance). 
 
NA 
 
CRITERION G: Strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group 
for social, cultural or spiritual reasons. This includes the significance of a place to 
Indigenous peoples as part of their continuing and developing cultural traditions (social 
significance). 
 
NA 
 
CRITERION H: Special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, 
of importance in the City of Boroondara's history (associative significance). 
 
NA 
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Statement of Significance 
 
What is Significant? 
The pair of Edwardian shops with residences above, at 1139-41 Burke Road Kew, built in 
1916-17 on the Hillside subdivision by bootmaker Arthur John Stevens is significant. One 
shop was originally occupied by Stevens and the other by fruiterer William Brown, with 
other local businesses developing in adjacent shops.  
 
How is it significant? 
The pair of shops with residences above at 1139-41 Burke Road Kew is of local historical, 
aesthetic and architectural significance to the City of Boroondara. 
 
Why is it significant? 
Historically the small commercial centre on the Hillside subdivision on Burke Road between 
Barkers Road and Mount Street demonstrates a local neighbourhood shopping centre. The 
building at 1139-1141 represents the Edwardian period when this shopping centre was 
established.  The business occupants of 1139-1141 Burke Road demonstrate the 
requirements of the local neighbourhood at that time. The building, constructed in 1916-17 
by bootmaker A.J. Stevens and with one shop occupied by him, is historically significant 
as a suburban boot making establishment before the development of large scale 
manufacture and supply in the footwear industry. The occupations of the tenants of other 
shops including William Brown, fruiterer who occupied the other shop at the time of 
Stevens’ occupation illustrates another aspect of local neighbourhood shopping at that 
time. (Criterion A) 
  
The pair of Edwardian shops with residences above, at 1139-1141 Burke Road 
demonstrates an innovative design for the period, using the standard materials of face brick 
and render in a highly stylised and graphic manner. The shops are enhanced by an original 
cantilevered verandah and pair of shopfronts with tiled stallboards and most of the original 
shopfront window framing intact. (Criterion D) 
 
Aesthetically the shops are significant for their graphic façade featuring brick and render 
panels surrounding paired sash windows, each featuring the same keystone treatment. 
The pair of shops are significant for the highly unusual central arched motif in banded brick 
and render surmounted by an oversized keystone. This contrasts with the simplicity of the 
façade panels that are framed with plain rendered pilasters and a small cornice at the 
pediment. The pair of shops are aesthetically significant for their cantilevered verandah 
featuring a pressed metal soffit, shopfronts featuring original metal framed glazing, 
recessed entries with terrazzo flooring and original blue green tiling to the stall boards. 
(Criterion E) 
 
Grading and Recommendations 
 
Recommended for inclusion in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay of the Boroondara 
Planning Scheme as an individually Significant place. 
 
Recommendations for the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay (Clause 43.01) in the 
Boroondara Planning Scheme: 
 
External Paint Colours  
Is a permit required to paint an already painted surface? No 

Internal Alteration Controls  
Is a permit required for internal alterations? No 

Tree Controls  
Is a permit required to remove a tree? No 
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Victorian Heritage Register 
Is the place included on the Victorian Heritage Register? No 

Incorporated Plan  
Does an Incorporated Plan apply to the site? No 

Outbuildings and fences exemptions  
Are there outbuildings and fences which are not exempt from 
notice and review? 

No 

Prohibited uses may be permitted  
Can a permit be granted to use the place for a use which would 
otherwise be prohibited? 

No 

Aboriginal Heritage Place 
Is the place an Aboriginal heritage place which is subject to the 
requirements of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006? 

No 

 
 
 
Identified By 
Sanderson, Pru Design Pty Ltd 1988, City of Kew Urban Conservation Study. 
 
References 
Age, as cited. 

Argus, as cited. 

Prahran Telegraph as cited  

Births, Deaths and Marriages as cited 

Built Heritage, 2012, City of Boroondara Thematic Environmental History, prepared for the 
City of Boroondara  

Carolan, Jane 2003, For the green and the gold and the mitre: a centenary history of Trinity 
Grammar School, Kew. Volume 1: For the green: Trinity Grammar School, 1903-2003, 
Benchmark Publications, Montrose. 

Certificates of Title as cited  

Frost, Andrew nd, 'Kew in the 1890s Depression', Historical periods series, Kew Historical 
Society, http://kewhistoricalsociety.org.au/khs/wp-content/uploads/Kew-in-the-1890s-
Depression-1.pdf, accessed 20 July 2017. 

Morrissey, Sylvia 2008, ‘Kew in eMelbourne, School of Historical and Philosophical 
Studies, University of Melbourne, http://www.emelbourne.net.au/biogs/EM00796b.htm, 
accessed 13 July 2017. 

MMBW plans as cited  

Sanderson, Pru Design Pty Ltd 1988, City of Kew Urban Conservation Study: volume 2, 
prepared for the Victorian National Estate Committee and City of Kew. 
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Sands & McDougall, Melbourne and Suburban Directories (S&Mc), as cited. 

Victorian Places 2015, Monash University and University of Queensland, 
http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/kew, accessed 12 July 2017. 

  

Urban Planning Special Committee Agenda 20/07/2020

City of Boroondara Attachment 3.1.4 549



KEW 

358 

    
        
‘Grange Hill’ (former ‘Hillsbury’)  
 
Prepared by: Context Pty Ltd 

 

Address:  301 Cotham Road (part), Kew 
Name: ‘Grange Hill’ (former ‘Hillsbury’) Survey Date: August 2017 

Place Type: Residential Architect:  George Wharton 

Grading: Significant Builder:  

Extent of Overlay: The building and a curtilage of 2 
metres on the north side, to the title boundaries on the 
east and west sides, and along the line continuing east 
from the rear boundary of 10 Glendene Avenue to the 
south, as shown on the extent map 

Construction Date: 1858, 
1882 (major additions) 

 
 

 
 
Historical Context 
The first survey of the Kew area was by government surveyor Robert Hoddle, who divided 
the 1400 acres (570 hectares), the Parish of Boroondara, into 150 blocks of different sizes 
in 1837 (Morrissey 2008). 
  
The authors of the City of Kew Urban Conservation Study write that Kew's boundaries were 
established partly by geography and partly by survey: the Yarra River formed the western 
and northern boundaries, Elgar's Special Survey was undertaken to the east of what 
became Burke Road, and the southern boundary of Barkers Road was drawn by Hoddle 
when he surveyed Kew in 1844. Bullock train tracks made by squatters who accessed the 
rich grazing lands of the upper Yarra valley from the 1830s were included in the survey to 
form the nucleus of main roads (Sanderson 1988:4/1). In 1840, squatter John Hodgson 
established a run at Studley Park on the eastern bank of the Yarra River. Hodgson also 
operated a punt across the river. The first Kew land sales took place in 1845. 
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Kew was divided into large allotments to encourage the establishment of small farms and 
market gardens to supply the growing settlement of Melbourne. These larger allotments 
meant that future subdivision proceeded in a piecemeal way (Sanderson 1988:4/2).  
 
Access to Kew was originally via a bridge to Hawthorn, opened in 1852, and by the privately 
owned Studley Park Bridge (nicknamed the Penny Bridge), opened in 1857. Direct access 
to Kew was gained when the Johnston Street Bridge was built in 1858. In 1856 the 
Boroondara Road Board District, comprising Kew, Hawthorn and Camberwell, was 
proclaimed (Victorian Places 2015). 
 
The district's name, derived from Kew Gardens outside of London, was first applied to the 
allotment north of Kew Junction, which was subdivided in 1851 (Morrissey 2008). The 
commercial precinct known as today's Kew Junction was established by 1852, and by 
1854, two hotels had opened in Kew.  
 
The first houses in Kew were built in the 1850s around the area now known as the Kew 
Junction. During the gold rushes of the 1850s, speculation on land purchases increased 
and the region experienced rapid expansion. As Jane Carolan writes, Kew became a 
'suburb of British expatriates who built their homes and gardens to replicate those left 
behind.' Many of the villas and mansions were built to overlook the city of Melbourne and 
were set in acres of land (Carolan 2003:3).  
 
Subdivision of land to form residential estates in the Kew area occurred from the 1860s, 
although plans from the 1860s and 1870s suggest that the scale of subdivision was quite 
small. In the 1880s, Melbourne's land boom was influential in establishing Kew's residential 
street pattern. With the revival of plans for the Outer Circle railway in the mid-1880s to 
connect Melbourne with Kew East, Camberwell, Burwood, Ashburton and Malvern East, 
even more ambitious subdivision schemes were implemented, and in the period of 1881-
91, Kew's population almost doubled from 4288 to 8462 (Sanderson 1988:4/7-9).  
 
History 
The Victorian mansion known as ‘Grange Hill’ (formerly ‘Hillsbury’) is now part of 
Genazzano College, at 301 Cotham Road. It is located in the northern part of the campus, 
at the east end of Glendene Avenue, off the east side of Normanby Road. 
 
The land that ‘Grange Hill’ stands on was part of Crown Allotment 83 of Boroondara, which 
was sold as part of the last land sale in Kew on 16 October 1851. Mr Charles Vaughan 
purchased portion no. 83 together with the neighbouring portion 85, and soon subdivided 
and disposed of much of his land (Rogers:23).  
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Figure 1. The original extent of ‘Hillsbury’ surveyed in the late 1880s, shown in an extract of 
‘Borough of Kew’ plan, 1888 (Source: SLV). 

 
The estate had its entrance on the east side of Normanby Road, which was originally 
named Connor Street, after Connor’s Creek that ran to the south of the estate. The 
Borough of Kew map (Figure 1) and the later Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works 
Plan shows that the end of creek on the east side of Normanby Road was redirected 
through underground drains (MMBW 160 feet to 1 inch Plan no. 66). 
 

 
Figure 2. MMBW Plan showing the creek and underground drains in the beginning of the 20th 
century.  Grange Hill is marked in red (MMBW 160 feet to 1 inch Plan no. 66). 
 
The estate was originally named ‘Hillsbury’, possibly derived from its elevated position, and 
the name continued to be used until the time of subdivision in 1919 (Age 6 December 
1919:3). The name ‘Hillsbury’ consistently appeared in the rate books of Kew throughout 
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the 1860s and 1890s (RB 1865-1898). The Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works 
(MMBW) Detailed Plan published in 1913 also shows the subject property labelled as 
‘Hillsbury’ (MMBW Detail Plan no. 1607). 
 
Although it is not clear when the residence was first constructed, its first stage was possibly 
erected as a seven-room brick villa by the owner Mr George Wharton (1822-1891), a 
prolific architect and town planner. In October and November 1858, Wharton advertised 
‘Hillsbury’ for sale or to let, which at that point was described as a ‘seven-room house’ that 
is ‘beautifully situated’ on 5 acres of land with other conveniences including stabling, coach 
house, servant’s room, water tank and large garden (Argus 16 November 1858:8; Argus 
27 October 1858:8). The property was not sold until after 1865, remaining in the ownership 
of Wharton while being leased to tenants including Charles Reid, merchant (RB 1863/4-
1864/5).  
 
From around 1866, ‘Hillsbury’ was owned by Hon George Paton Smith (1929-1877), a 
journalist, barrister, M.L.A. and Attorney-General of Victoria in 1868-9 (RB 1866/7). During 
his residency, in 1869, Paton Smith attempted to sell the house and land by auction. 
According to the description, the house had been extended to eight rooms by this time, six 
of which were in a cemented brick structure, with ‘5 or 10 acres’ of fenced land consisting 
orchard, vines and shrubbery (Argus 13 April 1869:2).  
 
The precise boundaries of Smith’s 10-acre land are not known, though the net annual value 
of the property did not increase notably from the time of Wharton’s ownership. The Net 
Annual Value (NAV) of ‘Hillsbury’ was 100 pounds in the first year it was specifically 
recorded by the Borough of Kew for the 1863/4 rate cycle, and remained relatively constant 
at 100 pounds throughout the years until the 1873/4 rate cycle, except for once it rose to 
109 pounds in 1868 (RB 1863/4-1873/4).  
 
Following the unsuccessful land sale, the Smith family continued to occupy the premise 
until shortly after G P Smith’s death in December 1877, with his son George Victor Smith 
being the ratepayer in 1879 (RB 1878/9). The property was again on the market in July 
1879, being described to have 5 acres of land with garden, shrubbery and paddock, on 
which a 10-roomed family residence and outbuildings were built. It is likely that the house 
was extended to ten rooms around 1873, with its NAV increased by 20 pounds in 1874 
(RB 1874/5).  
 
The next in line was Mr Edward Baines, who for many years traded as a wholesale 
ironmonger in Little Collins Street, Melbourne. Moving into the premise in 1880 (S&Mc 
1881), it appears that Baines largely extended and remodelled or, less likely, reconstructed 
the house in 1882. While whether there was an architect is not clear, it was a Carlton 
builder, Alexander Sturrock, who supervised the process, calling tenders for various works 
for Baines’s ‘new residence’ (Argus 25 September 1882:3; 14 July 1882:3). This appears 
to be the time in which the house was remodelled to its current elegant Italianate 
appearance, as the cast-iron verandah detail is typical of the 1870s and early 1880s. 
 
By the 1882/3 rate cycle, the NAV was 150 pounds, and increased to 200 pounds by 1886 
and to 250 pounds at its peak in 1890 (RB 1882/3-1890/1). Like many other properties in 
Kew, the NAV dropped to 140 pounds during the 1890s, struck by the economic depression 
(RB 1893/4-1898/9). 
 
The prosperity of ‘Hillsbury’ during E Baines’s ownership was in part due to the reputation 
of the garden. The garden was featured in the weekly newspaper Australasian on a number 
of occasions during the 1890s and in 1900 (Australasian 29 December 1894:11; 2 
December 1893:10; 14 November 1891:7; 15 October 1892:10; 17 March 1900:13). The 
grounds and sublime setting of the estate can be understood from the detailed descriptions. 
The article ‘Hillsbury, Kew’ published in December 1894 read: 
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Hillsbury, the estate of Mr Edward Baines, on Normanby Road, comprises both 
rising and undulating ground … the drive from the entrance to the residence winds 
according to the contour of the land, and since the trees have attained fine 
dimensions, the view ahead is restricted until the top of the hill is reached, and the 
residence and its immediate surroundings burst upon the view. The drive at this 
point winds around a large circular bed, having in its centre a well-grown specimen 
of Araucaria Cunninghami from forty to fifty feet high. … 

 
It continues to describe other garden features including a stone-lined lily pond and 
conservatory and lists the name of trees and flowers growing in the garden. By 1891, there 
was also a maze near Baines’s residence (Australasian 14 November 1891:7). Most of the 
significant features from this period no longer survive today, but the circular garden bed 
and the curved driveway bending towards the east of the residence are remnants of former 
garden (Figure 3).  
 
During Baines’s residency, ‘Hillsbury’ was surveyed by MMBW and depicted in the 
Borough of Kew Detailed Plan No 1607, published in 1913. According to the plan, the main 
entrance was located at the southeast corner of the estate, continued with a serpentine 
driveway to the round driveway to the south of the mansion, which survives today. The 
main residence appears with verandah and canted bays on its west and south elevations 
and has a rear wing on the east side, possibly part of the earlier house. Along the eastern 
boundary, wooden structures probably associated with gardening and stabling were 
installed. A greenhouse was located to the southeast of the mansion, next to a fish pond. 
On the northwest end of the residence was a large rockery with winding paths. Fowl runs 
and troughs scattered around the land show that there were domestic animals. 
 

 
Figure 3. A section of MMBW plan showing the setting of ‘Hillsbury’ (MMBW Detailed Plan No 
1607, 1913). 
 
E Baines died in June 1916, and ‘Hilllsbury’ (then numbered 36 Normanby Road) was to 
be sold by public auction held in February 1918. Being introduced as ‘that well-known 
property situated on the crown of the hill in Normanby Road’, the 12-roomed two-storey 
brick mansion was described as following: 
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The house is of brick, cemented, with verandah and balcony, and consists, on the 
ground floor, entrance hall, drawing, dining, breakfast, and sewing rooms, two 
maid’s rooms, bathroom, kitchen, pantries and servants’ hall, and upstairs, four 
large bedrooms, bathroom, linen-press and etc.; also weatherboard store, tool-
house, stabling and laundry. (Argus 13 February 1918:2). 

 
In December following year, the land was subdivided into 14 allotments, with the new 
Glendene Avenue being laid in the middle of allotments, and sold as ‘Grange Hill Estate’ 
by solicitors Yeo, Crosthwaite and Co. Its ‘wonderful garden soil’ was noted in the auction 
notice (Age 5 December 1919:3). The mansion also became known as ‘Grange Hill’ from 
this point (‘The Grange Hill Estate, Normanby Road, Kew’ 1919). The name ‘Hillsbury’ was 
retained by Mrs Hettie (Henrietta) Mary Baines, widow of E Baines, who removed to East 
Malvern (Age 26 September 1945:8). 
 

 
Figure 4. ‘The Grange Hill Estate, Normanby Road, Kew’ 1919 (Source: SLV). 

 
The residence, now renamed ‘Grange Hill’, became 12 Glendene Avenue after the 
subdivision and construction of the Avenue. The mansion was continually occupied as a 
private residence, by builder Arthur Charles Hurlstone and his family including his children, 
his son-in-law and grandchildren (S&Mc 1923-1942). The Hurlstone family occupied the 
house through to the 1940s, until the death of Mrs Annie Hurlstone, A C Hurlstone’s widow, 
in July 1948. The estate during the Hurlstones’ ownership was captured in an aerial, taken 
around 1928-30. The aerial shows the extension to the back of the 1880s Italianate villa, 
some of the remaining outbuildings and the driveway depicted in the MMBW plan as well 
as the adjacent Glendene Avenue in the course of development (see Figures 5 & 6).  
 
Soon after Mrs Hurlstone’s death, in 1948, the residence and its land, then reduced to 2 
acres, was purchased by the adjoining institution Genazzano FCJ College. Since being 
owned by the College, ‘Grange Hill’ has been refurbished to serve as classrooms for Prep 
to Year 4 education, and also housed a library and specialist facilities. In 2012, ‘Grange 
Hill’ was redeveloped to accommodate an Early Learning Centre (H2o Architects 2012). 
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Figure 5. ‘Grange Hill’ c.1928-30, showing the outbuildings and garden features remaining. An 
extract from Airspy c.1928-30, ‘Convent of the Faithful Companions, Kew’ (Source: SLV). 

 

 
Figure 6. Recent aerial (13 September 2015) showing the unchanged roof line and circular garden 
bed, as well as new school buildings on the north side. Marked in yellow is the extension visible in 
the 1920s aerial (Source: Nearmap). 

 

George Wharton, architect 
George Wharton was a prolific Victorian-era architect and town planner, who participated 
in the surveys and subdivisions of suburban lands mainly in the Eastern suburbs such as 
Kew, St Kilda, Williamstown and Prahran. As an architect, his career broadly spanned from 
residential and commercial buildings to community buildings, between the 1850s and the 
1890s. His practice involved partnerships with English-born architect Charles Vickers 
(Wharton & Vickers) and surveyor George Robert Burns (Wharton & Burns). He was the 
President of the Victorian Institute of Architects.  
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Although Wharton had designed many buildings throughout the second half of the 
nineteenth century, many residential examples are either demolished or not identifiable, 
though Brynmawr (Stonnington HO7) is an exception. Other examples include: See Yup 
Society Temple (VHR H0219); Former Wesleyan Church, Kew (Boroondara HO150 & 
HO221); St Columb's Anglian Church, Hawthorn (Boroondara HO164); Savings Bank, 
Abbotsford (Yarra HO53) and Grace Darling Hotel, Collingwood (Yarra HO135). 
 
Wharton was an important figure in the formation of the Municipality of Kew in 1860, 
possibly being responsible for the naming of the locality. He later served as Kew's first 
Chairman in 1861-2 (Barnard 1910). 
 
Description & Integrity 
‘Grange Hill’ is a two-storey Victorian Italianate villa standing on a slight rise with a vista 
overlooking Glendene Avenue to the west. Located at the eastern end of Glendene 
Avenue, which was formed on the former garden land after the 1919 subdivision, it is now 
part of the Genazzano Faithful Companions of Jesus College, 301 Cotham Road, Kew.  
 

 
Figure 7. West elevation of ‘Grange Hill’. (Source: Context 2017) 

 
In its form and detail, it displays the classic characteristics of an Italianate villa from the 
1870s to mid1880s. The roof form is a low-line hip and valley, clad in slate, and it has 
bracketed eaves with turned droppers, rendered and corniced chimney shafts, and a return 
verandah with cast-iron posts and detail. The two main elevations, south and west, are 
mirror images with a projecting canted bay to one side and a return verandah stepping 
around the bay on each level. The verandah roof has a shallow concave profile and sits 
below the eaves. 
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Figure 8. Detail of the north-west corner of ‘Grange Hill’. Note the slated hip roof, rendered and 
corniced chimney, bracketed eaves, two-storey canted bay, and delicate verandah iron with the 
frieze framed in timber and separate corner brackets. (Source: Context 2017) 

 
The cast-iron verandah frieze is framed in timber with separate brackets below; a form 
seen in the 1870s and early 1880s. The verandah posts are likely to be of cast iron, fluted 
with Corinthian capitals. The patterns of the cast-iron work on the two level are the same, 
though the ground floor elements are larger in scale, reflecting the hierarchies in the floor 
heights. On both floors, the window openings are reeded-stop chamfered. A triple French 
window on the first floor (west elevation) is a later change.  
 
The front door is not visible from Glendene Avenue, but it is shown in a black-and-white 
photo on a Building Identification Form from the ‘Kew Conservation Study’. The image 
shows a central entrance on the south elevation set within a round-arched opening under 
a label mould. The highlight windows are also arched, and there appear to be double 
sidelights on either side. (NB: The house is listed at 12 Glendene Avenue in the study, and 
called ‘St Raphael’s.) 
 
