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What is significant?

The former Withers House at 32 Corby Street, Balwyn North, is an elevated single-storey
modernist house of beige-coloured modular concrete brick, with a flat roof, broad eaves with
exposed beams and an asymmetrical triple-fronted street facade that incorporates a concrete slab
balcony with full-height windows and metal balustrade, and a large sub-floor parking area with
space for three vehicles. Commissioned in 1962 by transport company proprietor Percy Withers
and his wife Gwen, the house was designed and built by Alistair Knox Pty Ltd (who was retained
to undertake two minor phases of follow-up work in 1963-64).

The significant fabric is defined at the exterior of the entire house, including the matching concrete
brick retaining walls and planter boxes, metal balcony stairs, the concrete steps to the driveway,
the low stone retaining wall running north-south to the street, and the matching brick letterbox.

How is it significant?

The former Withers House is of aesthetic and associative significance to the City of Boroondara.

Why is it significant?

Aesthetically, the house is significant as an excellent example of a house in the so-called ‘mature
modern’ style that emerged in Melbourne in the early 1960s, characterised by simple but elegant
articulation of planar masonry walls, broad-eaved flat roofs and full-height and/or horizontal

strip windows. With its stark walls of beige-coloured modular concrete brickwork (at the time, a
fairly new material), exposed timber beams and asymmetrical facade hovering over an atypically
large sub-floor triple garage, it is a particularly sophisticated expression of this idiom. Virtually
unaltered since the designer undertook further works in 1963-64, this uncommonly intact house
remains potently evocative of its era, enhanced by the retention of some contemporaneous hard
landscaping elements such as steps, retaining walls, and a matching letterbox (Criterion E)
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The house is significant for associations with the eminent and prolific designer Alistair Knox, for
whom it represented his first individual residential commission in what is now the City of
Boroondara. While Knox went on to design more than a dozen other houses in the municipality
over the next two decades (most of which were also located in Balwyn and Balwyn North), the
former Withers House stands out as the only one associated with the middle phase of his career,
from ¢.1955 to ¢.1964, when he embraced conventional building materials and a mainstream
modernist idiom to produce modular dwellings of simple but elegant design. (Criterion H)

Primary source

[Former] Withers House 32 Corby Street, Balwyn North Heritage Assessment (Built Heritage, 14
July 2021)
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