Connected to the east of the two-storey Italianate mansion are a single-storey brick 
structure that was shown on the MMBW Plan in 1913, and may be a remnant of the 1858 
house. There is also an extension made to the north side of the mansion in the 1910s-20s, 
shown in the 1920s aerial. On the north elevation, there is a contemporary single storey 
addition linking the mansion to another school building. 
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Figure 9. The remanent garden area to the south of the house with a circular garden bed. (Source: 
Context 2017) 

 
All the timber outbuildings and the majority of garden features had been removed from the 
site, except for the intact circular garden bed and serpentine driveway in front of the south 
elevation. The rubble edge around the garden bed is possibly an addition from the interwar 
period.  
 
Comparative Analysis 
‘Grange Hill’ is a fine and intact example of a substantial Italianate villa or mansion built 
prior to the Boom era of the late 1880s. Through the first half of the nineteenth century, the 
Italianate style spread widely in Britain fuelled by the works of architects such as John 
Nash and Charles Barry and through designs promoted in pattern books such as Charles 
Parker's Villa Rustica (1832). In 1845, the style received Royal endorsement when Prince 
Albert, working with architect Thomas Cubitt, designed ‘Osbourne’ on the Isle of Wight as 
a retreat for Queen Victoria and the Royal family. ‘Osbourne’ with its plain stuccoed 
expression and tall balustraded tower would become the model for many large residences 
throughout the Empire including Government House in Melbourne. The style emerged as 
the preferred expression for Melbourne's grandest mansions of the middle decades of the 
nineteenth century. 
 
There are a number of apt comparisons in the Boroondara Heritage Overlay: 
 

- ‘Mount View’, Wellington Street (part of Ruyton Girls’ School, 12 Selbourne Road), 
Kew (HO205). This is a substantial two-storey rendered Italianate house completed 
in 1888 to a design by Frederick de Garis. It has bold cement-render detail and an 
asymmetrical massing with two-storey canted bays on two sides. It is unusual in 
that it did not have a verandah, but uses cast iron for first-floor balconettes. 
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- ‘Berrington’ at 29 Sackville Street, Kew (Significant in HO162 - Sackville Street 
Precinct, Kew). A two-storey rendered Italianate villa with an asymmetrical façade 
created by a shallow two-storey canted bay window. It was built in 1888-90. The 
house retains very elaborate cast-iron ornament to the verandah. 

- ‘Lancewood’ at 880 Glenferrie Road, Kew (Significant in HO150 - Glenferrie Road 
Precinct, Kew). A two-storey Italianate mansion with a symmetrical block façade, 
rendered walls, and two-storey return verandah, built in 1889.  

- 6 Gellibrand Street, Kew (HO304). This is a relatively late example of the Italianate 
style, built c1891. It is two-storeys, with rendered walls and a richly decorative two-
storey verandah that follows the alignment of the canted bay window.  

- 1 Sackville Street, Kew (Significant in HO162). This house is a fine but somewhat 
compromised version of a two-storey late Italianate villa. It has an asymmetrical 
façade with two-storey canted bay window and rendered walls. The house was 
converted to flats and in the process the verandah was removed and an extension 
built onto part of the front façade. These flats have recently been demolished, and 
an arcaded masonry verandah constructed. 
 

In comparison with these other examples, ‘Grange Hill’ is distinguished by its large size 
and elevated siting. In its size and massing, it is most similar to ‘Berrington’ and 6 
Gellibrand Street. Due to its earlier built date, ‘Grange Hill’ has more restrained render 
detail, and its verandah iron is much more delicate. The timber framing of the verandah 
frieze is particularly typical of the 1870s and early 1880s.  
 
It is not known how much of the 1858 house survives at the present ‘Grange Hill’. If it does, 
this would make it one of a very small number of pre-1860 houses to survive in Kew, with 
other examples in the Heritage Overlay including: ‘Roseneath’ (part), 62 Peel Street 
(HO104); ‘D’Estaville’, and 7 Barry Street (VHR H201). 
 
Assessment Against Criteria 
 
Criteria referred to in Practice Note 1: Applying the Heritage Overlay, Department of 
Planning and Community Development, revised July 2015, modified for the local context. 
 
 
CRITERION A: Importance to the course or pattern of the City of Boroondara's cultural or 
natural history (historical significance). 
 
NA 
 
CRITERION B: Possession of uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of the City of 
Boroondara's cultural or natural history (rarity). 
 
NA 
 
CRITERION C: Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of the 
City of Boroondara's cultural or natural history (research potential). 
 
‘Grange Hill’ is of scientific significance due to its pre-1858 origins, which may comprise 
the eastern wing of the house or the core of the main section. Such remnants would provide 
more information about the now-rare residential work of prolific architect George Wharton, 
as well as being one of a very few pre-1860 dwellings to survive in Kew. 
 
CRITERION D: Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of 
cultural or natural places or environments (representativeness). 
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‘Grange Hill’ is of architectural significance as a fine and largely intact representative 
example of a substantial Italianate villa or mansion. It demonstrates the principal 
characteristics of this style, including a low-line hipped roof clad in slates, rendered 
chimneys with run cornices, bracketed eaves with cast-iron verandah set below, and two 
principal facades with an asymmetric plan formed by a two-storey canted bay window. The 
delicate verandah cast iron demonstrates the earliest format of separate frieze and 
brackets, with a timber framing member below the frieze, as was common in the 1870s 
and early 1880s. 
 
CRITERION E: Importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics (aesthetic 
significance). 
 
‘Grange Hill’ is of aesthetic significance for its landmark size and elevated siting, with the 
retention of part of its early garden. The elegant concave-roofed verandah which steps out 
around the canted bay windows is also of note. 
 
CRITERION F: Importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement at a particular period (technical significance). 
 
NA 
 
CRITERION G: Strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group 
for social, cultural or spiritual reasons. This includes the significance of a place to 
Indigenous peoples as part of their continuing and developing cultural traditions (social 
significance). 
 
NA 
 
CRITERION H: Special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, 
of importance in the City of Boroondara's history (associative significance). 
 
If the pre-1858 house survives in a legible form, ‘Grange Hill’ may also be significant for its 
association with its first designer and owner, architect George Wharton. While a prolific 
architect of the nineteenth century, almost none of his residential work survives. And as 
his own house, the design would be particularly valuable in understanding his oeuvre. As 
the survival of the pre-1858 section has not been confirmed, this aspect has been 
encompassed under Criterion C for now. 
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Statement of Significance 
 
What is Significant? 
‘Grange Hill’, originally ‘Hillsbury’, at 301 Cotham Road, Kew, is significant. It is a two-
storey rendered Italianate mansion that stands at the east end of Glendene Avenue, on 
the Genazzano FCJ College campus. 
 
The first stage was a seven-room dwelling erected before 1858 by its owner, architect 
George Wharton. It was extended to ten rooms in the 1870s by later owners Hon George 
Paton Smith and his family. In 1882, builder Alexander Sturrock called for tenders to 
construct a ‘new residence’ for owner Edward Baines. It is not known if the earlier house 
was retained as a rear (east) wing or otherwise incorporated into the mansion. 
 
The grounds of ‘Hillsbury’ were subdivided in 1919, creating Glendene Avenue, and the 
residence was renamed ‘Grange Hill’ by new owners, Arthur Charles Hurlstone and family. 
It was acquired by Genazzano FCJ College in 1948. 
 
‘Grange Hill’ is significant to the extent of its nineteenth-century fabric, with the c1910-20s 
extension to the north-east corner of contributory value. The remnants of the garden, 
particularly the round garden bed in front of the house, and any early plantings, are also 
contributory. 
 
How is it significant? 
‘Grange Hill’ (formerly ‘Hillsbury’) is of local scientific, architectural and aesthetic 
significance to the City of Boroondara. 
 
Why is it significant? 
‘Grange Hill’ is of scientific significance due to its pre-1858 origins, which may comprise 
the eastern wing of the house or the core of the main section. Such remnants would provide 
more information about the now-rare residential work of prolific architect George Wharton, 
as well as being one of a very few pre-1860 dwellings to survive in Kew. (Criterion C) 
 
‘Grange Hill’ is of architectural significance as a fine and largely intact representative 
example of a substantial Italianate villa or mansion. It demonstrates the principal 
characteristics of this style, including a low-line hipped roof clad in slates, rendered 
chimneys with run cornices, bracketed eaves with cast-iron verandah set below, and two 
principal facades with an asymmetric plan formed by a two-storey canted bay window. The 
delicate verandah cast iron demonstrates the earliest format of separate frieze and 
brackets, with a timber framing member below the frieze, as was common in the 1870s 
and early 1880s. (Criterion D) 
 
‘Grange Hill’ is of aesthetic significance for its landmark size and elevated siting, with the 
retention of part of its early garden. The elegant concave-roofed verandah which steps out 
around the canted bay windows is also of note. (Criterion E) 
 
Grading and Recommendations 
 
Recommended for inclusion in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay of the Boroondara 
Planning Scheme as an individually Significant place. 
 
Recommendations for the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay (Clause 43.01) in the 
Boroondara Planning Scheme: 
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External Paint Colours  
Is a permit required to paint an already painted surface? No 

Internal Alteration Controls  
Is a permit required for internal alterations? No 

Tree Controls  
Is a permit required to remove a tree? No 

Victorian Heritage Register 
Is the place included on the Victorian Heritage Register? No 

Incorporated Plan  
Does an Incorporated Plan apply to the site? No 

Outbuildings and fences exemptions  
Are there outbuildings and fences which are not exempt from 
notice and review? 

No 

Prohibited uses may be permitted  
Can a permit be granted to use the place for a use which would 
otherwise be prohibited? 

No 

Aboriginal Heritage Place 
Is the place an Aboriginal heritage place which is subject to the 
requirements of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006? 

No 

 
 
 
Identified By 
Sanderson, Pru Design Pty Ltd 1988, City of Kew Urban Conservation Study. 
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‘OMRO’ 
 
Prepared by: Trethowan Architecture in association with Context Pty Ltd 

 

Address: 230 Cotham Road, Kew 
Name: ‘Omro’ Survey Date: 24 July 2017 

Place Type: Residential  Architect:  

Grading: Significant Builder: 

Extent of Overlay: To title boundaries Construction Date: 1914 
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Historical Context 
 
The first survey of the Kew area was by government surveyor Robert Hoddle, who divided 
the 1400 acres (570 hectares), the Parish of Boroondara, into 150 blocks of different sizes 
in 1837 (Morrissey 2008). Kew was divided into large allotments to encourage the 
establishment of small farms and market gardens to supply the growing settlement of 
Melbourne. These larger allotments meant that future subdivision proceeded in a 
piecemeal way (Sanderson 1988:4/2).  
 
Access to Kew was originally via a bridge to Hawthorn, opened in 1852, and by the privately 
owned Studley Park Bridge (nicknamed the Penny Bridge), opened in 1857. Direct access 
to Kew was gained when the Johnston Street Bridge was built in 1858. In 1856 the 
Boroondara Road Board District, comprising Kew, Hawthorn and Camberwell, was 
proclaimed (Victorian Places 2015). 
 
The first houses in Kew were built in the 1850s around the area now known as the Kew 
Junction. During the gold rushes of the 1850s, speculation on land purchases increased 
and the region experienced rapid expansion. As Jane Carolan writes, Kew became a 
'suburb of British expatriates who built their homes and gardens to replicate those left 
behind.' Many of the villas and mansions were built to overlook the city of Melbourne and 
were set in acres of land (Carolan 2003:3).  
 
Subdivision of land to form residential estates in the Kew area occurred from the 1860s, 
although plans from the 1860s and 1870s suggest that the scale of subdivision was quite 
small. In the 1880s, Melbourne's land boom was influential in establishing Kew's residential 
street pattern (Sanderson 1988:4/7-9).  
 
Subdivision slowed with the economic depression of the 1890s. However, by the end of 
1897, housing construction had begun anew. In 1903, Kew was described by the Australian 
Handbook as a 'very favourite place of residence for the merchants and upper tradesmen 
of the city, and is dotted with their elegant mansions, villas, and well-kept gardens' (cited 
in Victorian Places 2015). 
 
From 1920 Victoria experienced the highest marriage rate in its history and families sought 
homes away from the crowded inner suburbs of Melbourne. Following the tramlines, new 
estates were established in Kew. The pattern of expansion continued through the rest of 
the decade, and was reflected in the construction of War Service Homes, a scheme 
administered by the State Bank from July 1922, with houses in Kew built mostly on 
subdivisions in the north and east of the suburb. New subdivisions in the 1920s changed 
the rural nature of north Kew, as housing and large recreation reserves began to replace 
dairy farms and market gardens. Estates were also established on the grounds of former 
mansions. Between 1921 and 1933, Kew's population increased by 46.62% and its house 
numbers by 62.73% (Sanderson 1988:4/11-17). As a result of council policy to limit 
industry, Kew had only 29 factories in 1927 compared with Hawthorn's 140 (Morrissey 
2008), further reinforcing its reputation as a genteel residential suburb. 
 
Subdivision slowed once again with the economic depression of the late 1920s and early 
1930s, but new estates appeared in the mid-1930s. Most of the new estates were of a 
modest scale built around small courts or short streets that bisected the former grounds of 
large houses.  However, some in the northern part of the suburb had more substantial 
houses. Further subdivision occurred after World War Two (Sanderson 1988:4/20 and 
4/24). The Studley Park area of Kew underwent intensive and significant infill development 
in this period (Built Heritage 2012:17). 
 
Today, Kew retains evidence of this historical growth and development. As the City of Kew 
Urban Conservation Study states: 
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To the north and east twentieth century housing predominates, the 
result of the suburban expansion that followed both World Wars. In the 
rest of the suburb the housing is more mixed, a legacy of constant 
subdivision. For this reason Kew does not have significant nineteenth 
century streetscapes, but in the mixture of housing styles numerous 
important buildings remain, and in the individual examples both old and 
new, Kew's built heritage is almost a compendium of domestic 
architecture in Melbourne, from smaller family houses through to grand 
mansions (Sanderson 1988:4/25). 

 
History 
 
‘Omro’, 230 Cotham Road, Kew was constructed for the American spirit-medium and 
entrepreneur William Marion Fay and his wife, Eliza Lydia Fay (Argus 19 August 1921:6). 
Completed by March 1915 (Argus 6 March 1915:15), Fay commissioned ‘Omro’ on account 
of the couple ceding their former home to their son, solicitor Franklin (Frank) Ethelbert Fay 
as a home for him and his family (Argus 29 November 1890:1). The name ‘Omro’ was 
possibly influenced by a property of the same name in Park Street, South Melbourne where 
Frank Fay was residing in 1902 (Argus 22 April 1902:1).  
 
William and Eliza Fay resided at ‘Omro’ until William Fay’s death there, at the age of 81, 
on 16 July 1921 (Argus 18 July 1921:1). Upon William’s death, Eliza relocated to her son’s 
home, ‘The Hawthorns’, Kew, where she resided until her death there, at the age of 82, on 
20 September 1925 (Argus 22 September 1925:1). 
 
Upon Eliza Fay’s departure from ‘Omro’, the property became the residence of the Royal 
Italian Consul-General of Australia, New Zealand and the Fiji Islands (Ballarat Star 30 
January 1920:1), with Commendatore Antonio Grossardi, his wife Donna Adelaide and 
their daughter (Table Talk 12 February 1920:6), residing there by 1925 (S&Mc 1925). 
‘Omro’ served only a brief tenure as the official residence of the Royal Italian Consul-
General, the Grossardis relocating to the mansion estate ‘Clonmel’ at 12 Lisson Grove, 
Hawthorn by October 1926 (The Age 21 October 1926:9). Following the Grossardis’ 
departure, the property became the home of Victor G. Watson, who purchased the property 
at auction in August 1930 (Argus 9 August 1930:2). Watson remained at ‘Omro’ until c.1932 
(S&Mc 1930-31). 
 
From 1932 (S&Mc 1931), ‘Omro’ became the home of Walter John and Winifred Violet 
Price (Argus 3 April 1935:1). Born in Adelaide in 1892, Walter John Price, BA, was 
educated at St Peter’s College and Adelaide University (Argus 24 February 1947:4). Price 
was the senior classical master at Trinity Grammar School, Kew, where he commenced 
teaching in 1921 (Argus 24 February 1947:4). Price was a leading member of the Kew 
community, possessing multiple community positions, including president of the Kew sub-
branch of the R.S.L., a member of the council of Swinburne Technical College and a 
member of the council of Rockingham Red Cross Convalescent Home (The Age 24 
February 1947:2). Elected to the Kew City Council in 1937, as representative of the Central 
ward (The Age 13 July 1937:17), Price was elected mayor in 1940, an office he held until 
1941 (Victorian Collections 2017). During Price’s tenure as mayor, Winifred relished her 
position as mayoress, hosting numerous events in the house and its ‘lovely gardens’ (The 
Age 10 February 1941:3), including the annual meeting of the Parents’ National 
Educational Union in July 1940 (The Age 23 July 1940:3) and a garden fete, for the Kew 
League of Youth, opened by Mr L.H. Hollins M.L.A., Member for Hawthorn (Argus 31 
October 1945:11), in February 1941 (Argus 7 February 1941:10). A sitting member of the 
Kew City Council until his death, Councillor Price died at ‘Omro’, at the age of 55, on 23 
February 1947 (Argus 24 February 1947:4) leaving Winifred to continue at the house alone. 
By 1949, Winifred Violet Price was still residing at ‘Omro’ (ER 1949). 
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William Marion Fay (1840-1921) 
William Marion Fay was born in 1840 in the United States of America, where he was a 
resident of Buffalo, New York (Carnegie 2011). In 1864, Fay began his professional career 
as the England tour manager (Carnegie 2011) to a pair of American spirit-medium brothers: 
Ira and William Davenport (Moses 2014:49). The Davenport Brothers caused a sensation 
across America and Europe with their mystification of audiences as part of the American 
spiritualist movement, utilising the ‘spirit cabinet’ used by mediums during a séance. The 
brothers were highly regarded, eventually teaching famed escape-artist Harry Houdini the 
method of escaping from bonds (Biography – W.G. Alma). While touring with the 
Davenports, Fay performed as their support act when William Davenport was too ill to 
perform (Carnegie 2011), using the stage name ‘Professor W.M. Fay’ his act was named 
the ‘Dark Séance’ (refer Figure 2). Fay eventually left the Davenports’ employ, establishing 
his own act with another of the Davenports’ employees, Harry Kellar. Named the first Dean 
of American Magicians in 1909 (Arts Centre Melbourne 2012), Harry Kellar’s was the 
largest and most elaborate stage illusion show touring in the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries (Ellenberger 2013). Establishing themselves as ‘Fay & Kellar’, the two performers 
toured the United States with successful appearances in Cuba and Mexico before 
proceeding to further tour success across the South American continent.  The pair cleared 
over $40,000 in eight months across their performances in South America and Mexico 
(Houdini 1924:28). While enroute to Portugal from South America, the steamer on which 
they were travelling, the RMS Boyne, was wrecked. This caused them to lose all their 
belongings, equipment and takings from the South American shows and spelt the end of 
the partnership of ‘Fay & Kellar’.  
 
Upon returning to England, Fay re-joined the Davenport Brothers’ act and proceeded on 
tour with them to Australia. In 1877, while on tour in Sydney, William Davenport succumbed 
to illness, spelling an end to the touring company, with Ira Davenport returning to the United 
States and Fay remaining in Australia (Carnegie 2011). Fay, and his wife Eliza, initially 
settled in Hay, New South Wales (Australian 6 December 1890:46), with their son Ethelbert 
Fay (Argus 18 July 1921:1) who was born in 1864 (The Age 4 April 1944:5). By 1890, 
William and Eliza Fay had relocated to Melbourne, having purchased the mansion estate 
‘The Hawthorns’ (Table Talk 30 May 1890:9) in Brougham Place (current Daniell Place), 
Kew (The Age 4 April 1944:5). In 1895, following a brief resurrection of a tour in conjunction 
with Ira Davenport in the United States, Fay retired as a showman (Carnegie 2011), turning 
his time to farming from which he became quite wealthy (Moses 2014:49). While retired, 
Fay’s reputation did not wane. He hosted several luminaries from his illustrious past, 
including former partner Harry Kellar on several occasions (Carnegie 2011) and, in 1910, 
famous escape artist Harry Houdini while the latter was on his Australian tour (Moses 
2014:49). 
 
William Marion Fay passed away at ‘Omro’, 230 Cotham Road, Kew at the age of 81, on 
16 July 1921 (Argus 18 July 1921:1). Eliza Lydia Fay survived her husband as owner until 
her own death, at the age of 82, at her son Frank’s home ‘The Hawthorns’ on 20 September 
1925 (Argus 22 September 1925:1). William and Eliza Fay were interred at Melbourne 
General Cemetery, Carlton (Carnegie 2011). 
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Figure 1.  Extract of the 1904 MMBW detail plan no. 1570, Borough of Kew.  The future location 
of ‘Omro’, 230 Cotham Road, Kew is outlined in red.  North is up the page.  (Source: State Library 
of Victoria) 
 

 
Figure 2.  An early print advertisement for the Davenport Brothers and their supporting act, 
Professor W.M. Fay’s ‘Dark Séance’, c.1876.  (Source: W.G. Alma conjuring collection, State 
Library of Victoria) 
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Description & Integrity 
 
The subject property is located within that part of Kew bordered by Cotham Road to the 
north and Thomas, Sackville and Davis streets to the east, south and west respectively.  
Bordered by Cotham Road to the north and Davis Street to the west, the property is 
bordered by the neighbouring properties at 232 Cotham Road and 64 Davis Street to the 
east and south respectively. 
 

 
Figure 3.  Aerial view of ‘Omro’, 230 Cotham Road, Kew; the property is outlined in red.  North 
is up the page.  (Source: Google Maps 2017) 
 
‘Omro’ is a single-storey bungalow residence, concealing an attic level with a balcony.  
Possessing a simple hipped roof form with tall tapering brick chimneys, the form 
incorporates transverse gables on the front and rear (north and south) elevations, and 
gablets on the east and west elevations. The transverse gables accommodate the covered 
first-floor balcony, on the front elevation, and a larger dormer window on the rear elevation. 
Constructed from finely detailed unpainted red brick, the house features render dressings, 
rough-cast surfaces, timber fretwork and terracotta gablet details. Given the sloped site, a 
lower ground floor level has been created at the rear of the house, accommodating a 
garage with access from Davis Street; these works are later additions. At ground floor level, 
the front façade is arranged as two verandahs separated by a central projecting bay 
accommodating a large picture window; this bay is surmounted by the covered first-floor 
balcony. The verandahs are accommodated beneath a continuous terracotta tile roof, 
which serves as an extension of the main roof. The verandah roofs are supported by a 
series of twin brick pillars with tapered bases, which in turn are supported on brick piers 
which form brick balustrades. On the verandah in the north-west corner of the house, 
accommodating the front door, the balustrade incorporates a curved detail topped by a 
painted cement capping. However, the verandah to the north-west, which provides access 
form the internal living areas to the garden, has a decidedly more simple and traditional 
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balustrade detail that suggests at the verandah being an extension of the internal living 
areas. At first floor, the covered balcony adopts the same twin brick details evident at 
ground floor level. 
 
The house retains significant period features from its original design in the early-twentieth 
century, including brickwork details, timber double-hung sash windows, casement windows 
with arched heads, fixed lead-light glazing and terracotta finials in the shape of a dragon. 
 
Alterations have been undertaken to the property through the subdivision of the rear garden 
and construction of two townhouses comprising 62 and 64 Davis Street. Minimal alterations 
have occurred to the house itself (refer Figure 4 and Figure 5). 
 
The townhouses have been constructed in what originally would have constituted the back 
yard. As a result, the remnant grounds of the house are restricted to the front setback. A 
series of mature plantings date from the establishment of the garden in 1914, one of the 
most notable being a large specimen of Phoenix canariensis (Canary Island Date Palm); 
refer Figure 5. While extensive hard landscaping features exist, including red brick 
pathways, formal garden beds and concrete paved outdoor entertainment areas, these 
appear to be recent additions. The front setback is screened from Cotham Road by a tall 
rendered masonry wall constructed in 1983 (BP 285); refer Figure 6. 
 

 
Figure 4.  View of the principal elevation from the front setback, looking south-west.   
(Source: realestateview.com.au) 
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Figure 5.  View of the principal elevation from the front setback, looking south-east. The Canary 
Island Date Palm at left of the image is an early planting. 
(Source: Context, 2017) 
 

 
Figure 6.  View of the principal elevation from Cotham Road, looking south. The masonry wall in 
the foreground is a modern construction.  (Source: Context, 2017) 
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Comparative Analysis 
 
Interwar bungalows 
Following Federation and the creation of the Commonwealth of Australia, a progression in 
Australian architecture towards an informal, ruralised style of living occurred, this being a 
‘local manifestation’ of a movement that was occurring internationally at that time. In the local 
context, this desire for the outdoors and simple living was materialised in a series of common 
architectural traits, including relatively simple external forms, a general plainness and lack of 
applied decoration and the use of ‘natural’ materials including roughcasting, plain brickwork 
and stained timber (Clare 1984:22). 
 
At the beginning of the twentieth-century, the context of the City of Boroondara as a semi-
rural municipality, its suburbs on the fringes of the expanding Melbourne metropolis proved 
the perfect locale for the development of a ruralised vernacular for an urban population and 
the adoption of the idea of the suburb as ‘an intermediate zone combining the advantage of 
the city and the country’, the bungalow typology being ‘a critical expression of this movement’ 
(Clare 1984:22). This materialised in the form of large houses with attics rather than two full 
storeys, resulting the ability of building large residences which had smaller dimensions and 
therefore resulted in a lack of monumentality.  
 
Combined with the ‘Melbourne habit of building detached houses on garden allotments’, a 
new relationship between this style of house and its surroundings developed, the previous 
role of the verandah as a mediation between the protection of the indoors with the harsh 
external climate developed with the traditional verandah reimagined as a series of alternate 
uses including balconies, sleep outs and outdoor rooms (Clare 1984:23). These variations in 
the vernacular were realised in a variety of built forms, including attic villas consisting of a 
basic rectangular plan ‘with large, steeply pitched gables on at least three sides’ or even ‘on 
all four sides’, this vernacular executed in a variety of materials including the finely detailed 
red brick, terracotta and half timbering of the Queen Anne style to a more robust roughcast 
and shingled finish of the Craftsman aesthetic (Clare 1984:36-45).  
 
From 1912, the attic bungalow vernacular was reimagined with typical single ridged first floor 
forms with dormer windows replaced with projecting gabled balconies. These first-floor 
balconies typically enclosed entry porches at ground floor level and were major elements on 
the exteriors of such houses. Two basic types of projecting balcony villa possessed either 
flat-roofed or gabled balconies. Within the Melbourne context, this design was practiced 
predominantly by the firms of Sydney, Smith & Ogg and Blackett & Forster, with both 
practices realising designs with the gabled balconies; flat-roofed balconies appear to have 
been a characteristic exclusive of Forster & Blackett. A villa example at Brighton by Sydney, 
Smith & Ogg, published in 1915 periodical, saw a gabled balcony projecting in line with a 
verandah, supported on timber posts at ground floor level, which extended across the front 
of the house, this arrangement perceived as ‘a relic of an earlier, homestead school of 
architectural nationalism’ (Clare 1984:52). Another symmetrical arrangement realised in 
1915 was that of ‘Carronbank’, 4 Marshall Avenue, Kew, by Forster and Blackett 
(demolished). Here, the projecting balcony enclosing the entrance porch, at ground floor, saw 
the porch flanked by projecting bay windows and the balcony by large dormer windows with 
flat roofs (Clare 1984:53). Other architects were also known to have constructed examples, 
however, heavy masonry versions of the type seen in many suburbs were not adopted by 
builders until the 1920s (Clare 1984:52). 
 
Utilising finely detailed red brick, render dressings, rough-cast surfaces, timber fretwork, 
terracotta and gablet details typical of the Queen Anne period, ‘Omro’ at 230 Cotham Road, 
Kew is an example of attic villa referencing the bungalow aesthetic and the informal ruralised 
style typified by this vernacular. This arrangement is complemented by the addition of a 
gabled balcony at first-floor level, representing an ultimate reference to a design vying for a 
connection with the outdoors and the surveying of landscape. As such, the house expertly 
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demonstrates the development of the attic bungalow vernacular arising in Australia following 
Federation in 1901. 
 
Within the context of the City of Boroondara, the architects Blackett and Forster realised 
several residences in this form between 1912-1915, incorporating flat-roofed balconies at 
first-floor level, an extant example existing at 57 Wattle Valley Road, Canterbury, constructed 
c.1915 (Contributory within HO145 - Maling Road Shopping Centre and Residential Environs, 
Canterbury); refer Figure 8. While remaining largely intact, this example has seen the first-
floor balcony infilled with glazing (Clare 1984:53).  
 
Other examples of flat-roofed balconies of the period, while not attributed to a specific 
architect, include 6 High Street South, Kew constructed c.1914 (Significant within HO527 - 
High Street South Residential Precinct, Kew); refer Figure 9. Here the terracotta tile flat-
roofed balcony consists of a timber structure clad with shingled weatherboards and finished 
with timber fretwork supported by paired timber columns on a dwarf red brick wall, the whole 
appended to the front of the expressed red brick bungalow-style villa (Lovell Chen 2005).  
 
Extant examples incorporating gabled roofs are usually somewhat later, however, an early 
example constructed in the later years of the Federation period was that built in 1911-12 at 
20 Howard Street, Kew (HO317); refer Figure 7. Designed by an unknown architect, it 
possesses a complex gabled roofscape, including a covered balcony, with a ribbed brick 
base and gabled roof that projects from the principal roof form of the residence, immediately 
above the front door.  While the house itself appears largely intact, the balcony has been 
infilled with timber-framed multi-paned sashes (Lovell Chen 2005).  
 
Later examples of the form were considerably larger, being more grand in their architectural 
aspirations. One such example is 930-932 Burke Road, Deepdene (HO372), a considerably 
later example dating from c.1919-22. A monumental edifice incorporating multiple transverse 
gables, one of the largest contains the first-floor balcony, is oriented north to take advantage 
of the view (Lovell Chen 2005).  As a result, 930-932 Burke Road lacks the finesse of earlier 
examples despite possessing the basic built forms associated with the attic bungalow 
vernacular prevalent elsewhere in the City of Boroondara (refer Figure 10). Similarly, as the 
attic bungalow vernacular evolved, later examples undertaken by building firms saw large 
villas incorporate basic forms, however, lacking the finesse of earlier examples. One such 
residence is ‘Uralla’, the R.T. Foster residence at 34 Avenue Athol, Canterbury (not identified 
as heritage in the Canterbury Gap Study) designed by Dunlop Home Builders in c.1929 (refer 
Figure 11). Here, the style of this residence moves away from that of the initial vernacular 
revival evident in earlier examples to ‘a more geometric Art Deco style’ (Clare 1984:56).  
 
When viewed in this context of extant examples in the City of Boroondara, ‘Omro’ at 230 
Cotham Road, Kew is a refined example of attic bungalow, incorporating a first-floor balcony 
with gable roof, from the latter part of the Federation period. Given its position amongst a 
distinguished company of architect-designed villas of similar size and detail, it is likely that 
230 Cotham Road was also architect-designed. 
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Figure 7.  20 Howard Street, Kew, 1911-12.  (Source: Lovell Chen 2005) 
 

 
Figure 8.  57 Wattle Valley Road, Canterbury, c.1915, by Blackett and Forster.  (Source: Google 
Maps 2017) 
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Figure 9.  6 High Street South, Kew, c.1914.  (Source: Lovell Chen 2005) 
 

 
Figure 10.  930-932 Burke Road, Deepdene, c.1919-22, by Walter Butler (attributed).  (Source: 
Lovell Chen 2005) 
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Figure 11.  ‘Uralla’, 34 Avenue Athol, Canterbury, c. 1929, by Dunlop Home Builders.  (Source: 
Clare 1984) 
 
 
Assessment Against Criteria 
 
Criteria referred to in Practice Note 1: Applying the Heritage Overlay, Department of 
Planning and Community Development, revised July 2015, modified for the local context. 
 
CRITERION A: Importance to the course or pattern of the City of Boroondara's cultural or 
natural history (historical significance). 
 
‘Omro’, 230 Cotham Road, Kew (c.1914) reflects the established pattern of the 
development of semi-rural areas for urban populations, and the design response to such 
contexts with an attic villa referencing the bungalow aesthetic, and the informal ruralised 
style typified by this vernacular, in the City of Boroondara. The property, despite having an 
unidentified architect and builder, sits amongst distinguished company of architect 
designed residences, incorporating first-floor balconies as a design feature that references 
a connection with the outdoors and the surveying of landscape. The property is a relatively 
early example of attic bungalow vernacular, with covered gabled balcony, in the 
municipality and represents a largely intact and refined example of late Federation period 
architecture with Queen Anne-style detailing. 
 
CRITERION B: Possession of uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of the City of 
Boroondara's cultural or natural history (rarity). 
 
N/A 
 
CRITERION C: Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of the 
City of Boroondara's cultural or natural history (research potential). 
 
N/A 
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CRITERION D: Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of 
cultural or natural places or environments (representativeness). 
 
N/A 
 
CRITERION E: Importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics (aesthetic 
significance). 
 
‘Omro’ is a good example of a Federation-era attic bungalow, incorporating a balcony at 
first floor level. Utilising finely detailed red brick, render dressings, rough-cast surfaces, 
timber fretwork, terracotta and gablet details typical of the Queen Anne style, the house is 
an early example of attic villa referencing the bungalow aesthetic and the informal ruralised 
style typified by this vernacular. Retaining the openness of its balcony, it represents an 
overall intact example when compared with other examples of comparable date in the 
municipality that have seen their balconies enclosed, thereby impacting upon the inherent 
reference of these features with the outdoors and the surveying of landscape. As such, the 
house expertly demonstrates the development of the attic bungalow vernacular. A large 
Canary Island Date Palm in the front garden, considering its size, accords with the 
construction of the residence and establishment of the garden, and continbutes to the 
property’s presentation. 
 
CRITERION F: Importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement at a particular period (technical significance). 
 
N/A 
 
CRITERION G: Strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group 
for social, cultural or spiritual reasons. This includes the significance of a place to 
Indigenous peoples as part of their continuing and developing cultural traditions (social 
significance). 
 
N/A 
 
CRITERION H: Special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, 
of importance in the City of Boroondara's history (associative significance). 
 
‘Omro’, 230 Cotham Road, Kew was commissioned by the internationally renowned 
American spirit medium and entrepreneur William Marion Fay (1840-1921) as his own 
home. William Fay was an influential member of the popular 19th century American 
spiritualist movement. Travelling extensively as manager of, and support act to, the 
influential spirit medium Davenport Brothers, Fay adopted the pseudonym of Professor 
W.M. Fay when performing. Fay eventually established his own show with the popular 
American magician Harry Kellar, the first ‘Dean of American Magicians’, and surviving 
Davenport Brother Ira Davenport. Fay’s own influence prompted visits to him by both Harry 
Kellar and world-famous escape artist Harry Houdini, the latter having been heavily 
influenced by the Davenport Brothers in the early days of his career. 
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Statement of Significance 
 
What is Significant? 
The property named ‘Omro’, and its front garden containing a Canary Island Date Palm, at 
230 Cotham Road, Kew are significant to the City of Boroondara. The house was 
commissioned by the internationally renowned American spirit medium William Marion Fay 
as a home for himself and his wife, Eliza Lydia Fay. 
 
How is it significant? 
‘Omro’ is of local historical, aesthetic and associative significance to the City of 
Boroondara. 
 
Why is it significant? 
‘Omro’ is of historical significance as a relatively early example of attic bungalow that 
represents an established development pattern of bungalow style residences referencing 
an informal ruralised style architecture for urban populations attracted to semi-rural areas. 
The house was more than likely architect-designed. (Criterion A) 
 
‘Omro’ is representative of an early example of Queen Anne style attic bungalow, 
incorporating a covered balcony at first floor level, of the Federation-era. Featuring finely 
detailed red brick, render dressings, rough-cast surfaces, timber fretwork, terracotta and 
gablet details typical of the period, the house expertly references the informal ruralised 
style typified by the vernacular arising in Australia following Federation in 1901. Its setting 
is enhanced by a mature Canary Island Palm in the front garden, which was a popular 
species in the early twentieth century and appears to be an early planting. (Criterion E) 
 
‘Omro’ is important for its associations with the world renowned American spirit medium 
William Marion Fay, a contemporary of the renowned mediums the Davenport Brothers, 
the ‘Dean of American Magicians’ Harry Kellar and famous escape artist Harry Houdini. 
Fay having commissioned ‘Omro’ as his own residence for he and his wife, Eliza Lydia 
Fay, in 1914. (Criterion H) 
 
 
Grading and Recommendations 
 
Recommended for inclusion in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay of the Boroondara 
Planning Scheme as an individually Significant place. 
 
Recommendations for the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay (Clause 43.01) in the 
Boroondara Planning Scheme: 
 
External Paint Colours  
Is a permit required to paint an already painted surface? No 

Internal Alteration Controls  
Is a permit required for internal alterations? No 

Tree Controls  
Is a permit required to remove a tree? 

Yes – Canary Island 
Date Palm 

Victorian Heritage Register 
Is the place included on the Victorian Heritage Register? No 

Incorporated Plan  
Does an Incorporated Plan apply to the site? No 

Outbuildings and fences exemptions  
Are there outbuildings and fences which are not exempt from 
notice and review? 

No 

Prohibited uses may be permitted  No 
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Can a permit be granted to use the place for a use which would 
otherwise be prohibited? 
Aboriginal Heritage Place 
Is the place an Aboriginal heritage place which is subject to the 
requirements of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006? 

No 

 
Identified By 
Context Pty Ltd 
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RESIDENCE 
 
Prepared by: Trethowan Architecture in association with Context Pty Ltd 

 

Address: 264 Cotham Road, Kew 
Name: Residence Survey Date: 24 July 2017 

Place Type: Residential  Architect:  

Grading: Significant Builder: 

Extent of Overlay: To title boundaries Construction Date: 1930 
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Historical Context 
 
The first survey of the Kew area was by government surveyor Robert Hoddle, who divided 
the 1400 acres (570 hectares), the Parish of Boroondara, into 150 blocks of different sizes 
in 1837 (Morrissey 2008). Kew was divided into large allotments to encourage the 
establishment of small farms and market gardens to supply the growing settlement of 
Melbourne. These larger allotments meant that future subdivision proceeded in a 
piecemeal way (Sanderson 1988:4/2).  
 
Access to Kew was originally via a bridge to Hawthorn, opened in 1852, and by the privately 
owned Studley Park Bridge (nicknamed the Penny Bridge), opened in 1857. Direct access 
to Kew was gained when the Johnston Street Bridge was built in 1858. In 1856 the 
Boroondara Road Board District, comprising Kew, Hawthorn and Camberwell, was 
proclaimed (Victorian Places 2015). 
 
The first houses in Kew were built in the 1850s around the area now known as the Kew 
Junction. During the gold rushes of the 1850s, speculation on land purchases increased 
and the region experienced rapid expansion. As Jane Carolan writes, Kew became a 
'suburb of British expatriates who built their homes and gardens to replicate those left 
behind.' Many of the villas and mansions were built to overlook the city of Melbourne and 
were set in acres of land (Carolan 2003:3).  
 
Subdivision of land to form residential estates in the Kew area occurred from the 1860s, 
although plans from the 1860s and 1870s suggest that the scale of subdivision was quite 
small. In the 1880s, Melbourne's land boom was influential in establishing Kew's residential 
street pattern (Sanderson 1988:4/7-9).  
 
Subdivision slowed with the economic depression of the 1890s. However, by the end of 
1897, housing construction had begun anew. In 1903, Kew was described by the Australian 
Handbook as a 'very favourite place of residence for the merchants and upper tradesmen 
of the city, and is dotted with their elegant mansions, villas, and well-kept gardens' (cited 
in Victorian Places 2015). 
 
From 1920 Victoria experienced the highest marriage rate in its history and families sought 
homes away from the crowded inner suburbs of Melbourne. Following the tramlines, new 
estates were established in Kew. The pattern of expansion continued through the rest of 
the decade, and was reflected in the construction of War Service Homes, a scheme 
administered by the State Bank from July 1922, with houses in Kew built mostly on 
subdivisions in the north and east of the suburb. New subdivisions in the 1920s changed 
the rural nature of north Kew, as housing and large recreation reserves began to replace 
dairy farms and market gardens. Estates were also established on the grounds of former 
mansions. Between 1921 and 1933, Kew's population increased by 46.62% and its house 
numbers by 62.73% (Sanderson 1988:4/11-17). As a result of council policy to limit 
industry, Kew had only 29 factories in 1927 compared with Hawthorn's 140 (Morrissey 
2008), further reinforcing its reputation as a genteel residential suburb. 
 
Subdivision slowed once again with the economic depression of the late 1920s and early 
1930s, but new estates appeared in the mid-1930s. Most of the new estates were of a 
modest scale built around small courts or short streets that bisected the former grounds of 
large houses.  However, some in the northern part of the suburb had more substantial 
houses. Further subdivision occurred after World War Two (Sanderson 1988:4/20 and 
4/24). The Studley Park area of Kew underwent intensive and significant infill development 
in this period (Built Heritage 2012:17). 
 
Today, Kew retains evidence of this historical growth and development. As the City of Kew 
Urban Conservation Study states: 
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To the north and east twentieth century housing predominates, the 
result of the suburban expansion that followed both World Wars. In the 
rest of the suburb the housing is more mixed, a legacy of constant 
subdivision. For this reason Kew does not have significant nineteenth 
century streetscapes, but in the mixture of housing styles numerous 
important buildings remain, and in the individual examples both old and 
new, Kew's built heritage is almost a compendium of domestic 
architecture in Melbourne, from smaller family houses through to grand 
mansions (Sanderson 1988:4/25). 

 
History 
 
In the late-nineteenth century, the land fronting Cotham Road between Davis Street and 
Thomas Street consisted of a large property owned by Henry Thomas (S&Mc 1893); refer 
Figure 1. It is likely that the present day Thomas Street is his namesake. By 1904, the 
property was occupied by Chinese market gardener Hop Lee (S&Mc 1904) who resided in 
a small cottage on the property, addressed as 288 Cotham Road (refer Figure 1). 
 
Following Lee’s sale of the property, a portion was eventually purchased by George F. 
Smith (S&Mc 1920-30), who resided in a ‘brick villa’ in the north-east corner of the property, 
at the intersection of Cotham Road and Thomas Street (refer Figure 2); it is unclear 
whether Smith purchased the entirety of the property occupied by Hop Lee. 
 

 
Figure 1. Extract of MMBW Detail Plan No. 1570, dated March 1904. Indicated in red is the 
approximate location of the subject property. (Source: State Library of Victoria). 
 
In 1922, a subdivision of the property occurred with the land sale advertised as the 
‘Grenville Estate’. Of the 22 allotments located within the estate, six fronted Cotham Road 
with the remainder fronting an extension of Alfred Street (refer Figure 2), which until that 
time had only extended as far west as Thomas Street (refer Figure 1). 
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The construction of residences on the Cotham Road allotments was slow, with only four 
having been built upon by 1930 (S&Mc 1930). Between 1930 and 1931 (S&Mc 1931), a 
new residence was constructed on Allotment 4, with a two-storey villa, built for Robert 
Leslie Howett, added to the estate’s Cotham Road streetscape. 
 

 
Figure 2. ‘Grenville Estate’ brochure. Advertisements for the auction of the site occurred in April 
1922 (The Argus 1 April 1922: 22). The subject site is indicated in red. (Source: State Library of 
Victoria). 
 
From 1925, Robert Leslie Howett had resided at 63 Cotham Road (S&Mc 1925), prior to 
the relocation of his family (The Argus 16 November 1933:12) to 264 Cotham Road. In 
business, he was a Founding Director of the Australian-branch for R. & W.H. Symington 
and Co. (Daily Commercial News and Shipping List 14 December 1921:5), the British 
corset manufacturers established at Market Harborough, Leicestershire in 1830 (The 
National Archives). At the time of the construction of 264 Cotham Road, the Australian arm 
of the company was described as ‘the largest manufacturing firm of its kind in Australia’ 
(The West Australian 15 May 1931:7). 
 
During the 1930s, Howett and his wife made a significant contribution to the social scene 
of Kew, with 264 Cotham Road serving as a venue for many of these events (The Argus 
22 July 1936:15), including tennis parties (The Argus 15 September 1938:11). A tennis 
court continued to occupy the rear section of the property by 1945 (refer Figure 3). Howett’s 
wealth was eluded to in the tabloids of the day, following his purchase of a Siddeley 
‘Special’ automobile, it being described as ‘one specially magnificent car’ (Table Talk 24 
September 1936:36). 
 
Howett and his family continued to reside at 264 Cotham Road until the mid-1960s, after 
which they relocated to a residence in Mary Street, Kew (ER 1931-65). Following the 
Howett’s sale, the property eventually became the home of neurosurgeon Francis Morgan, 
who resided there by the mid-1980s (The Age 19 July 1985:24). 
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Figure 3. Aerial view of 264 Cotham Road, Kew; the property is outlined in red. Note the tennis 
court in the backyard of the property. (Source: University of Melbourne Map Collection) 
 
Description & Integrity 
 
The subject property is located within that part of Kew bordered by Cotham Road to the 
north and Thomas, Sackville and Davis streets to the east, south and west respectively. 
Facing Cotham Road to the north, the property adjoins the neighbouring properties at 262 
and 266 Cotham Road to the west and east respectively. It is noted that property is larger 
than the allotment advertised in 1922 (refer Figure 2), extending into what would have 
originally constituted the rear garden of 11 Alfred Street. 
 

 
Figure 4.  Aerial view of 264 Cotham Road, Kew; the property is outlined in red. (Source: Google 
Maps, 2017) 
The subject property is a highly intact two-storey red brick residence. The design of this 
interwar, Georgian Revival style residence is well composed in its incorporation of over-
sized, but none the less correct, architecturally details. American Georgian Revival 
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influences are noted in the over-sized details of the building, including simulated quoining, 
deep eaves with modillions, centrally-placed broken pediment and presentation of the 
central porch. 
 
The residence is symmetrically composed about a central portico and entry, with concrete 
structure and stuccoed detailing, the whole façade framed by simulated quoining in relief 
brickwork (refer Figure 5). The portico consists of paired arrangements of simplified Tuscan 
columns supporting a heavy entablature surmounted by a masonry balustrade. Above the 
entrance portico is a simple double-hung sash window flanked by glazed doors that provide 
access to the roof of the portico, it having the additional purpose of a balcony. Above the 
central window, a gable is created by a broken pediment as seen in American Georgian 
Revival designs. At the centre of the gable, an arch motif executed in herringbone 
brickwork with a solider course lintel to the perimeter further reinforces the central focus of 
the façade and symmetrical arrangement of fenestration around these details. The 
fenestration is regular and repetitive, with single-paned double-hung sash windows set 
flush with the external face of the elevation. At ground-floor level, the windows flanking the 
entry are horizontally oriented with solider course brickwork sills and lintels. At first-floor 
level, the windows are also horizontally oriented, apart from the centrally located window 
and flanking doors which are vertically oriented. While each window incorporates the same 
solider course sill and lintel detail, in this instance the lintel detail continues across the 
entirety of the first floor as a continuous string course. Above each window, canvas 
awnings have been installed. The tiled roof is hipped with deep boxed eaves, modillions 
and timber lining boards. Two symmetrically placed chimneys, with brick corbelling, are 
located towards the front of the dwelling with a third and fourth chimney, with original 
chimney pots, located further to the south. The forward-most chimneys are semi-engaged 
with the side elevations. 
 
On the side and rear elevations, an altogether conventional design approach exists where 
all windows are double-hung sash windows arranged sporadically across each elevation, 
indicating their placement based on the internal functions of the building rather than an 
overarching design scheme. At ground floor level, they are vertically oriented with moulded 
stucco sills and stuccoed entablature. At first-floor level, the windows are more squat, with 
brick sills differentiating between the main reception spaces on ground level and the private 
upper levels as seen in American Georgian Revival designs. Both ground and upper floor 
windows are shuttered.   
 
While the property appears to have a single, large hipped roof when viewed from the front, 
at the rear, it possesses dual hipped roof forms, creating an ‘M’ shaped roof. 
 
At the rear of the residence, a series of new works have been undertaken in the form of a 
single-storey addition and new free-standing garage (refer Figure 7). The details of these 
structures suggest they represent later works. 
 
Landscape features in both the rear and front setbacks, including the masonry fence to the 
front boundary, are all later additions. Despite this, early landscape features appear to 
remain, including a brickwork wall with arched opening in the east setback appears to be 
an early feature (refer Figure 6, Figure 7 and Figure 8). An additional potential early feature 
is a red brick boundary wall, at the end of the backyard, with relevance to a tennis court 
that originally existed in this locale (refer Figure 3 and Figure 8).   
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Figure 5.  View of the principal elevation of the house, looking south-east, from Cotham Road.  
Note the arched brick garden wall in the side setback at right of the house.  (Source: Trethowan, 
2017) 

 
Figure 6.  View of the principal elevation of the house, looking south-west, from Cotham Road.  
(Source: Trethowan, 2017) 
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Figure 7.  View of the rear elevation of the house, looking north, from the paved terrace area.  Note 
the rear elevation of the original section of the house remains intact at first-floor level.  A later rear 
addition and garage is noted at right of the image.  (Source: realestate.com.au) 
 

 
Figure 8.  View of the rear garden, looking south from the paved terrace area.  (Source: Source: 
realestate.com.au) 
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Comparative Analysis 
 
Georgian Revival 
 
In the early twentieth century, Australian architecture was influenced by the Georgian 
Revival movements in both England and America, and its own legacy of the Georgian 
tradition (Cuffley 1990:75). William Hardy Wilson, and his book of drawings titled Old 
Colonial Architecture in New South Wales and Tasmania published in 1924 were 
considered to be amongst the greatest inspirers of this style (Cuffley 1990:85). In addition 
to Hardy Wilson, Professor Leslie Wilkinson was a key influencer of the style, as a lecturer 
on English and Mediterranean architectural traditions, who had arrived in Australia in 1918. 
Writing extensively on the Georgian Revival, Wilkinson became highly sought after as a 
designer of private houses amongst a select clientele in the late 1920s (Cuffley 1990:75).   
 
Increasing in popularity throughout the 1920s and 30s, Georgian Revival architecture 
became synonymous with the upper-middle-class concepts of ‘good taste’ (Apperly, Irving 
& Reynolds: 1989:150) and architects throughout Australia began to apply the principles 
espoused by Professor Leslie Wilkinson (Cuffley 1990:77). Georgian Revival architecture 
was noted for its clarity, simplicity, reasonable proportions and restrained, simplified 
classicism often adopting the use of Classical detail and Orders. The style was favoured 
by academically trained architects, and by the mid-1930s, was often combined with 
Moderne streamlining and details typical of the eclectic interwar period. Subsequently, the 
style became popular as a range of building types including houses, blocks of flats, 
institutional buildings and modestly sized commercial structures (Apperly, Irving & 
Reynolds: 1989:150).   
 
While buildings designed in the new style emerged under university-trained architects early 
last century, the style was later adopted and mass produced by designer-builders who 
speculatively offered design and build packages at reasonable terms. Later in the interwar 
period hybrid designs were produced by the designer builders to offer different products. 
This resulted in mixing styles on the same building giving eclectic but rarely elegant results. 
 
Comparative Examples 
 
Only three Georgian Revival dwellings are identified as Individually Significant within the 
Boroondara Planning Scheme. Of the three, only one is earlier than the subject site with 
the other two being later than 1936. Two have been attributed to individual architects, with 
one attributed to the State Bank Building department. 
 
‘Ingoda’, 10 Fitzgerald St, Balwyn is in an Individual Heritage Overlay (HO384) and was 
constructed in 1924 to a design by noted architect George Henry Hallandal of the 
Commonwealth Department of Works. Hallandal was the owner of the site, and it was to 
be the architect’s own house where he lived with his parents until 1927 (Lovell Chen 2007). 
The design of this dwelling fuses both Georgian and Mediterranean sources, in the tradition 
of Professor Leslie Wilkinson. The dwelling, earlier than 264 Cotham Road, is of 
‘architectural significance as a representative and intact example of a two-storey stuccoed 
brick residence of the early 1920s, embodying the Neo-Georgian and Mediterranean fusion 
that interested architects at the time’ (Lovell Chen 2007). Representing a less pure iteration 
of the Georgian Revival style, the Mediterranean and Georgian inspired details of ‘Ingoda’ 
are subtle in their connotations in order to achieve a single cohesive design.  Equally, 264 
Cotham Road represents a less than pure iteration of the Georgian Revival style, in its 
connotations of American Georgian Revival architecture. This is seen through the 
incorporation of multiple details, the majority monumental in their proportions, to draw 
attention to the façade, while other details that are typically monumental in dimension on 
account of their construction, are far more subtle suggesting their incorporation on 
decorative, rather than practical, grounds. One such detail is the use of shallow semi-

Urban Planning Special Committee Agenda 20/07/2020

City of Boroondara Attachment 3.1.4 590



CITY OF BOROONDARA MUNICIPAL-WIDE HERITAGE GAP STUDY 

399 

engaged chimneys on the side elevations of the residence, a pronounced detail commonly 
associated with Colonial Revival architecture. However, within this context their subtle 
extrusion, barely beyond the external wall surfaces of the residence, are further 
suggestions of American Georgian Revival design. 
 

 
Figure 9.  ‘Ingoda’, 10 Fitzgerald Street, Balwyn, 1924, by George Henry Hallandal (architect). 
(Source: City of Boroondara) 
 
91 Maud Street, Balwyn North (HO392) is a two-storey example of the style, constructed 
in 1940 to a design of the State Savings Bank, under the direction of G Burridge Leith 
(Victorian Heritage Database Record for ’91 Maud Street, Balwyn North’). The dwelling is 
extremely simple and conservative in execution, and is an example of the Neo-Georgian 
designs that appear in the State Savings Garden City housing of the late interwar period. 
This conservative approach differs from the design of 264 Cotham Road which offers more 
overt Classicism and more lavish detailing of the American Georgian Revival style. The 
house appears relatively intact externally and is demonstrative of one form of the State 
Bank housing prototypes used by the general public in this period (Lovell Chen 2005). 
 

 
Figure 10.  91 Maud Street, Balwyn North, 1940, by G Burridge Leith (architect). (Source: City of 
Boroondara) 
 
‘Xanadu’, 119 Doncaster Road, North Balwyn (HO383) is a two-storey example of the style, 
completed considerably later in the stylistic period (c.1948) and designed as a residence 
and consulting rooms. The eclectic design, by Vincent Ward, is a combination of the 
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Georgian, Jacobean and Italianate styles, and remains mostly intact externally. The 
dwelling reflects ‘a mixture of both progressive architectural thinking (expression of function 
through fenestration), and studied traditionalism’ (Lovell Chen 2005). It does not present 
the same readily identifiable design intent of Georgian Revival design as the subject site. 
 

 
Figure 11.  ‘Xanadu’, 119 Doncaster Road, Balwyn North, 1948, by Vincent Ward (architect). 
(Source: City of Boroondara) 
 
An additional and notable example of Georgian Revival architecture is seen at 67 Mont 
Albert Road, Canterbury (refer Figure 12). Recommended for inclusion in the Schedule to 
the Heritage Overlay of the Boroondara Planning Scheme by the ‘Canterbury Heritage 
Gaps Study’ (Context et. al. 2016), this highly intact two-storey red brick interwar residence 
presents as a well composed and overall refined example of American Georgian Revival 
architecture. This is apparent in influences including deep eaves with modillions, shuttered 
window arrangements and the presentation of a central porch.  The window proportions 
also bear some relationship with early American Georgian architecture as displayed by 
Gunston Hall, Virginia, United States of America (1759). Constructed in 1935 for Keith L. 
Ballantyne (ACD 1933), a member of the prominent Ballantyne family of architects (Goad 
2012:63), the residence has been attributed to Ballantyne’s brother architect Frederick 
Ballantyne on account of his exposure as a pupil in the office of Walter Burley Griffin in 
1918 and travel to the United States in the early 1920s (Goad 2012:63). In comparison to 
the architectural refinement and subtle architectural aspirations of 67 Mont Albert Road, 
264 Cotham Road exhibits an over exuberance of architectural aspiration evident in the 
accumulation, and monumental scale, of details concentrated to the façade of the 
residence, including the oversized broken pediment, modillions, and simulated quoining.  
While lacking in overall refinement, most notable in the horizontal orientation of the 
fenestration pattern of the façade of the residence when compared with the vertical 
orientation typically associated with Georgian Revival architecture, it none the less 
represents a readily identifiable example of the Georgian Revival style despite being a less 
scholarly designer-builder iteration. 
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Figure 12.  67 Mont Albert Road, Canterbury, 1935, by J F W Ballantyne (architect). (Source: 
Trethowan, 2016) 
 
 
Assessment Against Criteria 
 
Criteria referred to in Practice Note 1: Applying the Heritage Overlay, Department of 
Planning and Community Development, revised July 2015, modified for the local context. 
 
CRITERION A: Importance to the course or pattern of the City of Boroondara's cultural or 
natural history (historical significance). 
 
N/A 
 
CRITERION B: Possession of uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of the City of 
Boroondara's cultural or natural history (rarity). 
 
N/A 
 
CRITERION C: Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of the 
City of Boroondara's cultural or natural history (research potential). 
 
N/A 
 
CRITERION D: Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of 
cultural or natural places or environments (representativeness). 
 
264 Cotham Road is an intact example of a two-storey brick dwelling of the 1930s, being 
a hybrid design by a designer-builder in the Georgian Revival style with American 
influences. The dwelling embodies the principal characteristics of the style, and presents 
as a well composed example despite a lack of finesse in its overall composition which was 
common place in designer/builder examples. American Georgian Revival influences are 
noted in the over-sized details of the building, including simulated quoining, deep eaves 
with modillions, centrally-placed broken pediment and presentation of the central porch. 
 
The dwelling is representative of the development of the Georgian Revival style in the 
1920s and 30s and its popularity amongst the upper-middle classes as a result of the work 
of William Hardy Wilson and Professor Leslie Wilkinson. 
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CRITERION E: Importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics (aesthetic 
significance). 
 
264 Cotham Road, Kew is of importance through its exhibition of the Georgian Revival 
style with American Georgian Revival influences. Its overall composition and monumental 
detailing, including the central porch, projecting eave with modillions and broken pediment 
are of particular aesthetic note and quality. The garden wall, with arched opening, in the 
side setback appears to be an early or original landscape feature, based on the comparable 
brick work detail construction with that of the house. Considering this, it is the only early 
landscape feature extant which assists in providing some understanding of the original 
landscape layout of the property. 
 
CRITERION F: Importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement at a particular period (technical significance). 
 
N/A 
 
CRITERION G: Strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group 
for social, cultural or spiritual reasons. This includes the significance of a place to 
Indigenous peoples as part of their continuing and developing cultural traditions (social 
significance). 
 
N/A 
 
 
CRITERION H: Special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, 
of importance in the City of Boroondara's history (associative significance). 
 
N/A 
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Statement of Significance 
 
What is Significant? 
The residence at 264 Cotham Road, Kew, constructed in 1931 for the Howitt family, is 
significant to the City of Boroondara. The later fence, carport and rear additions are of no 
significance.  
 
How is it significant? 
264 Cotham Road, Kew is of local architectural and aesthetic significance to the City of 
Boroondara. 
 
Why is it significant? 
The dwelling is representative of the development of the Georgian Revival style in the 
1920s and 30s and its popularity amongst the upper-middle classes as a result of the work 
of William Hardy Wilson and Professor Leslie Wilkinson. It is of importance as a fine and 
largely intact designer/builder example of the Georgian Revival style, with American 
Georgian Revival influences. The dwelling embodies the principal characteristics of the 
style. American Georgian Revival influences are noted in the deep eaves with modillions, 
central broken pediment, brick quoins and presentation of the central porch. The garden 
wall, with arched opening, in the side setback appears to be an early or original landscape 
feature, based on the comparable brick work detail construction with that of the house. 
Considering this, it is the only early landscape feature extant which assists in providing 
some understanding of the original landscape layout of the property. (Criteria D and E) 
 
Grading and Recommendations 
 
Recommended for inclusion in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay of the Boroondara 
Planning Scheme as an individually Significant place. 
 
Recommendations for the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay (Clause 43.01) in the 
Boroondara Planning Scheme: 
 
External Paint Colours  
Is a permit required to paint an already painted surface? No 

Internal Alteration Controls  
Is a permit required for internal alterations? No 

Tree Controls  
Is a permit required to remove a tree? No 

Victorian Heritage Register 
Is the place included on the Victorian Heritage Register? No 

Incorporated Plan  
Does an Incorporated Plan apply to the site? No 

Outbuildings and fences exemptions  
Are there outbuildings and fences which are not exempt from 
notice and review? 

Yes – Brick wall with 
arched opening in side 
setback. 

Prohibited uses may be permitted  
Can a permit be granted to use the place for a use which would 
otherwise be prohibited? 

No 

Aboriginal Heritage Place 
Is the place an Aboriginal heritage place which is subject to the 
requirements of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006? 

No 
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St George’s Hospital  
 
Prepared by: Context Pty Ltd 

 

Address:  283 Cotham Road, Kew 
Name: St George’s Hospital Survey Date: August 2017  

Place Type: Community Architect: 
Louis R Williams 1925 
Leighton Irwin 1936  

Grading: Significant Builder:  

Extent of Overlay: N/A 
 
Note: Authorisation to commence a planning scheme 
amendment to including 283 Cotham Road, Kew in a 
Heritage Overlay was not granted as part of Amendment 
C294 to the Boroondara Planning Scheme. As such, a 
Heritage Overlay is not being pursed for this property. 
 

Construction Date:  
1925, 1928-29, 1937 
 

 

 
Figure 1.  St George’s hospital main wing, (Source: Context, 2017) 
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Figure 2 Former midwifery wing, St George’s Hospital (Source: Context, 2017) 
 

 
Figure 3 Former nurses’ home St Georges Hospital (Source: Context, 2017)  
 
Historical Context 
From 1920, Victoria experienced the highest marriage rate in its history and families sought 
homes away from the crowded inner suburbs of Melbourne. Following the tramlines, new 
estates were established in Kew. The pattern of expansion continued through the rest of 
the decade, and was reflected in the construction of War Service Homes, a scheme 
administered by the State Bank from July 1922, with houses in Kew built mostly on 
subdivisions in the north and east of the suburb. New subdivisions in the 1920s changed 
the rural nature of north Kew, as housing and large recreation reserves began to replace 
dairy farms and market gardens. Estates were also established on the grounds of former 
mansions. Between 1921 and 1933, Kew's population increased by 46.62% and its house 
numbers by 62.73% (Sanderson 1988:4/11-17). Because of council policy to limit industry, 
Kew had only 29 factories in 1927 compared with Hawthorn's 140 (Morrissey 2008), further 
reinforcing its reputation as a genteel residential suburb. 
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Public and private hospitals  
The establishment of private hospitals has been a strong theme in Boroondara and 
especially in Kew, many hospitals operating from private residences run by nurses and 
religious orders. In the early post-war era, the development of private hospitals continued, 
particularly in the Camberwell era but on a diminished scale. Many smaller hospitals 
closed, which allowed St George’s to dominate.  
 
The establishment of public hospitals, whilst smaller in number than private hospitals, 
nevertheless encompassed the Royal Women’s Hospital that established a presence in 
Kew, operating from Villa Alba in Walmer Street and Tara Hall in Studley Park Road. These 
facilities adapted nineteenth century residences and built new wings to augment the limited 
spaces available. Mental health was catered for on the vast Kew Asylum site from 1864 
(HO485). Other hospital complexes within Kew, include Caritas Christi Hospice at 104 
Studley Park Road (Stephenson & Turner, 1950s) and the Royal Talbot Hospital (part of 
Austin Health) was established in 1962 in Yarra Boulevard with a set of buildings designed 
by Bates Smart McCutcheon.  
 
History 
St George’s Hospital, 283 Cotham Road, Kew is located on the north side of Cotham Road 
between Cecil Street and Normanby Road. Beginning as an intermediate hospital in Kew, 
the site evolved into a major hospital complex over the years. The three oldest surviving 
blocks in its premise are the Maternity Wing, Nurses’ Home and General Wing, built 
respectively in 1925, 1928-9 and 1937. 
 
Prior to any of these three buildings, St George’s Hospital was opened at a Victorian 
mansion ‘Ellerslie’ in October 1912 by the Sisters of the Anglican Church. It was around 
the time when a denser residential development was moving steadily eastwards towards 
the spacious grounds around Burke and Cotham roads (Marshall:1). While there was a 
growing need for hospital in the community, the establishment of a hospital in Kew was 
realised by the donation of ‘Ellerslie’ by Miss Florence Annie Hughes, the only daughter of 
the late owner Mrs Anna Sarah Hughes.  
 
Upon the bequest of her mother’s estate, Miss Hughes had given ‘Ellerslie’ as a gift to the 
Diocesan sisters of the Church of England, for use of rest home for Sisters (Age 30 October 
1912:12; Marshall:4). With the persuasion of Sister Sarah, a leading founder of the order, 
the property was adapted into an intermediate hospital. It was to be controlled by the 
Church of England Sisters of the Community of the Holy Name with nursing aides provided 
by the Anglican Church (Marshall:8).  
 
‘Ellerslie’ was situated on 3 ¾ acres with the extent of the land roughly covering the eastern 
half of the current site. It was extensively altered to serve as a hospital, which at its opening 
contained several four-bed wards (Marshall:15). 
 
The hospital was relatively quiet during the first years, but the future was assured with the 
construction of the 1915 Kew Tram Depot and the introduction of the electric tramway that 
brought more patients into the hospital (Marshall:20-21). Also, the hospital was intended 
to cater particularly for women and it responded to two new trends of the time: the 
introduction of the Commonwealth Maternity Allowance, or ‘baby bonus’, and the post-war 
baby boom (Marshall:22-24). 
 
Maternity Wing, 1925 
In July 1922, following the rapid growth of patient number and staffing needs, Sister Esther 
urged the Mission Council to provide funds for building of new hospital and conversion of 
‘Ellerslie’ to a nurses’ home. Responding to the request, the Council appointed Louis R 
Williams, an ecclesiastical architect, to design a new maternity wing for the hospital. Due 

Urban Planning Special Committee Agenda 20/07/2020

City of Boroondara Attachment 3.1.4 600



CITY OF BOROONDARA MUNICIPAL-WIDE HERITAGE GAP STUDY 

409 

to the limitation of the budget, however, ‘Ellerslie’ was to remain as a general surgical block 
(Marshall:24).  
 
The foundation stone of the new building of St George’s Hospital was laid by Archbishop 
Lees on 22 April 1923. The original design was reported in the Argus (see Figure 1) after 
the laying of the foundation stone, but it had been altered to reduce the cost. The original 
estimate for a three-storey building was £40,000 (Argus 25 April 1923:9), but it appears 
that the plan was reduced to two-storeys (see 5), which provided a more modest estimate 
of £15,000. The final tender was accepted for £13,090 (Age 3 September 1924:13).  
 
The Mission Committee had £2,350 available in the initial stage, and various community 
help was provided for building an up-to-date hospital in Kew. As a local fundraising project, 
the Mayor of Kew Cr J H Woolcock volunteered as the treasurer of a ‘Brick Week’ for 
collecting donations, which was held in Kew between 22-29 June 1923 (Australasian 23 
June 1923:38). The hospital committee also obtained about half of the sum by an appeal 
launched in later that year in hopes to obtain £15,000 (Age 3 September 1924:13; 
Marshall:26). 
 

  
Figure 4. Abolished design by Louis R Williams for the Maternity Block (Argus 25 April 1923:9).
  

  
Figure 5.The Maternity Block after its completion (Argus 24 March 1925:9).  
 
The new maternity wing was opened by Lady Forster on 24 March 1925, with 
accommodation for 23 patients, much reduced from the ambitious initial plan to house 70 
beds (Marshall:26; Argus 25 April 1923:9; Argus 24 March 1925:9). Completed in red brick, 
the façade was designed to give an expression of an elegant villa. The architect L R 
Williams treated the brick to make the colour less obtrusive (Argus 23 April 1923:9). Wide-
open verandahs were provided on the south and eastern elevations. Six wards and two 
single rooms were distributed on either side of a corridor, and two labour wards, the 
nursery, a sterilising room, a minor operations room, an isolation block and a large ward 
on the north-western corner had been provided. Located on a slope, the building had rooms 
underneath for the staff, pantry and kitchen (Marhsall:26-27). 
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Figure 6.The Midwifery Block viewed from the Mountain View tennis court, before the alteration 
in 1954 (Marshall:53).  
 
Like many other hospital buildings, the Maternity Wing also went through considerable 
changes since its completion. Most significant change was the extension in 1954 that 
turned its verandahs into internal spaces.  
 
Despite the completion of new General Wing on Cotham Road in 1937, the overcrowding 
in the midwifery block was still a matter of great concern. In 1938, the Health Department 
advised the hospital to accommodate an extra patient in each of the three intermediate 
wards, as well as six patients on the balcony. This instruction was objected to but 
registration for accommodation of four beds on the balcony was granted under a special 
arrangement that to last for the duration of the war only. By the end of the War, however, 
the agreement had been forgotten (Marshall:54). 
 
The construction of rooms within the verandahs was retained at the time of alteration and 
extension in 1954. According to the architectural drawings by Leighton Irwin & Co, the 
additions to the Midwifery Block included the installation of staff and patients’ toilets and 
extension of labour wards and patient wards on the first-floor balconies. The additional 
exterior walls became more permanent structures, built of weatherboards. 
 
Nurses’ Home, 1929 
The construction of new nurses’ home was the next project in line following the completion 
of the Midwifery Block in 1925. The same year, the registration of St George’s midwifery 
training school was approved by the Health Department. The school was the third largest 
in Victoria after the Women’s and Queen Victoria Hospitals (Marshall:27). The hospital and 
training school were quickly outgrown, and in 1928, a decision was made to build a nurses’ 
block although the need for extending the general wing was also urgent. A cost-efficient 
design of a fibro-cement bungalow was selected and a nurses’ home with eight bedrooms 
and a sitting room was ready by Christmas 1929 (Marshall:38). 
 
The 1929 Nurses’ Home is the most unchanged among three earliest buildings surviving, 
with its original roofline and external features remain. The internal use of this building had 
been changed to serve various requirements. In the alteration plan drawn by Leighton Irwin 
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& Co in 1951, the building was labelled as ‘Midwifery Cottage’, suggesting the altered use 
as a supplementary midwifery block. It was possibly converted in 1937, at the time of the 
conversion of ‘Ellerslie’ to a Nurses’ Home. It appears that the alteration in the 1950s was 
only minor, involving some changes to the light, sinks and drainer, and shelves. 
 

 
Figure 7. Nurses’ Home (Marshall:38). 
 
General Wing, 1937 
As the construction of Nurses’ Home and the X-ray block (1931, demolished in 1969) 
burdened the Committee, building of new General Wing had to be postponed without 
choice. Nevertheless, replacement of ‘Ellerslie’ with modern hospital block had been 
consistently urged by the Sisters. Without any improvements since its conversion in 1911, 
the obsolete standard of the building became more and more problematic (Marshall:38).  
 
In 1933, the Age reported the formation of a Building League explaining that the Sisters 
hoped, for last ten years, to erect a new hospital with medical, surgical and children’s 
wards, a dietetic kitchen, two operating theatres, proper nursing quarters and modern 
necessities. After a long wait, the proposal was approved by the Mission Council in 
February 1934. With a constrained budget of £30,000, the Committee instructed the 
architects to produce a plan for a smaller hospital, scrapping the ideal of an 80-90-bed 
hospital that would well exceed £40,000 (Marhsall:45). Architects Leighton Irwin & Co were 
appointed for the project, with L R Williams as a joint architect (Argus 4 August 1937:13). 
 
The laying of the foundation stone ceremony was on 1 October 1936, performed by 
Archbishop Head. The stone was that of the previous Maternity Block which was laid by 
late Archbishop Lees on 22 April 1923. Under the same stone was inscribed: “on 1st 
October 1936, the original foundation stone was set in place in this new building by the 
Most Rev F W Head, Archbishop of Melbourne” (Age 2 October 1936:13). 
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Figure 8. North Elevation by Leighton Irwin & Co, 1936 (Source: 
SLV). 

 
Figure 9. West Elevation by 
Leighton Iriwn & Co, 1936 
(Source: SLV). 

 
The final design submitted by Leighton Irwin & Co was a four-storey building of soft brown 
brick in Georgian Renaissance style that was still popular in post-World War 1 era when 
Leighton Irwin was studying architecture in London, England (Marshall:45). The plan 
included two operating theatres and wards facing mostly north looking through the Yarra 
Valley. With the use of white windows and a chocolate tiled roof surmounted with copper 
fleche, which reflected the Georgian influences, the feel of domesticity was expressed, to 
harmonise with the midwifery block (Marshall:45). The plan for housing 47 beds was 
threatened for the issue of cost, and it was almost decided to leave the top storey as a 
shell until more fund is saved. It was the most unwanted decision as it would reduce the 
bed capacity to ‘disastrously uneconomic’ number of 27. At the very last moment, another 
£1,050 in debenture money was gathered through the Building League, which enabled the 
hospital to equip the top storey (Marshall:46). 
 
The official opening of the new building was on 3 August 1937 after twelve months of 
construction. In Archbishop Head’s lead, Lady Latham declared the hospital open 
(Marshall:46). On the right of the entrance hall were the office and a large ward with a 
northward view over the midwifery block. On the other side were two operating theatres 
and auxiliary rooms. The corridors were covered in rubber to reduce noise, staircase was 
terrazzo-paved, and a new silent lift was available for the top two floors, where most of the 
beds were located (Marshall:46-47). The intermediate wards were equipped with built-in 
wardrobes, and some deluxe rooms had their own bathrooms. A children’s ward was at 
the west end of the top floor. Each floor was finished with a different colour scheme and 
the furniture and fittings were custom-made by Mary Worthen, an American interior 
decorator to provide a homely atmosphere (Marshall:46). Nurses’ rooms were well 
equipped with cupboards and cabinets, and the kitchen facility included electronic devices 
such as vegetable peeler and dishwasher. It is also notable that a room was provided for 
preparation of special meal for dietetic cases, a subject in which Leighton Irwin took a 
particular interest after a visit to Tennessee, USA, where he had been impressed by the 
emphasis on food preparation in hospitals (Marshall:47). A new covered path was laid 
between the Maternity Wing and new General Wing. 
 
One of the notable changes made to this 1937 General Block is the opening of a new 
Midwifery Unit (1972), interconnected to the east end of the General Wing. This later 
addition brought a substantial impact to the hospital site as well, with ‘Ellerslie’ and the X-
ray Block being demolished to make way for this new block. An aerial from 1976 shows 
the St George’s General Block connected to the new Midwifery Unit built on the south-
eastern corner of the site (Figure 10). 
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Figure 10. St. Georges Hospital, Kew. Aerial view from about 720 meters (2400 ft) (Source: SLV). 
 
A historical photograph (Figure 11) taken in 1972 shows the addition to the back of the 
building, or the north elevation, which involves an extension to balconies on the first to third 
floors. 
 

 
Figure 11. St George’s Hospital, Kew Alterations to the hospital, 1972 (Source: SLV). 
 
With the completion of the new building, ‘Ellerslie’ had been also converted into a nurses’ 
home, but it was unsuccessful for providing full accommodation, with some nurses sleeping 
in the tents in the hospital grounds (Marshall:51). Nothing could be done, however, 
because the hospital had no funds left for improving facilities.  
 
Later developments 
Throughout the 1940s, it had become obvious that the hospital’s financial difficulties were 
becoming critical burdens for the Church. On 24 August 1949, after a difficult discussion, 
the hospital became acquired by the Government for £154,000 (Marshall:63).  
 
Later development after the acquisition by the Government includes the opening of Ante-
natal Clinic (designed by Leighton Irwin & Co) in 1959, which provided public beds for the 
first time in St George’s. In 1969, ‘Ellerslie’ and the X-ray Block were demolished for a new 
Midwifery Unit (designed by Jones & Campbell Pty Ltd and built by Fulton Construction Pty 
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Ltd) connected to the east end of the General and Surgical Wing. By this time, the hospital 
acquired 5.3-acre land, purchasing adjoining properties including the Mount View tennis 
court on the west of the original site. After rezoning for higher density development, in 
November 1972, ‘William Buckland Foundation Children’s Ward’ was officially opened.  
 
In 1988, the State Government attempted to close and sell St George’s Hospital. The 
former patients, staffs and community members rallied against the plan and the hospital 
remained as a public hospital valued by the local community. (Age 24 August 1987:18; 15 
February 1988:3) St George’s has expertise in maternity, acute medical and surgical 
services, and the aged care services became developed from 1991. In 1997, it was 
announced that St George’s Hospital was to take on its new role as a special centre for the 
elderly (Age 18 January 1997:173). In March 2001, St George’s became part of St 
Vincent’s Hospital under an auspice arrangement with the State Government (SVHM 
2017). 
 
Leighton Irwin & Co 
Leighton Irwin (1892-1962) was a leading figure in the design of hospitals and the 
development of university based training for architects. As a teacher, he was important in 
the development of modernism in architecture schools. After 1930 his work concentrated 
almost solely on hospitals, influenced by the European trends in architecture, expressive 
modernity, functional design and advanced services for their time.  
 
Leighton Irwin studied at the University of Melbourne and the Architectural Association in 
London. He practised with Roy Stevenson and as Leighton Irwin & Co between 1931 and 
1943. His contribution to the architectural profession, architectural training and the 
development of modernism is considerable (Goad & Willis, 2012:356).  
 
Louis R Williams   
Louis Williams (1890-1980) became one of Australia’s most celebrated church architects 
of the 1920s and 1930s when his distinctive Arts and Crafts designs were employed across 
the country. He practised with Alexander North as North and Williams (1913-1920) and 
was predominantly involved with the Anglican Church for whom he was responsible for 
over 130 churches. His work is often distinguished by impeccable craftsmanship in 
brickwork and a high quality of finish and fittings (Goad & Willis, 2012:765-6).  
 
Community connections 
St Vincent’s Hospital maintains an archive with material on St Georges Hospital. St 
George’s Hospital as a maternity and general hospital (1925-1998), is expected to have 
connections to the local community because of this function. The archivist at St Vincent’s, 
notes that St George’s has adapted to changing social needs and provided health care for 
community members across generations. It is currently focussing on aged care.  
 
The connections to the hospital were evident at the 1989 celebrations of 40 years as a 
public community hospital. This was two years after the local community rallied to support 
the hospital following its threatened closure. It is also noted that St Georges is likely to be 
significant to many people in Boroondara as the place where they were born or gave birth; 
and in recent years as a place of rehabilitation, aged care and psychiatry services. It may 
also be significant as a place of clinical training and employment.  
 
Organisations connected with St Georges include the Anglican Community of the Holy 
Name, now located in Cheltenham, the Kew Ladies Auxiliary (1953-2008), and the St 
Georges Hospital Graduate Nurses League. This organisation has been contacted through 
St Vincent’s Nurse Alumni. There are also expected to be current staff and volunteers with 
a variety of such links.  
Description & Integrity 
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St Georges Hospital site has been developed from 1911 to the contemporary period and 
comprises several buildings remaining from before the Second World War, including: 
 

 Former Midwifery (maternity) wing (1925) 
 Former Nurse’s Home (1928-9) 
 General wing (1937)  

 
The large site runs through to Downton Grove and has a long frontage to Normanby Road. 
The northern part of the site is undeveloped and used for car parking. As the function of 
the hospital has shifted from maternity services to aged care and new single level purpose 
built buildings have been built.  
 
As the earliest building, the Midwifery Wing is located towards the centre of the site and is 
a large ‘T’-shaped two storey building with tiled hipped roof. Built of rendered masonry this 
building was once encircled by open verandahs which have subsequently been converted 
to rooms. The wide verandahs are supported by the timber posts with corner brackets but 
these have been filled in with weatherboard cladding and a variety of window types at first 
floor level. Some timber lattice decoration to the undercroft of the verandah is still in 
evidence. Beneath the verandahs the external wall of the ground floor is visible and has a 
repeating pattern of double hung sash windows. At the rear of the building are a pair of 
decorative leaded glass fixed windows with toplights. The building has experienced many 
alterations and additions but is still recognisable as the building of 1925, particularly in its 
roof form and the undercroft of the verandahs.  
 
The Nurse’s Home is a domestically scaled single storey bungalow located close to the 
Normanby Street frontage. It has an ‘H’ shaped plan and is surrounded by some lawn and 
shrubs. The hipped terra cotta tiled roof complements the rendered wall surface with face 
clinker brick to the base courses. The windows are intact timber sashes with face brick sill 
featured against the plain wall surface. Some changes have been made to the entry on the 
north side and the building has been adapted for another hospital purpose, however it still 
retains much of its external integrity.  
 
The main wing of St George’s Hospital of 1937 and facing Cotham Road is a three storey 
Georgian Revival building of dark brick and tiled hipped roof. The centrepiece of the roof 
is a slender fleche and sash windows and small mock dormer windows also reinforce the 
Georgian Revival style. A central large window and small balcony indicate the location of 
the internal stair and the spaces are set symmetrically either side of this feature. The 
ground floor entrance has been entirely concealed by a new single storey wing along 
Cotham road, creating a new and enlarged entrance to the hospital. The General Wing is 
now set between two contemporary buildings and no longer is a free-standing building. A 
three-storey contemporary building abuts the parking area and forms a new entrance.  
 
Comparative Analysis 
Throughout Boroondara a number of private hospitals were common throughout the 
nineteenth century, generally operating from private houses. Of the comparable public 
hospitals, these include Caritas Christi Hospice at 104 Studley Park Road (Stephenson & 
Turner, 1950s) and the Royal Talbot Hospital (part of Austin Health), established in 1962 
in Yarra Boulevard with a set of buildings designed by Bates Smart McCutcheon. These 
sites provide limited comparison with St George’s and comprise modern post war buildings.  
 
Several hospitals in the Melbourne metropolitan area retain some of their pre-Second 
World War buildings. These sites include the former Repatriation Hospitals at Caulfield and 
Heidelberg, and the Austin Hospital, also located at Heidelberg. Hospital complexes are 
generally places of high change and many sites have been totally redeveloped. There are 
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relatively few hospital complexes where pre-1945 buildings remain within the hospital 
grounds.  
 
The former Caulfield Repatriation Hospital in the City of Glen Eira. Caulfield House, has a 
former nurses home associated with the hospital which is similar stylistically to the main 
block of St Georges fronting Cotham Road. It is designed in the Georgian Revival manner 
with hipped roof and dark brick walls. It is substantially intact and was recently rejected by 
the Victorian Heritage Council for State listing, but was recommended for local listing in the 
Glen Eira Planning Scheme. The hospital site also contains a State listed Red Cross Rest 
Home built in 1916 (H2360). 
 

 
Fig.12 Former Nurse’s Home at Caulfield Repatriation Hospital, Caulfield House, 1936, 
recommended for HO. Source: Heritage Victoria Caulfield Repatriation Heritage Assessment, 
2017   

 
Fig. 13 Red Cross Rest Home at Caulfield Repatriation Hospital, 1916, VHR H2360. Source: 
Heritage Victoria Caulfield Repatriation Heritage Assessment, 2017   
The former Austin hospital (now part of Austin Health) was established in 1882. It is the 
only medical hospital within the metropolitan area to have retained a complex of 19th-
century buildings. The complex retains several late nineteenth and early twentieth century 
buildings, a number by well-known Melbourne architects, including the original 
Consumptive (Davies) Block of 1889-90, original Gate House (1892) and two former 
nurses’ homes, the Marian Drummond Nurses’ Home (1913-14) and the former Edward 
Wilson Nurses’ Home (1925). The Bowen, Marian Drummond and Edward Wilson nurses' 
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homes are of historic significance as a unique group of the earliest surviving purpose-built 
nurses' homes in metropolitan Melbourne (HO62 and HO63, Banyule Planning Scheme).  
 

 
Fig.14 Edward Wilson Nurses’ Home at Austin Hospital, 1925, Blackett and Forster, Source: 
Context. 2008 

 
Fig.15 Austin Research Centre, part of the Bowen Centre façade (east elevation), Source: Context, 
2008. 
 
The Heidelberg Repatriation Hospital commenced in 1941 with the main block built in 
modern style in 1940-1943 and designed by Leighton Irwin & Co. The site also contains 
several memorials and gardens listed on the Victorian War Heritage Inventory but the 
whole site has no HO.  
 
Leighton Irwin Architects were responsible for several major hospitals including Box Hill 
(1960s and substantially redeveloped, no HO), Mildura Base Hospital (HO52, VHR 
H1934) and Heidelberg Repatriation Hospital (no HO). 
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Fig. 16 Mildura Base Hospital, designed by Leighton Irwin & Co, 1931-34, VHR H1934  
 
As a hospital complex, St George’s may be compared with the above metropolitan 
hospitals as a place retaining elements of pre-Second World War development. In a 
metropolitan context, this is relatively rare. The Austin Hospital provides the earliest 
examples and Caulfield House is close in design to that of St Georges, although more 
intact. The Midwifery Wing at St Georges is a particularly early hospital building, and when 
compared with others of a similar period at the Austin, is similarly altered in appearance. 
The main block of 1937 is most comparable with Caulfield House and does not represent 
the modern hospital designs that were the high points of Leighton Irwin’s work. The 
Maternity Wing is not particularly representative of Louis Williams architectural career, but 
is of some interest as a rare example of a non-church building by him. The nurses home 
of 1928-29 is a modest building when compared with those of the Austin Hospital which as 
a group represent the earliest remaining purpose-designed nursing homes in the 
metropolitan area.  
 
Assessment Against Criteria 
 
Criteria referred to in Practice Note 1: Applying the Heritage Overlay, Department of 
Planning and Community Development, revised July 2015, modified for the local context. 
 
CRITERION A: Importance to the course or pattern of the City of Boroondara's cultural or 
natural history (historical significance). 
 
St George’s Hospital complex at 283 Cotham Road Kew is historically significant for its 
demonstration of the development of public hospital facilities in Boroondara. In contrast to 
the numerous private hospitals that opened and closed within private residences, public 
health facilities in Boroondara are represented by the Kew Asylum site in the nineteenth 
century and by Royal Talbot Hospital and Caritas Christi Hospice in the late twentieth 
century. St George’s Hospital represents one of very few sites that demonstrate the shift 
from private to public.  
 
St George’s Hospital is historically significant as the site of the Victorian mansion Ellerslie, 
donated by Florence Annie Hughes to the Diocesan Sisters of the Church of England for 
use as a rest home. The site is later significant for its association with the Anglican 
Community of the Holy Name who adapted and operated the property as an intermediate 
hospital, mainly for women. 
 
The development of St George’s into a maternity hospital responded firstly to the rapid 
growth and settlement of Kew in the 1920s, and later to the post-war baby boom following 
World War 2. This is demonstrated by the development of the Maternity Wing in 1925 by 
Anglican architect Louis Williams and its subsequent extensions and alterations up to 1954 
to accommodate ever increasing numbers of women.  
 
The Nurse’s Home of 1929 is historically significant as an important element of the site 
demonstrating the registration of St George’s midwifery training school, which was one of 
Victoria’s largest, along with the Women’s and Queen Victoria Hospitals.  
 
The further development of the hospital to include additional medical services is 
demonstrated by the building of the General Wing on Cotham Road in 1937, designed by 
Leighton Irwin & Co and funded by the Community of the Holy Name. Further maternity 
services were catered for in the 1972 extension to this wing.  
 
St George’s Hospital is historically significant as a major hospital complex demonstrating 
the development from private hospital based in a residence and operated by a religious 
order to a modern public hospital, one of few in Boroondara. Within Kew it demonstrates a 
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strong theme of hospital care, begun in the 1860s at Kew Asylum and continuing through 
to the 1960s at Royal Talbot and Caritas Christi.  
 
In a broader metropolitan context St George’s Hospital is historically significant as one of 
several hospitals including the Austin, Heidelberg and Caulfield Repatriation Hospitals that 
retain elements of their pre-World War II developments.  
 
CRITERION B: Possession of uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of the City of 
Boroondara's cultural or natural history (rarity). 
 
NA 
 
CRITERION C: Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of the 
City of Boroondara's cultural or natural history (research potential). 
 
NA 
 
CRITERION D: Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of 
cultural or natural places or environments (representativeness). 
 
NA 
 
CRITERION E: Importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics (aesthetic 
significance). 
 
NA 
 
CRITERION F: Importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement at a particular period (technical significance). 
 
NA 
 
CRITERION G: Strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group 
for social, cultural or spiritual reasons. This includes the significance of a place to 
Indigenous peoples as part of their continuing and developing cultural traditions (social 
significance). 
 
NA 
 
CRITERION H: Special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, 
of importance in the City of Boroondara's history (associative significance). 
 
NA  

Urban Planning Special Committee Agenda 20/07/2020

City of Boroondara Attachment 3.1.4 611



KEW 

420 

Statement of Significance 
 
What is Significant? 
 
St Georges Hospital at 283 Cotham Road, Kew, including the Maternity Wing of 1925 by 
Louise R Williams, the Nurse’s Home of 1928-9, and the General Wing of 1937 by Leighton 
Irwin are significant.  
 
 
How is it significant? 
St George’s Hospital is of is of local historic significance to the City of Boroondara.  
 
Why is it significant? 
St George’s Hospital complex at 283 Cotham Road, Kew is historically significant for its 
demonstration of the development of public hospital facilities in Boroondara. In contrast to 
the numerous private hospitals that opened and closed within private residences, public 
health facilities in Boroondara are represented by the Kew Asylum site in the nineteenth 
century and by Royal Talbot Hospital and Caritas Christi Hospice in the late twentieth 
century. St George’s Hospital represents one of very few sites that demonstrate the shift 
from private to public.  
 
St George’s Hospital is historically significant as the site of the Victorian mansion Ellerslie, 
donated by Florence Annie Hughes to the Diocesan Sisters of the Church of England for 
use as a rest home. The site is later significant for its association with the Anglican 
Community of the Holy Name who adapted and operated the property as an intermediate 
hospital, mainly for women. 
 
The development of St George’s into a maternity hospital responded firstly to the rapid 
growth and settlement of Kew in the 1920s, and later to the post-war baby boom following 
World War 2. This is demonstrated by the development of the Maternity Wing in 1925 by 
Anglican architect Louis Williams and its subsequent extensions and alterations up to 1954 
to accommodate ever increasing numbers of women.  
 
The Nurse’s Home of 1929 is historically significant as an important element of the site 
demonstrating the registration of St George’s midwifery training school, which was one of 
Victoria’s largest, along with the Women’s and Queen Victoria Hospitals.  
 
The further development of the hospital to include additional medical services is 
demonstrated by the building of the General Wing on Cotham Road in 1937, designed by 
Leighton Irwin & Co and funded by the Community of the Holy Name. Further maternity 
services were catered for in the 1972 extension to this wing.  
 
St George’s Hospital is historically significant as a major hospital complex demonstrating 
the development from private hospital based in a residence and operated by a religious 
order to a modern public hospital, one of few in Boroondara. Within Kew it demonstrates a 
strong theme of hospital care, begun in the 1860s at Kew Asylum and continuing through 
to the 1960s at Royal Talbot and Caritas Christi.  
 
In a broader metropolitan context St George’s Hospital is historically significant as one of 
several hospitals including the Austin, Heidelberg and Caulfield Repatriation Hospitals that 
retain elements of their pre-World War II developments. (Criterion A)  
 
Grading and Recommendations 
 
Note: Authorisation to commence a planning scheme amendment to including 283 
Cotham Road, Kew in a Heritage Overlay was not granted as part of Amendment 
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C294 to the Boroondara Planning Scheme. As such, a Heritage Overlay is not being 
pursed for this property. 
 
Recommended for inclusion in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay of the Boroondara 
Planning Scheme as an individually Significant place. 
 
Recommendations for the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay (Clause 43.01) in the 
Boroondara Planning Scheme: 
 
External Paint Colours  
Is a permit required to paint an already painted surface? -- 

Internal Alteration Controls  
Is a permit required for internal alterations? -- 

Tree Controls  
Is a permit required to remove a tree? -- 

Victorian Heritage Register 
Is the place included on the Victorian Heritage Register? -- 

Incorporated Plan  
Does an Incorporated Plan apply to the site? -- 

Outbuildings and fences exemptions  
Are there outbuildings and fences which are not exempt from 
notice and review? 

--  
 

Prohibited uses may be permitted  
Can a permit be granted to use the place for a use which would 
otherwise be prohibited? 

-- 

Aboriginal Heritage Place 
Is the place an Aboriginal heritage place which is subject to the 
requirements of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006? 

-- 

 
 
 
Identified By 
Context Pty Ltd 
 
References 
Age, as cited. 
 
Argus, as cited. 
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Kew Service Reservoir 
 
Prepared by: Context Pty Ltd 

 

Address: 370-376 Cotham Road, Kew 
Name: Kew Service Reservoir Survey Date: August 2017 

Place Type: Community Architect:   

Grading: Significant Builder:  

Extent of Overlay: To the title boundaries along the north 
side, and along the outer edge of the Cypress tree canopy 
along the remaining three sides, as shown on the  extent 
map 

Construction Date: 1886 

 
 

 
 
 
Historical Context 
The first survey of the Kew area was by government surveyor Robert Hoddle, who divided 
the 1400 acres (570 hectares), the Parish of Boroondara, into 150 blocks of different sizes 
in 1837 (Morrissey 2008). 
  
The authors of the City of Kew Urban Conservation Study write that Kew's boundaries were 
established partly by geography and partly by survey: the Yarra River formed the western 
and northern boundaries, Elgar's Special Survey was undertaken to the east of what 
became Burke Road, and the southern boundary of Barkers Road was drawn by Hoddle 
when he surveyed Kew in 1844. Bullock train tracks made by squatters who accessed the 
rich grazing lands of the upper Yarra valley from the 1830s were included in the survey to 
form the nucleus of main roads (Sanderson 1988:4/1). In 1840, squatter John Hodgson 
established a run at Studley Park on the eastern bank of the Yarra River. Hodgson also 
operated a punt across the river. The first Kew land sales took place in 1845. 
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The first houses in Kew were built in the 1850s around the area now known as the Kew 
Junction. During the gold rushes of the 1850s, speculation on land purchases increased 
and the region experienced rapid expansion. Subdivision of land to form residential estates 
in the Kew area occurred from the 1860s, although plans from the 1860s and 1870s 
suggest that the scale of subdivision was quite small.  
 
In the 1880s, Melbourne's land boom was influential in establishing Kew's residential street 
pattern. With the revival of plans for the Outer Circle railway in the mid-1880s to connect 
Melbourne with Kew East, Camberwell, Burwood, Ashburton and Malvern East, even more 
ambitious subdivision schemes were implemented, and in the period of 1881-91, Kew's 
population almost doubled from 4288 to 8462 (Sanderson 1988:4/7-9).  
 
Creating Melbourne’s water distribution network  
Once the water was conveyed to Melbourne from the remote storages it was reticulated to 
households via a distribution network. Apart from the distribution networks that served the 
growing Melbourne metropolitan area, which were created and progressively expanded by 
the early government water authorities and their successor, the MMBW, the local water 
trusts and the SRWSC developed their own networks to serve the areas outside of the 
jurisdiction of the MMBW. These networks were eventually to be merged into one system 
by the end of the twentieth century. 
 
Suburbs were connected to the distribution network often only after lobbying by local 
municipal authorities and the development of Melbourne's present-day water supply 
system, which balloons out to the east, was shaped by the pattern of growth of the city and 
its suburban tentacles. The settlement of the wider metropolitan area was also closely 
aligned to the location of the major watersheds. Development was densest in the eastern 
suburbs, which were closer to the main sources of fresh water and received a slightly 
higher rainfall. In the west of Melbourne, the less appealing basaltic plains with stony 
ground and a lower rainfall attracted less suburban sprawl than in the east. 
 
The distribution network began with the single pipe that led from Yan Yean Reservoir to 
the centre of Melbourne. As Melbourne grew, so too did the water supply and the network 
that was required to distribute it. Preston Reservoir No. 1, constructed in 1864, effectively 
marks the beginning of the development of the distribution network to serve the broader 
metropolitan area. It was the first in a series of service reservoirs connected by a series of 
pipelines (known as 'mains'), which enabled the water supply to be moved around the 
metropolis to meet demand. As Melbourne and its water supply network expanded, 
additional service reservoirs were built at high-points across the metropolis from the late 
nineteenth century onwards. 
 
Service reservoirs are smaller reservoirs where water is stored just prior to distribution to 
consumers. Historically, they were built to provide the dual function of balancing supply 
with demand and maintaining adequate pressure throughout the distribution network. This 
means that they can be filled gradually (with water from the storage reservoirs) during 
periods of low demand, but then have a relatively large volume, locally available, and for 
rapid distribution when demand is high. In addition, they can sometimes assist with 
improving water quality by allowing water to settle and filtering impurities. 
 
The other component of the distribution network is the series of large transfer mains that 
were laid to distribute water to and from the service reservoirs. One example was the high-
level main that connected the Yan Yean system to the Surrey Hills Reservoir in 1891. This 
was to service new homes built in the high-level suburbs of Box Hill and Surrey Hills, which 
were unable to get adequate supply. Households were connected to the system via smaller 
reticulation mains branching off the larger transfer mains. As the network expanded there 
was a need for pumping stations to improve the supply to various areas and the first 
pumping stations were installed in 1950. 
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The original Yan Yean system only supplied water to the immediate area of Melbourne city 
and its older established suburbs. Outside this boundary, local areas operated their own 
waterworks trusts, which often came under the jurisdiction of a road board or municipal 
council. By 1868, there were already shortages and it was necessary to increase the water 
supply during the day. As a remedy, the main from Preston to Collingwood was duplicated 
in 1869. Meanwhile, other municipalities continued to lobby for connection to the mains 
(Context 2010: 19-20). 
 
By the late 1880s, as the supply of water increased with the additions to the Yan Yean 
system and the commissioning of the first stage of the Maroondah system, more areas of 
Melbourne were connected to main water supply and the older local waterworks were 
made redundant. It was during this era that the foundations of the distribution network were 
laid, which served the inner Melbourne and the developing suburbs then on the fringe such 
as Kew, Essendon and Caulfield. In the 1880s growth was rapid and dramatic. With growth 
on all fronts, the water supply department had trouble keeping up with providing mains for 
reticulation.  
 
The network of mains slowly extended eastwards through the land boom suburbs of Kew 
and Camberwell. By the 1890s, there were parts of the outer east, for example in Surrey 
Hills and Ashburton, which still relied on rainwater tanks or backyard wells. Local councils, 
local progress associations and local members of parliament continued to push the needs 
of new areas. As the system expanded new service reservoirs were constructed from the 
late nineteenth century onwards beginning at Essendon (1881 and 1883), followed by 
Caulfield (1883), Kew (1886) and Surrey Hills (1891) (Context 2010: 21-22).  
 
History  
The earliest residents of the Boroondara area obtained their water from rain or the river. 
While deputation to bring a mains water supply from the Yan Yean reservoir into 
Hawthorn had been made as early as 1861, another four years passed before a 
standpipe was installed at the intersection of Burwood Road and Church Street, which 
commenced operation in January 1865. Before the end of the year, pipes had been laid 
out as far as Glenferrie Road, and along Church Street towards Kew. Further expansion 
took place over the next few years, with tenders being called in November 1868 for a 
standpipe in Auburn Road to supply water across the municipal boundary in what 
became the City of Camberwell. The Yan Yean water supply finally reached Camberwell 
in 1872, and Kew in 1878 (in the latter case, necessitating the construction of a pipe 
bridge across the Yarra River at Fairfield).  
 
While it was also proposed to provide a district or service reservoir in the latter area, the 
project subsequently stalled. In August 1885, local residents formed a deputation to the 
Minister of Public Works “to secure the early construction of the Kew Reservoir”. Tenders 
were promptly called and, the following January, the Government Gazette reported that 
the contract for “construction of service reservoir at Kew, valued at £5977, had been 
awarded to one George Buckley (Built Heritage 2012: 121) 
 
Kew Service Reservoir was constructed by the Water Supply Department in 1886 at a final 
cost of 6,510 pounds. It was located at the most elevated point of Kew, near the corner of 
Cotham and Burke roads (Rodgers 1973:183). As shown on the 1913 MMBW Detail Plan, 
it originally had a single basin, which has since been divided into two. 
 
Completed within a year, the new reservoir – located on the south side of Cotham Road, 
west of the Burke Road intersection – had a capacity of 4,000,000 gallons. The facility, 
however, did not commence operation at that time; in fact, it lay empty and disused for 
nearly four decades before it was officially opened by the chairman of the MMBW, David 
Bell, in September 1937. The reservoir – a large rectangular and covered receptacle with 
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battered walls, sited in a reserve surrounded by mature cypress trees – remains a 
prominent feature in the landscape to this day (Built Heritage 2012: 122) 
 

 
Figure 1. Kew Service Reservoir in 1913 (Source: MMBW Detail Plan No. 1567, 1913) 

 
The Kew Reservoir is the only 1880s reservoir to remain in service today. Both Essendon 
reservoirs have been demolished, and Caulfield has been decommissioned. The later 
Surrey Hills Reservoir also remains in service. The present function of the Kew Reservoir 
is to supply water to the local Yarra Valley Water and City West Water reticulation networks, 
the Kew Pumping Station (WPS 138), and the Hawthorn PRV zone via 'refluxes' in Barkers 
and Auburn roads. 
 
 
Description & Integrity 
Kew Service Reservoir is an in-ground service reservoir with mass concrete gravity walls, 
a concrete floor, and bluestone coping along the upper edge of the walls. Originally open, 
it is now enclosed by a Colorbond steel roof. Internally, a low dividing wall separates the 
reservoir into two basins (depths are 3.5 and 3.6 metres respectively), each with its own 
inlet and outlet pipes. The reservoir is supplied with water from the Surrey Hills Reservoir. 
The reservoir is in good condition and, apart from the addition of the roof appears to have 
a relatively high degree of integrity (Context 2010). 
 
The reservoir is surrounded by mature Monterey Cypress windrows on four sides, which 
have been well-maintained. The row along the Cotham Road boundary has been 
replanted.  
 
Comparative Analysis 
As noted in the History, the first service reservoir in the Melbourne water supply system 
was constructed at Preston in 1864. It was to remain the only service reservoir until two 
reservoirs were built at Essendon, which were both of puddle core earth bank construction. 
 
Caulfield, constructed in 1883, was the first mass concrete reservoir constructed as part of 
the Melbourne water supply system. An advantage of mass concrete over puddle-core 
reservoirs was that concrete embankments were thinner and required less land, an 
important consideration when suburban land had to be acquired for the purpose. Also the 
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concrete linings was more effective keeping water clean, and facilitated the cleaning out of 
silt (Context, 2007:40). 
 
Caulfield was followed by similar, but smaller mass concrete reservoirs at Kew (1886) and 
Surrey Hills (1891). Caulfield remained the second largest service reservoir (after Preston 
No.1) until the construction of Preston No.2 in 1909. Mass concrete was to be the preferred 
construction technique for all service reservoirs constructed up until World War Two with 
the sole exception of Preston No.2, which was constructed in reinforced concrete by John 
Monash's Reinforced Concrete & Monier Pipe Construction Co. Despite the cost savings 
with the use of reinforced concrete (which used less cement) Edgar Ritchie, the Board's 
Engineer of Water Supply, was said to be 'hostile' to its use and was dissatisfied with minor 
faults in the completed reservoir, which he later gave as his reason for preferring mass 
concrete for service reservoirs (Context, 2007:41). 
 
Kew Reservoir therefore directly compares with Caulfield and Surrey Hills reservoirs. Along 
with Surrey Hills, it is one of two nineteenth century service reservoirs still in service. As it 
has been roofed it is perhaps less intact than Caulfield, however, it has the mature Cypress 
plantings that are such an important feature of the landscape settings of reservoirs of this 
era, which are also found at Surrey Hills and Preston. 
 
Assessment Against Criteria 
 
Criteria referred to in Practice Note 1: Applying the Heritage Overlay, Department of 
Planning and Community Development, revised July 2015, modified for the local context. 
 
 
CRITERION A: Importance to the course or pattern of the City of Boroondara's cultural or 
natural history (historical significance). 
 
Kew Service Reservoir is historically significant as evidence of the first phase of expansion 
of the transfer network by the Water Supply Department beyond the limited Yan Yean 
network in the late nineteenth century. Of the four reservoirs constructed in the 1880s this 
is one of only two to survive. The significance of the reservoir is enhanced by the fact that 
it remains in use as part of Melbourne's water supply system over 120 years later, whilst 
the other surviving 1880s reservoir at Caulfield has been decommissioned. The mature 
Monterey Cypress plantings are typical of the landscaping provided at such reservoirs and 
provide an appropriate setting. It has historic significance as a place associated with the 
Water Supply Department, which played an important role in the development of 
Melbourne's water supply prior to the establishment of the Melbourne & Metropolitan Board 
of Works. 
 
CRITERION B: Possession of uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of the City of 
Boroondara's cultural or natural history (rarity). 
 
NA 
 
CRITERION C: Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of the 
City of Boroondara's cultural or natural history (research potential). 
 
NA 
 
CRITERION D: Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of 
cultural or natural places or environments (representativeness). 
 
NA 
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CRITERION E: Importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics (aesthetic 
significance). 
 
Kew Service Reservoir has aesthetic qualities as a local landmark due to the mature 
plantings, which mark and emphasise the prominent siting of the reservoir on a high point 
of land within the area. 
 
CRITERION F: Importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement at a particular period (technical significance). 
 
Kew Reservoir has technical significance as one of the earliest surviving examples of the 
use of mass concrete in reservoir construction, which, with the notable exception of one 
service reservoir at Reservoir, would become the standard material used for the next 70 
years. 
 
CRITERION G: Strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group 
for social, cultural or spiritual reasons. This includes the significance of a place to 
Indigenous peoples as part of their continuing and developing cultural traditions (social 
significance). 
 
NA 
 
CRITERION H: Special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, 
of importance in the City of Boroondara's history (associative significance). 
 
NA 
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Statement of Significance 
 
What is significant? 
The Kew Service Reservoir at 370-376 Cotham Road, Kew. The reservoir was constructed 
in 1886 by the Water Supply Department with battered walls of mass concrete, at the most 
elevated point in Kew, though it was not put into use until 1937. 
 
The 1886 reservoir and the mature Monterey Cypress (Cupressus macrocarpa) windrows 
around the perimeter of the site are significant. 
 
Post-1937 alterations to the reservoir, including the metal roof, are not significant. 
 
How is it significant? 
The Kew Service Reservoir is of local historic, technical and aesthetic significance to the 
City of Boroondara and potentially to the State of Victoria. 
 
Why is it significant? 
Kew Service Reservoir is historically significant as evidence of the first phase of expansion 
of the transfer network by the Water Supply Department beyond the limited Yan Yean 
network in the late nineteenth century. Of the four reservoirs constructed in the 1880s this 
is one of only two to survive. The significance of the reservoir is enhanced by the fact that 
it remains in use as part of Melbourne's water supply system over 120 years later, whilst 
the other surviving 1880s reservoir at Caulfield has been decommissioned. The mature 
Monterey Cypress plantings are typical of the landscaping provided at such reservoirs and 
provide an appropriate setting. It has historic significance as a place associated with the 
Water Supply Department, which played an important role in the development of 
Melbourne's water supply prior to the establishment of the Melbourne & Metropolitan Board 
of Works. (Criterion A) 
 
Kew Service Reservoir has technical significance as one of the earliest surviving examples 
of the use of mass concrete in reservoir construction, which, with the notable exception of 
one service reservoir at Reservoir, would become the standard material used for the next 
70 years. (Criterion F) 
 
Kew Service Reservoir has aesthetic significance as a local landmark due to the mature 
plantings, which mark and emphasise the prominent siting of the reservoir on a high point 
of land within the area. (Criterion E) 
 
Grading and Recommendations 
 
Recommended for inclusion in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay of the Boroondara 
Planning Scheme as an individually Significant place. 
 
Recommendations for the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay (Clause 43.01) in the 
Boroondara Planning Scheme: 
 
External Paint Colours  
Is a permit required to paint an already painted surface? No 

Internal Alteration Controls  
Is a permit required for internal alterations? No 

Tree Controls  
Is a permit required to remove a tree? 

Yes – mature 
Monterey Cypress 
trees 

Victorian Heritage Register 
Is the place included on the Victorian Heritage Register? No 
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Incorporated Plan  
Does an Incorporated Plan apply to the site? No 

Outbuildings and fences exemptions  
Are there outbuildings and fences which are not exempt from 
notice and review? 

No 

Prohibited uses may be permitted  
Can a permit be granted to use the place for a use which would 
otherwise be prohibited? 

No 

Aboriginal Heritage Place 
Is the place an Aboriginal heritage place which is subject to the 
requirements of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006? 

No 

 
 
 
Identified By 
Built Heritage 
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Burwood 
 
Prepared by: Context Pty Ltd 

 

Address:  4 Edgecombe Street, Kew  
Name: Burwood Survey Date: August 2017  

Place Type: Residential Architect:   

Grading: Significant Builder:  

Extent of Overlay: To title boundaries Construction Date: c.1919 

 
 

 
 
Historical Context 
 
The authors of the City of Kew Urban Conservation Study write that Kew's boundaries were 
established partly by geography and partly by survey: the Yarra River formed the western 
and northern boundaries, Elgar's Special Survey was undertaken to the east of what 
became Burke Road, and the southern boundary of Barkers Road was drawn by Hoddle 
when he surveyed Kew in 1844. Bullock train tracks made by squatters who accessed the 
rich grazing lands of the upper Yarra valley from the 1830s were included in the survey to 
form the nucleus of main roads (Sanderson 1988:4/1). In 1840, squatter John Hodgson 
established a run at Studley Park on the eastern bank of the Yarra River. Hodgson also 
operated a punt across the river. The first Kew land sales took place in 1845. 
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Kew was divided into large allotments to encourage the establishment of small farms and 
market gardens to supply the growing settlement of Melbourne. These larger allotments 
meant that future subdivision proceeded in a piecemeal way (Sanderson 1988:4/2).  
 
Subdivision of land to form residential estates in the Kew area occurred from the 1860s, 
although plans from the 1860s and 1870s suggest that the scale of subdivision was quite 
small. In the 1880s, Melbourne's land boom was influential in establishing Kew's residential 
street pattern. With the revival of plans for the Outer Circle railway in the mid-1880s to 
connect Melbourne with Kew East, Camberwell, Burwood, Ashburton and Malvern East, 
even more ambitious subdivision schemes were implemented, and in the period of 1881-
91, Kew's population almost doubled from 4288 to 8462 (Sanderson 1988:4/7-9).  
 
Subdivision slowed with the economic depression of the 1890s.  However, by the end of 
1897, housing construction had begun anew. As noted by local historian Andrew Frost, the 
Kew Mercury confirmed the recovery on 30 May 1899 when the newspaper reported that 
in the previous year 'there had been a strong demand for “medium class” houses within 
reasonable distance of train or tram, and that over £9,000 of new buildings had been 
erected in Kew' (Frost nd:3-4). In 1901 Kew's population was 9469 (Victorian Places 2015).  
 
In 1903, Kew was described by the Australian Handbook as a 'very favourite place of 
residence for the merchants and upper tradesmen of the city, and is dotted with their 
elegant mansions, villas, and well-kept gardens' (cited in Victorian Places 2015). 
 
Today, Kew retains evidence of this historical growth and development. As the City of Kew 
Urban Conservation Study states: 
 
To the north and east twentieth century housing predominates, the result of the suburban 
expansion that followed both World Wars. In the rest of the suburb the housing is more 
mixed, a legacy of constant subdivision. For this reason Kew does not have significant 
nineteenth century streetscapes, but in the mixture of housing styles numerous important 
buildings remain, and in the individual examples both old and new, Kew's built heritage is 
almost a compendium of domestic architecture in Melbourne, from smaller family houses 
through to grand mansions (Sanderson 1988:4/25).  
 
History 
The land at 4 Edgecombe Street was part of the former ‘Edgecombe’ estate (also 
referred to as ‘Mount Edgecombe’), which was subdivided in 1912. The auctioneers P 
Retchford and E V Jones subdivided the strip of land on the east side of current 
Edgecombe Street into 12 allotments designated as villa sites with regular 60 feet 
frontages by varied depths from 120 to 160 feet. ‘Edgecombe’, now 26 Edgecombe 
Street, the brick residence containing 16 rooms was also auctioned on the same day on 
25 May 1912 (Age 27 April 1912:3). 
 
The development on the east side of Edgecombe Street was not fully progressed until the 
end of 1910s, with its first houses built around 1917 (S&MC 1917). It was partly due to the 
lack of proper passage-way in Edgecombe Street, as noted in the local newspaper 
(Camberwell and Hawthorn Advertiser 28 June 1918:2). In June 1918, the Council invited 
tenders for constructing Edgecombe Street (Argus 29 June 1918:9):  
 

The street has been fully completed this time, along the former estates ‘Edgecombe’, 
running north-south between Studley Park Road and Stevenson Street. 

 
The subject property at 4 Edgecombe Street was constructed around 1919, as one of four 
houses all built briefly after the construction of Edgecombe Street (S&Mc 1918-20). 
Completed in Edwardian style with double gables, the residence was occupied by owner 
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Rupert Weeks, clerk, and his wife Elsie, who named the property ‘Burwood’ and resided 
there at least until the end of 1940s (Electoral Roll).  
 
Description & Integrity 
4 Edgecombe Street is a highly intact late Edwardian house featuring a symmetrical 
composition of projecting gables that frame a central recessed porch. The house has 
transitional elements illustrating Edwardian and bungalow styles, and employing the forms, 
detail and materials of both. 4 Edgecombe Street features typical Edwardian gable ends of 
roughcast render with vertical timber strapping. The pair of large canted bay windows 
dominate the front elevation with their unusual flared and shingled window hoods 
supported on ornate timber brackets. The five bayed front windows feature leaded glass to 
both top and bottom sashes.  
 
The central porch features a semicircular brick arch and half-glazed panelled door with 
side and top lights. The terra-cotta tiled roof has simple finals. A matching brick garage has 
been added to one side of the house. The timber fence and gate is sympathetic to the 
house but of recent construction. The house is complemented by the layout of the front 
garden with its symmetry around a central path.  
 
Comparative Analysis 
Houses of the late Edwardian period often combine elements of the bungalow style 
resulting in different (and generally simpler) forms. The asymmetry of the Edwardian style 
may be replaced with a more symmetrical form such as in 4 Edgecombe Street, Kew. A 
similar and also highly intact house at 28 Stevenson Street Kew has also been assessed 
by this Study to be of Individual Significance. 
 
The examples below are Edwardian houses of a similar date that have been identified as 
Individually Significant in other studies. Late Edwardian residences included on the HO 
include these two examples in Miller Grove, Kew.  
 

 26 Miller Grove, Kew (Significant within HO527 - High Street South Residential 
Precinct, Kew), is of local historical and architectural significance as a good, 
representative and relatively externally intact example of a Federation Queen Anne 
villa dating from the later stages of Federation design. 

 28 Miller Grove, Kew (Significant within HO527), is of local historical and 
architectural significance as a good and relatively externally intact example of a 
Federation Queen Anne villa. Dating from the latter stages of the Federation period 
in residential design, the features include a distinctive canted corner verandah. 
 

 
Figure 1. 26 Miller Grove Kew, (Significant within 
HO527), 1917. A representative late Edwardian 

 
Figure 2. 28 Miller Grove Kew (Significant within 
HO527), 1915. A representative late Edwardian house 
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house that is relatively undistinguished in character 
but typical in its range of features.  

that is relatively undistinguished in character but 
typical in its range of features.  

 
The symmetrical composition is a feature that noted Boroondara architect Christopher 
Cowper used again and again in this regard, including a central entrance porch flanked by 
gables, differently designed front windows, often one bowed or square box, or a facetted 
bay. These forms were taken up by other designers of houses.  
 
Several comparable Cowper-designed residences are on the HO and significant within 
precincts including:  
 

 12 Moore Street Hawthorn, c1909 (Significant within HO152 - Grace Park and 
Hawthorn Grove Precincts) 

 8 Denmark Street Kew, 1913 (Significant within HO526 - Denmark Street Precinct, 
Kew) is of local historical and architectural significance as a representative and 
broadly externally intact example of a Federation attic storey house. The house 
makes a strong contribution to the intact and impressive group of Federation 
houses at the lower end of Denmark Street. Though not an outstanding example 
of his work, the association of the house with the architect, Christopher Cowper, is 
of interest. 
 

 
Figure 3. 12 Moore Street, Hawthorn, HO152, 
(Significant within precinct) by Christopher 
Cowper showing the central entrance porch with 
flanking gables.  
 

 
Figure 4. 8 Denmark Street Kew, 1913 (Significant 
within HO526), by Christopher Cowper showing the 
central entrance porch and symmetrical flanking 
gables.  

Like the above examples, 4 Edgecombe Street is a notable and highly intact example of 
an Edwardian house of symmetrical form. Furthermore it is distinguished by its unusual 
and distinctive feature in the large flared window hoods.  
 
Assessment Against Criteria 
 
Criteria referred to in Practice Note 1: Applying the Heritage Overlay, Department of 
Planning and Community Development, revised July 2015, modified for the local context. 
 
 
CRITERION A: Importance to the course or pattern of the City of Boroondara's cultural or 
natural history (historical significance). 
 
NA 
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CRITERION B: Possession of uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of the City of 
Boroondara's cultural or natural history (rarity). 
 
NA 
 
CRITERION C: Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of the 
City of Boroondara's cultural or natural history (research potential). 
 
NA 
 
CRITERION D: Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of 
cultural or natural places or environments (representativeness). 
 
4 Edgecombe Street is a notable Edwardian house characterised by a symmetrical 
frontage and compact form. The familiar elements of red brick masonry, roughcast gables 
with timber strapping and shingles that are hallmarks of the Edwardian style are evident in 
4 Edgecombe Street, as are the characteristic main windows with multiple sashes in bayed 
form, and a central brick arched entrance porch. It is also a highly intact example of an 
Edwardian house. 
 
CRITERION E: Importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics (aesthetic 
significance). 
 
4 Edgecombe Street is aesthetically significant for its symmetrical composition of projecting 
gables of roughcast render with vertical timber strapping framing a central semicircular 
brick arched and recessed porch. The pair of large canted bay windows dominating the 
front elevation are notable and feature unusual flared and shingled window hoods 
supported on ornate timber brackets. Aesthetically the house is complemented by the front 
door assemblage of half-glazed panelled door with side and top lights and the front window 
sashes of simple leaded glass design. The house is complemented by the central path and 
formal garden layout and plantings.  
 
CRITERION F: Importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement at a particular period (technical significance). 
 
NA 
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CRITERION G: Strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group 
for social, cultural or spiritual reasons. This includes the significance of a place to 
Indigenous peoples as part of their continuing and developing cultural traditions (social 
significance). 
 
NA 
 
CRITERION H: Special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, 
of importance in the City of Boroondara's history (associative significance). 
 
NA 
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Statement of Significance 
 
What is Significant? 
4 Edgecombe Street, named ‘Burwood’ by the first owners and constructed around 1919, 
one of four houses all built briefly after the construction of roadway in Edgecombe Street, 
is significant. Completed in Late Edwardian style with double gables, and first occupied by 
Rupert and Elsie Weeks who lived there for over 50 years, 4 Edgecombe Street is 
significant.   
 
How is it significant? 
‘Burwood’ at 4 Edgecombe Street is of local aesthetic and architectural significance to the 
City of Boroondara. 
 
Why is it significant? 
4 Edgecombe Street is a notable Edwardian house characterised by a symmetrical 
frontage and compact form. The familiar elements of red brick masonry, roughcast gables 
with timber strapping and shingles that are hallmarks of the Edwardian style are evident in 
4 Edgecombe Street, as are the characteristic main windows with multiple sashes in bayed 
form, and a central brick arched entrance porch. It is also a highly intact example of an 
Edwardian house. (Criterion D)  
 
4 Edgecombe Street is aesthetically significant for its symmetrical composition of projecting 
gables of roughcast render with vertical timber strapping framing a central semicircular 
brick arched and recessed porch. The pair of large canted bay windows dominating the 
front elevation are notable and feature unusual flared and shingled window hoods 
supported on ornate timber brackets. Aesthetically the house is complemented by the front 
door assemblage of half-glazed panelled door with side and top lights and the front window 
sashes of simple leaded glass design. The house is complemented by the central path and 
formal garden layout and plantings. (Criterion E)  
 
Grading and Recommendations 
 
Recommended for inclusion in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay of the Boroondara 
Planning Scheme as an individually Significant place. 
 
Recommendations for the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay (Clause 43.01) in the 
Boroondara Planning Scheme: 
 
External Paint Colours  
Is a permit required to paint an already painted surface? No 

Internal Alteration Controls  
Is a permit required for internal alterations? No 

Tree Controls  
Is a permit required to remove a tree? No 

Victorian Heritage Register 
Is the place included on the Victorian Heritage Register? No 

Incorporated Plan  
Does an Incorporated Plan apply to the site? No 

Outbuildings and fences exemptions  
Are there outbuildings and fences which are not exempt from 
notice and review? 

No 

Prohibited uses may be permitted  
Can a permit be granted to use the place for a use which would 
otherwise be prohibited? 

No 

Aboriginal Heritage Place No 
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Is the place an Aboriginal heritage place which is subject to the 
requirements of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006? 

 
 
 
Identified By 
Context Pty Ltd 
 
References 
Age, as cited. 

Argus, as cited. 

Built Heritage Pty Ltd 2012, ‘City of Boroondara Thematic Environmental History’, prepared 
for the City of Boroondara. 

Camberwell and Hawthorn Advertiser, as cited. 

Carolan, Jane 2003, For the green and the gold and the mitre: a centenary history of Trinity 
Grammar School, Kew. Volume 1: For the green: Trinity Grammar School, 1903-2003, 
Benchmark Publications, Montrose. 

Frost, Andrew nd, 'Kew in the 1890s Depression', Historical periods series, Kew Historical 
Society, http://kewhistoricalsociety.org.au/khs/wp-content/uploads/Kew-in-the-1890s-
Depression-1.pdf, accessed 20 July 2017. 

Morrissey, Sylvia 2008, ‘Kew’ in eMelbourne, School of Historical and Philosophical 
Studies, University of Melbourne, http://www.emelbourne.net.au/biogs/EM00796b.htm, 
accessed 13 July 2017. 

Sanderson, Pru Design Pty Ltd 1988, City of Kew Urban Conservation Study: volume 2, 
prepared for the Victorian National Estate Committee and City of Kew. 

Sands & McDougall, Melbourne and Suburban Directories (S&Mc), as cited. 

Victorian Places 2015, Monash University and University of Queensland, 
http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/kew, accessed 12 July 2017. 
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House 
 
Prepared by: Context Pty Ltd 

 

Address:  59 Pakington Street Kew  
Name: House Survey Date: August 2017  

Place Type: Residential Architect:   

Grading: Significant Builder:  

Extent of Overlay: To title boundaries Construction Date: 1914 

 

 
 
 
Historical Context 
The authors of the City of Kew Urban Conservation Study write that Kew's boundaries were 
established partly by geography and partly by survey: the Yarra River formed the western 
and northern boundaries, Elgar's Special Survey was undertaken to the east of what 
became Burke Road, and the southern boundary of Barkers Road was drawn by Hoddle 
when he surveyed Kew in 1844. Bullock train tracks made by squatters who accessed the 
rich grazing lands of the upper Yarra valley from the 1830s were included in the survey to 
form the nucleus of main roads (Sanderson 1988:4/1). In 1840, squatter John Hodgson 
established a run at Studley Park on the eastern bank of the Yarra River. Hodgson also 
operated a punt across the river. The first Kew land sales took place in 1845. 
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Kew was divided into large allotments to encourage the establishment of small farms and 
market gardens to supply the growing settlement of Melbourne. These larger allotments 
meant that future subdivision proceeded in a piecemeal way (Sanderson 1988:4/2).  
 
Access to Kew was originally via a bridge to Hawthorn, opened in 1852, and by the 
privately-owned Studley Park Bridge (nicknamed the Penny Bridge), opened in 1857. 
Direct access to Kew was gained when the Johnston Street Bridge was built in 1858. In 
1856 the Boroondara Road Board District, comprising Kew, Hawthorn and Camberwell, 
was proclaimed (Victorian Places 2015). 
 
Subdivision of land to form residential estates in the Kew area occurred from the 1860s, 
although plans from the 1860s and 1870s suggest that the scale of subdivision was quite 
small. In the 1880s, Melbourne's land boom was influential in establishing Kew's residential 
street pattern. With the revival of plans for the Outer Circle railway in the mid-1880s to 
connect Melbourne with Kew East, Camberwell, Burwood, Ashburton and Malvern East, 
even more ambitious subdivision schemes were implemented, and in the period of 1881-
91, Kew's population almost doubled from 4288 to 8462 (Sanderson 1988:4/7-9).  
Subdivision slowed with the economic depression of the 1890s.  However, by the end of 
1897, housing construction had begun anew. As noted by local historian Andrew Frost, the 
Kew Mercury confirmed the recovery on 30 May 1899 when the newspaper reported that 
in the previous year 'there had been a strong demand for “medium class” houses within 
reasonable distance of train or tram, and that over £9,000 of new buildings had been 
erected in Kew' (Frost nd:3-4). In 1901 Kew's population was 9469 (Victorian Places 2015).  
 
In 1903, Kew was described by the Australian Handbook as a 'very favourite place of 
residence for the merchants and upper tradesmen of the city, and is dotted with their 
elegant mansions, villas, and well-kept gardens' (cited in Victorian Places 2015). 
 
Today, Kew retains evidence of this historical growth and development. As the City of Kew 
Urban Conservation Study states: 
 
To the north and east twentieth century housing predominates, the result of the suburban 
expansion that followed both World Wars. In the rest of the suburb the housing is more 
mixed, a legacy of constant subdivision. For this reason Kew does not have significant 
nineteenth century streetscapes, but in the mixture of housing styles numerous important 
buildings remain, and in the individual examples both old and new, Kew's built heritage is 
almost a compendium of domestic architecture in Melbourne, from smaller family houses 
through to grand mansions (Sanderson 1988:4/25).  
 
History 
59 Pakington Street is on the west side of Pakington Street near the corner of Eglington 
and Pakington Streets, Kew. The allotments between Peel and Pakington Streets, part of 
Crown Portion 87, had been subdivided in irregular sizes by the late 1880s (‘Borough of 
Kew’, 1888).  
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Figure 1. Extent of the land at 59 Pakington Street (marked in red). An extract from ‘Borough of 
Kew’, 1888 (Source: SLV). 

 
The current house at 59 Pakington Street was built in 1914, replacing a Victorian house 
that previously occupied the site (S&Mc 1913-5). According to the Sands and McDougall 
directory, the first owner of current 59 Pakington Street was Albert Noel Guthrie who moved 
in in 1914 (S&Mc 1915). A.N. Guthrie was a captain, who was well known in the Australian 
Coastal service, one of the original members of the Merchant Service Guild, and a pioneer 
of the Australian Costal Service (Sydney Morning Herald 3 December 1925:12). After his 
death in December 1925, his wife Sarah Speechley Guthrie continued to live in the house 
for the rest of her life until 1934 (S&Mc 1925-35; Age 24 December 1934:14).  
 
Following the Guthries, Albert James Williams, a mechanic, occupied the property for 
number of years until 1940 (S&Mc 1938). From 1941, 59 Pakington Street was occupied 
by Frederick George and Elsie Ada Bohun (AEC 1936-80). 
 
Description & Integrity 
The house at 59 Pakington Street, Kew features a picturesque composition combined with 
fine timber detailing. The intersecting gable roof forms are typical of the bungalow style but 
in this case the front verandah and the porch set on one side are framed by heavy timber 
posts and brackets that are borrowed from the Arts and Crafts style vocabulary. Large 
curved brackets support the extended eaves. Of particular interest are the three roughcast 
chimneys set at a diagonal to the house, each surmounted by an elegant and simple terra-
cotta chimney pot. The gable ends are clad in an unusual profile weatherboard cut to 
resemble shingles through the technique of alternating bevels. The window and door 
joinery including the pair of front windows and the glazed doors with sidelights are typical 
of Edwardian styles in their proportions and placement. Wall claddings are a combination 
of weatherboard and roughcast render.  
 
Alterations to the house include an extension to the side and the rear, three small windows 
added to the south elevation and the balustrade to the front verandah. 59 Pakington Street 
is a modest timber house with some fine Arts and Crafts features that set it apart from 
many other examples of the Edwardian period.  
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Comparative Analysis 
Arts and Crafts architecture exhibits qualities similar to overseas models from which it drew 
its inspiration. The style is illustrated by a hand-crafted character with the emphasis on the 
unpretentious and handmade, often featuring tall tapering chimneys devoid of elaborate 
detail, the use of roughcast or pebbledash stucco, over-sized timber decorative details and 
an emphasis on buildings as three-dimensional compositions as opposed to decorative 
facades. Eaves are often wide and prominent, with the use of bracketing and the use of 
dominant roof forms. Early examples (1890-1915) are hybridised with conventional 
Federation houses often adopting the typical house form, whilst experimenting with simpler 
and larger section timber for details. Later examples include adoption of the bungalow’s 
low-slung form and expression in natural materials. By the 1920s, speculative builders had 
embraced the style and built houses on a large scale throughout the Australian suburbs, 
including many examples in Boroondara. 
 
There are relatively few examples found to date (and on the HO) where there is a 
combination of the Edwardian house with elements of the Arts and Crafts style. The houses 
illustrated below illustrate Edwardian houses that adopt decorative detail that is influenced 
by the Arts and Crafts style.  
 

 
Figure 2. 162 Eglington St, Kew, 1915-6, (HO299) 
- a hybrid Federation house with a verandah 
frieze and bracketed post based on the Arts and 
Crafts style 

 
Figure 3. 3 Henrietta Street Hawthorn, 1910, (HO63) 
adopts a typical Federation house form with a 
simplified timber porch detail in tapered posts with 
bracket.  

 
Figure 4. 48 Foley Street, Kew, 1907 (Significant 
in HO526), also a typical Federation house form 
but with verandah and gable end detail that is 
moving towards the Arts and Crafts era.  

 

 
59 Pakington Street is a particularly lively adaptation of an Edwardian house when 
compared with the above examples. It has a picturesque massing, the lower pitched roof 
of a bungalow and the characteristic timber and roughcast stucco walls. Of particular note 
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are the diagonally oriented chimneys with pebbledash finish, the two porches (one with flat 
roof) with large section timber posts and brackets and the unusual finish to the shingles. 
As a house of 1914, it illustrates an early and successful combination of the Arts and Crafts 
transposed onto a modest example of the Federation house.  
 
Assessment Against Criteria 
 
 
Criteria referred to in Practice Note 1: Applying the Heritage Overlay, Department of 
Planning and Community Development, revised July 2015, modified for the local context. 
 
 
CRITERION A: Importance to the course or pattern of the City of Boroondara's cultural or 
natural history (historical significance). 
 
NA 
 
CRITERION B: Possession of uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of the City of 
Boroondara's cultural or natural history (rarity). 
 
NA 
 
CRITERION C: Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of the 
City of Boroondara's cultural or natural history (research potential). 
 
NA 
 
CRITERION D: Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of 
cultural or natural places or environments (representativeness). 
 
59 Pakington Street is a particularly lively adaptation of an Edwardian house with 
picturesque massing, the lower pitched roof of a bungalow and the characteristic timber 
and roughcast stucco walls. The Arts and Crafts overtones are illustrated by the diagonally 
oriented chimneys with pebbledash finish, the two porches with large section timber posts 
and brackets and the unusual finish to the shingles. As a house of 1914, it illustrates an 
early and successful combination of the Arts and Crafts transposed onto a modest example 
of an Edwardian house.  
 
 
CRITERION E: Importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics (aesthetic 
significance). 
 
Aesthetically 59 Pakington Street Kew is significant as an innovative example of a small 
Edwardian house with a picturesque composition and fine timber details. Particular 
features include the front verandah and the porch framed by heavy timber posts and 
brackets that are borrowed from the Arts and Crafts architectural vocabulary. Brackets also 
support the extended eaves line. The three roughcast chimneys set at a diagonal to the 
house, each surmounted by an elegant and simple terra-cotta chimney pot are significant 
features. Timber weatherboards are unusually bevel-cut to resemble shingles within the 
gable ends. Other features more typical of the Edwardian period include the window and 
door joinery of the front door. Aesthetically 59 Pakington Street is significant as a modest 
Edwardian house with some fine Arts and Crafts features that set it apart from many others 
of the same period and style.  
 
CRITERION F: Importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement at a particular period (technical significance). 
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NA 
 
CRITERION G: Strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group 
for social, cultural or spiritual reasons. This includes the significance of a place to 
Indigenous peoples as part of their continuing and developing cultural traditions (social 
significance). 
 
NA 
 
CRITERION H: Special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, 
of importance in the City of Boroondara's history (associative significance). 
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Statement of Significance 
 
What is Significant? 
The Edwardian house with Arts and Crafts features at 59 Pakington Street Kew, built for 
Captain A.N. Guthrie, of the Australian Coastal Service, in 1914 is significant. 
 
How is it significant? 
59 Pakington Street is of local aesthetic and architectural significance to the City of 
Boroondara. 
 
Why is it significant? 
59 Pakington Street is a particularly lively adaptation of an Edwardian house with 
picturesque massing, the lower pitched roof of a bungalow and the characteristic timber 
and roughcast stucco walls. The Arts and Crafts overtones are illustrated by the diagonally 
oriented chimneys with pebbledash finish, the two porches with large section timber posts 
and brackets and the unusual finish to the shingles. As a house of 1914, it illustrates an 
early and successful combination of the Arts and Crafts transposed onto a modest example 
of an Edwardian house. (Criterion D)  
 
Aesthetically 59 Pakington Street Kew is significant as an innovative example of a small 
Edwardian house with a picturesque composition and fine timber details. Particular 
features include the front verandah and the porch framed by heavy timber posts and 
brackets that are borrowed from the Arts and Crafts architectural vocabulary. Brackets also 
support the extended eaves line. The three roughcast chimneys set at a diagonal to the 
house, each surmounted by an elegant and simple terra-cotta chimney pot are significant 
features. Timber weatherboards are unusually bevel-cut to resemble shingles within the 
gable ends. Other features more typical of the Edwardian period include the window and 
door joinery of the front door. Aesthetically 59 Pakington Street is significant as a modest 
Edwardian house with some fine Arts and Crafts features that set it apart from many others 
of the same period and style. (Criterion E) 
 
Grading and Recommendations 
 
Recommended for inclusion in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay of the Boroondara 
Planning Scheme as an individually Significant place. 
 
Recommendations for the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay (Clause 43.01) in the 
Boroondara Planning Scheme: 
 
External Paint Colours  
Is a permit required to paint an already painted surface? No 

Internal Alteration Controls  
Is a permit required for internal alterations? No 

Tree Controls  
Is a permit required to remove a tree? No 

Victorian Heritage Register 
Is the place included on the Victorian Heritage Register? No 

Incorporated Plan  
Does an Incorporated Plan apply to the site? No 

Outbuildings and fences exemptions  
Are there outbuildings and fences which are not exempt from 
notice and review? 

No 

Prohibited uses may be permitted  
Can a permit be granted to use the place for a use which would 
otherwise be prohibited? 

No 
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Aboriginal Heritage Place 
Is the place an Aboriginal heritage place which is subject to the 
requirements of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006? 

No 

 
 
Identified By 
Context Pty Ltd 
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Kew Primary School No. 1075  
 
Prepared by: Context Pty Ltd 

 

Address:  20 Peel Street, Kew 
Name: Kew Primary School No. 1075 Survey Date: August 2017 

Place Type: Community Architect: Public Works 
Department 

Grading: Significant Builder:  

Extent of Overlay: To title boundaries Construction Date: 1910, 
1923 
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Historical Context 
The first survey of the Kew area was by government surveyor Robert Hoddle, who divided 
the 1400 acres (570 hectares), the Parish of Boroondara, into 150 blocks of different sizes 
in 1837 (Morrissey 2008). Kew was divided into large allotments to encourage the 
establishment of small farms and market gardens to supply the growing settlement of 
Melbourne. These larger allotments meant that future subdivision proceeded in a 
piecemeal way (Sanderson 1988:4/2). 
 
The first houses in Kew were built in the 1850s around the area now known as the Kew 
Junction. During the gold rushes of the 1850s, speculation on land purchases increased 
and the region experienced rapid expansion. As Jane Carolan writes, Kew became a 
'suburb of British expatriates who built their homes and gardens to replicate those left 
behind.' Many of the villas and mansions were built to overlook the city of Melbourne and 
were set in acres of land (Carolan 2003:3). 
 
The township areas at the centre of the new suburb, known as the Village of Kew, was 
virtually contemporaneous with its counterpart at Hawthorn, it otherwise represented a 
marked contrast in that it was much larger, and constituted a private speculation rather 
than a government initiative. Originally known as the Kew Estate, it was laid out on Portion 
87, a 122-acre (49 hectare) block bounded by present-day High Street, Princess Street, 
Derby Street and Eglinton Street. The land was purchased on 16 October 1851 by Nicholas 
Fenwick – once described as the first true speculator in Kew – who promptly engaged 
architect George Wharton to survey it as a township. Reportedly inspired by Robert 
Hoddle's 1837 plan for central Melbourne, Wharton proposed a series of alternating wide 
and narrow thoroughfares. These were named after prominent British statesmen (viz 
Walpole, Pakington and Derby), with the alternating narrow streets – again following 
Hoddle's precedent – adopting identical names, but with the prefix “Little”. The new 
township was subdivided thence into half-acre blocks, which were sold for £25 each. Over 
the next few decades, other denominations followed the lead of the Congregationalists, 
and the area defined by the Village of Kew became the preferred location for new churches, 
including one for the Church of England on the corner of Pakington and High streets (1861) 
and another for the Roman Catholics on Walpole Street (1875). Other community-oriented 
buildings were also established within the boundaries of the village, including an 
Athenaeum Hall and Library in Walpole Street (1860). The Denominational School (now 
the site of Kew Primary School) was established in 1856 (Built Heritage 2012:46-47). 
 
The history of education in Boroondara follows a pattern comparable to many other 
suburbs in the metropolitan area. Early schools in the Port Phillip District were not subject 
to government administration until 1848, when two discrete bodies were formed – the 
Board of National Education and the Denominational Schools Board – which respectively 
oversaw (and funded) the secular “National Schools” and any equivalent schools 
established by local churches. These two school boards operated in parallel until 1862, 
when legislation was passed to combine their functions into a single entity, the Board of 
Education, which ensured consistency in the establishment, funding and maintenance of 
public schools in Victoria. From 1862, two types of public schools operated in Victoria – 
Common Schools that were fully funded by the government and by local councils, and the 
Rural Schools, where funding was provided only for the teacher's salary. A decade later, 
Victoria's school system was reconfigured for the third time with the passing of the 
Education Act 1872, which ushered in a new era of free, compulsory and secular education 
(Built Heritage 2012:175). 
 
History 
Officially established in 1871, State School No. 1075 was result of amalgamation of two 
schools, No. 346 and No. 356, both of which were located on the west side of Peel Street.  
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The first school in Kew was originally a denominational school known as the Church of 
England School No. 346. It was established by the Church of England on 1 April 1856 
(Education Department of Victoria:294). A building was erected on a land granted by 
Nicholas Alexander Fenwick, who is considered to be the founder of Kew (Rogers: 106).  
 
A few years later, State School No. 356, known as the Kew Combined School, was 
established by the Independent Church (or Combined Protestant Churches) on 1 July 1859 
(EDV:295), and was carried on with the aid of a Government grant. The classes were held 
in a Congregational Chapel, which was the first church in Kew (Rogers:107). 
 
With appointment of its third headmaster, John Gladstone, school No. 356 became popular 
among parents in Kew and surrounds, attracting students from Hawthorn and other areas 
even though other schools were established at that time at Camberwell and Hawthorn 
(Rogers:107). By the half year ending June 1864, the attendance at School No. 356 was 
98, exceeding No. 346’s attendance of 89 (Rogers:107). 
 
With the ongoing growth of Kew and increasing attendance numbers, in 1871 the 
committee of school No. 356 purchased a new site on the opposite side of Peel Street, 
which forms part of present site of Kew Primary School. The money was gathered from 
subscriptions from residents and a government subsidy. The relocation was carried out in 
hopes of establishing an independent school building, because the school was often 
considered as part of the Combined Church, although entirely unconnected with any 
denomination, on the account of it being housed on church property (South Bourke 
Standard 5 May 1871:2).  
 
The foundation stone was laid on 29 April 1871 and the building opened as a new State 
School No.1075 in November same year (South Bourke Standard 5 May 1871:2; 
EDV:295). Soon after the Education Act of 1872 was enacted and free compulsory 
education was to be provided by the State Government (Barnard 1910:99). 
 
Amalgamation of No. 356 and No.346 occurred in 1875, with J Gladstone remaining as 
headmaster. Gladstone retained his position until 1883 when he was appointed 
headmaster of the Central State School in Manningham Road, Hawthorn (Barnard 
1910:99). 
 
In 1882, another building was erected on the site, as the Government invited tenderers for 
the erection of a brick building for State School No. 1075 (Emerald Hill Record 31 March 
1882:2). This was probably erected facing Peel Street, as later site plans depicted a brick 
structure to the east of the 1871 building, on the west side of the site (PROV: VPRS 
3686/P6, U850).  
 
These earliest buildings erected on the current site are now demolished, being replaced 
with the main building built in 1923, though part of the wall of the 1882 building was 
incorporated into the north-west corner of the new structure. 
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Figure 1. Site plan drawn in 1909 for the construction of Infants School. It shows the footprints of 
the two early brick buildings (in pink) along Peel Street. The built dates have been added. (Source: 
PROV) 
 
In the current school ground, the oldest surviving buildings are the Infant School (1910), a 
shelter shed (1929), and new main building (1923), which replaced the abovementioned 
1871 & 1882 buildings.  
 
The nineteenth century buildings were considered outdated by the turn of the century, even 
though several additions had been made. Around 1909, average attendance reached 500, 
and the Education Department approved the erection of a new Infant School, or Junior 
School (Barnard 1910:99).  
 
The Fink Commission (1899) had recommended independent infants schools. These did 
not ensue, but the first detached infants school building was built in Essendon in 1901. 
This was the prototype for a group of symmetrical gable-roofed infants buildings which 
featured a central pavilion hall with classrooms clustered around, and prominent roof 
ventilators consisting of shafts with conical caps. Such ventilators became standard design 
practice for Public Works Department schools, and from 1899 until around 1923 every new 
school was provided with them. Some 53 detached infant school buildings were built 
between 1901 and 1939 (VHR citation for H1321 Infant Building, Moonee Ponds West 
Primary School). 
 
Designed in 1909 by the Public Works Department under supervising architect, George 
William Watson, the Kew Infant School became a prototype for the infant school at 
Footscray Primary School. With some modifications in the classroom floors and 
furnishings, the particular form, floor plan and ornamental details used at the Infant School 
at Kew became a standardised design repeated at other schools built between 1911 and 
1914 (Burchell 1999:41). 
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George William Watson (1850-1915) 
Born and educated in England, George Watson entered the Department soon after his 
arrival in the colony on 26 October 1872. He was an Associate of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects for twenty-one years and also the representative of the Society of 
Architects (London) in Australia. He designed and carried out many large and important 
government buildings including, the Sunbury Lunatic Asylum, the Public Buildings and Law 
Courts in Sandhurst (Bendigo), the Female Prison at Pentridge, as well as many schools, 
court houses and police buildings in metropolitan Melbourne and country Victoria. Watson 
was chief Public Works architect between the years 1910-1915, and died on 26 July 1915 
(VHR citation for Moonee Ponds West Primary School). 
 
The Kew Infant School and later standardised design included: 
  

…six classrooms, including one double, on three sides of a 57feet 1 ½ inches by 
28 feet hall and a long cloak and lavatory area between two entrances on the fourth 
side. Windows on this interior wall were meant to five some borrowed light for the 
hall but really served as a display for subsidiary leadlights. The main purpose of 
the remaining lower glass was to allow incidental supervision of the classrooms. 
There was a third external entrance via a short eight-feet-wide corridor but no 
exterior doors to any of the classrooms (in many cases these have been added in 
later years) (Burchell 1999:41). 

 
 

 
Figure 2. Front (North) elevation of Infants School 
(Source: VPRS03686P0006 UNIT000851). 

 
Figure 3. East elevation (Source: 
VPRS03686P0006 UNIT000852). 

 
Figure 4. South elevation (Source: VPRS03686P0006 
UNIT000852). 

 
Figure 5. West elevation (Source: 
VPRS03686P0006 UNIT000852).  

 
The foundation stone was laid on 8 April 1910 on the east end of the school grounds 
fronting Pakington Street. The original plan for the new building was to accommodate 300 
children in six classrooms, each measuring 26 feet by 24 feet, but the completed building 
consisted of four classrooms and a large infants’ room that could be divided with an 
accordion screen. The actual building cost was £4,000, £200 more than the original 
estimate. Much thought was put into providing proper hygienic and modern equipment (Age 
6 April 1910:13). The Reporter of 16 December 1910 introduced the new building as 
follows: 
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The new school, which occupies a splendid position in the highest part of Pakington 
Street, is a handsome addition to the public buildings of Kew. It is constructed of 
red brick, with cement facings and tiled roof. The foundation stone was laid on April 
8 last by the Hon. A Billson MLA, minister of education. The building, which 
embraces all the latest improvements devised for Victorian state schools, consist 
of a central assembly hall about 50 by 25 feet, lighted with stained glass windows, 
with wooden open work ceiling. (Reporter 16 December 1910:4) 

 

 
Figure 6. Floor plan (Source: VPRS03686P0006 UNIT000851). 
 
 
During the opening ceremony of the infant school, a Union Jack flag with the name of ‘the 
King’s School, Kew, England’ was presented by students of a sister school in Kew, 
England. The flag was stored in a casket in the school office, but it was unfortunately lost 
in a fire in the school office in the 1950s (KPS n.d.).  
 

 
Figure 7. The flag presented by King’s School, Kew, England (Source: Leader 24 December 
1910:29). 
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Figure 8. New Infant School upon its completion (Source: Leader 24 December 1910:29). 

 
While this new Infant School relieved the issues of overcrowding, it did not provide any 
effective solution for the obsolete conditions of the old school buildings in Peel Street. After 
five years of waiting and petitioning, in 1923, the School Committee won Government 
funding for a new building. The new block was to be constructed at a cost of £13,800, with 
sixteen classrooms that could accommodate 800 students. The design of the 1923 school 
was supervised by E Evans Smith, who was Chief Architect of the Public Works 
Department at that time. The foundation stone was laid by Sir William McPherson on 19 
December 1923. The mayor Cr. J H Woolcock was also present at the ceremony, who 
expressed satisfaction that “hammering away” of the old building was finally accomplished 
(Age 20 December 1923:10).  
 
Edwin Evan Smith (1870-1965) oversaw the Victorian Public Works Department (PWD) as 
chief architect from 1922 until 1929.  Having prior experience in various PWD offices at 
state (Queensland from 1898) and Commonwealth level, his career at the Commonwealth 
Department of Public Works (CDW) saw him work across multiple cities including 
Melbourne (1912-1915), Sydney (1915-1917) and Brisbane (1917-1920) where he 
eventually assumed the mantle of Queensland state works director for the CDW (1920-
22).  Assuming the position of Chief Architect of the Victorian PWD in 1922, Smith realised 
an array of projects generally executed in the restrained revivalist styles until his 
resignation in 1929.  Ranging from elegant executions in Greek Revival and Tudor Gothic 
to functionalist examples with Classical and Art Deco accentuations, his work received 
praise from the Royal Victorian Institute of Architects (RVIA) which awarded the 1930 RVIA 
Street Architecture Medal to his celebrated Emily McPherson College of Domestic 
Economy, completed in 1926.  Following his resignation from the Victorian PWD in 1929, 
Smith went to the equivalent position at the NSW PWD which he held until his retirement 
in 1935 (Willis 2012:635). 
 
On the wall of this 1923 main building are the school’s ANZAC memorials. In 1919, an 
honour roll of 268 students who served in the World War I was compiled as a book (Age 
24 October 1919:4). After the completion of the building, the Honour book was set in a 
wood and glass box that is fixed on the brick wall. An inscribed memorial stone was also 
put below the box. 
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Figure 9. The Honour roll and memorial stone (Source: KPR 2015a) 

Through the years, the school facilities have been occasionally upgraded. The Infant 
School had minor alterations in 1923, at the time of the construction of the new main 
building, and again in 1956. While these early alterations affected internal facilities, the 
external features and room organisation had been retained throughout the 1950s (PROV: 
VPRS 3686/P7, U452). 
 
The 1923 main school block, on the other hand, underwent a change to its front elevation. 
The original plans and a 1962 photograph show the original façade with a front porch 
between projecting wings on either side. It has been now covered with a single-storey 
extension. 

 
Figure 10. The original floorplan of the 1923 building (Source: PROV). 
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Figure 11. Pupils and staff of Kew State School outside front of building, 1962 (Source: SLV). 

 

 
Figure 12. Current aerial showing the extension (Source: Nearmap). 

 
More changes occurred to the school ground. In August 1929, tenders were invited for new 
outer offices and fencing (Age 30 August 1929:16). According to the site plan produced 
this time, there were three shelter sheds in the school ground, and two of these were 
removed to the northern campus boundary, and one demolished, to provide open space 
for the playground (PROV: VPRS 3686/P6, U849). The current shelter shed near the 
southeast end of the main block was added as a girls’ shelter this time. The timberwork of 
this 1920s shelter shed influenced the later shed in the centre of grounds, which is a much 
recent addition built with a funding from the school parents in 1993. The structure of new 
shed was designed by conservation architect Nigel Lewis, who prepared a harmonious 
design that blends in with the early 20th century development of the school campus. On the 
top of the shed is a tall weather vane designed by third grader Bonnie Savage, who was 
the winner of the student design competition in 1991 (KPS b2015).  
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Later the school grounds were extended into the land previously known as Nos. 1 and 3 
Pakington Street. The properties were purchased by the school, followed by a substantial 
upgrading of recreational facilities and the oval (KPS n.d.). The Library Wing with the 
school’s canteen was later developed in 1981. In 1997, a lift was installed in the main 
building for serving students with special needs (KPS n.d.). A Caretaker’s Cottage 
constructed in 1929 at the northwest corner of the site was demolished to create a car 
park.  
 
Description & Integrity 
The current Kew Primary School No. 1075 is situated between Peel and Pakington streets, 
just north of High Street. The Infant School opened in 1910 is located on the west side of 
Pakington Street near the northern boundary of the site. The Main building from 1923 is on 
the east side of Peel Street, with its original façade being the Peel Street elevation. The 
shelter shed built in 1929 stands near the southeast corner of the main building. 
 
The Infant School (1910) is a single storey brick building with a complex roof form. Being 
the first example of its kind, it represents the model form and details repeated in 11 other 
examples across Victoria. The Kew Primary Infant School is characterised by the use of 
medieval jerkin-head roof forms, red face brick walls, cream brickwork in the belt course, 
continuous light-coloured cement lintels, round metal vents on the ridge lines, and a 
ventilation turret topped with cupola. The utilitarian metal ridge vents and the roughcast 
caps to the brick chimneys reflect common Edwardian-era influences. 
 

 
Figure 13. Kew Infants School viewed from the south-east. (Source: Context, 2017) 
 
The overall design of the Infant School is very picturesque, expressed with the German-
inspired jerkin-head roofs, which have been broken up in parts to create more visually 
interesting, complex rooflines. Beneath the eaves in each elevation are projecting beam 
ends finished with a decorative ovolo profile. The terracotta tiled roof is a replacement 
sympathetic to the original design. There is no formal symmetry, with the massing being 
different from one side to the other.  
 
The front (north) elevation has a higher central gable roof with a pair of cupolas on the 
ridge. The ventilation turrets with cupolas are supported by turned timber posts. The eaves 
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