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1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Camberwell Sports Ground (C.S.G.) is a premium sporting facility within central
Camberwell, which services a large community. This Master Plan identifies that the
grounds existing facilities have become ‘run down’ in appearance due to a lack of
planning, co‐ordination, and maintenance and through the presence of out‐dated
facilities.
To remediate this situation EDAW was commissioned to undertake Master Planning for
Camberwell Sports Ground.
The planning process was undertaken in consultation with officers from The City of
Boroondara, the Camberwell Sports Ground Working Group (comprising members of the
sports clubs and the surrounding community) and through community consultation.
A Final Master Plan was developed by EDAW and presented to the Working Group. This
plan was subsequently amended before seeking comments from the local community.
This Master Plan addresses various issues including diversification of usage, pedestrian
and vehicular circulation, upgrading of the playing surface and the cost associated with
the sports ground’s ongoing development.
The main recommendations of the Master Plan relate to:








Rationalise and beautify each of the entrances
Upgrade of the oval
To develop a new path network
The extension and upgrade of parking facilities
A planting strategy
Use of facilities by the general public
Edge/boundary treatments

This Master Plan was developed through extensive public consultation and was in
principle supported by the Working Group and the majority of community respondents.
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2 INTRODUCTION
2.1 BACKGROUND
In October 1997, the City of Boroondara commenced the development of a Master Plan
for Camberwell Sports Ground.
EDAW (Aust) Pty Ltd was engaged by the City of Boroondara to assist with this Master
Plan development and to provide additional landscape, environmental management,
technical and design advice and services.

2.2 BRIEF
A brief was prepared for the Master Plan process based on ‘Key Issues’ identified in the
Open Space Strategy (1996). These issues were as follows,
 The sports ground has an obvious lack of toilet, picnic and B.B.Q. facilities
 The area is composed of a high proportion of sports influenced open space and
has a limited diversity of recreation opportunity.
 There are significant opportunities to reinforce and connect fauna corridors
through the sensitive development of the ground as an open space resource.
To address these issues the following design strategies were adopted:
 Improve the attractiveness and amenity of open space with basic facilities.
 Improve the distribution of seating, picnic and barbecue facilities.
 Diversify leisure opportunities within the highly sports orientated area by
additional landscape development around the periphery of the sports grounds.
 Reinforce the fauna corridor potential through the design of new areas and in
the maintenance of existing areas.
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2.3 PUBLIC CONSULTATION AND THE DESIGN PROCESS
The planning process for Camberwell Sports Ground was undertaken in consultation with
officers from the City of Boroondara and a Working Group comprising members of the
sports clubs and the surrounding community.
For each stage of the Master Planning process, questionnaires and plans were developed
by the consultants and presented to the Working Group for review. These plans and
questionnaires were then distributed to in excess of 2,300 households contained within a
500‐metre radius around the sports ground.
The community was asked to provide comment on the proposals to enable review by the
Council and the consultants. This was achieved through the use of a community
questionnaire, which forms an attachment to this report. Results of this questionnaire
were collated and presented to the Working Group for discussion purposes.
The Master Plan was then revised to accommodate comments made after the
presentation of the Master Plan. Subsequently this report, summarising all the Master
Plan issues and proposals, was compiled.
This report is to be presented to Council for final approval and adoption of the Master
Plan.
SITE ANALYSIS

PUBLIC CONSULTATION

CONCEPT PLANS / OPTIONS

SELECTION OF PREFERRED OPTION BY WORKING GROUP

MASTER PLAN

PUBLIC CONSULTATION

AMENDMENTS

MASTER PLAN
2.3.1.1.1

Figure 1. The Master Planning Process
Page 6

CAMBERWELL SPORTS GROUND: CONCEPT MASTER PLAN

2.4 STUDY AREA
Camberwell Sports Ground is located in central Camberwell and is bounded by
Camberwell Road, Trumper and Bowen Streets. A residential area facing onto Rowell
Avenue shares the Western boundary.
The cricket/football oval takes up 70% of the northern portion of the site while both the
tennis and Bowls clubs take up the southern remainder facing onto Trumper Street from
where they are also accessed. The cricket/football, service and parking facilities for the
main grandstand are accessed from Camberwell Road with secondary access for
maintenance and access to the visitor’s stand from Trumper Street. Access to the tennis
club can be gained from this access point via gates at the back of the tennis courts.
The northwestern wedge of land between the Camberwell Sports Ground, Seymour
Parade and the right of way from Rowell Avenue is not part of Camberwell Sports Ground.
However, Council does own these properties. This land was considered in the
redevelopment options identified for the sports ground as it is directly connected to the
site and should be considered from a strategic planning perspective.
This report recommends that Council initiate further detailed strategic investigations
regarding the future use of this land given it’s significant location within Camberwell’s
Civic precinct.

2.4.1.1.1

Figure 2. Camberwell Sports Ground – Location Plan
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3 THE MASTER PLAN
3.1 INTRODUCTION
The Master Plan approach utilised for this project involved:





Assessment of the existing situation;
Identification of opportunities and constraints;
Development of options;
Drawing up of a Master Plan

For the purposes of this report and the ease of interpretation, the above aspects have
been integrated to read together for the various issues. The planning and design issues
that were addressed are:












Integration
Utilisation
Vehicular Circulation
Pedestrian Circulation
General Landscape
Maintenance Facilities
Recreation Facilities
Sport Facilities
Tennis
Bowls
Cricket/ Footy

For each of these issues there is a description or problem statement that describes the
existing conditions and any problems/opportunities associated with the issue. The Master
Plan proposals set out the general design principle to be applied while the action list
identifies the detail solutions that can be implemented to provide a design solution.
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3.2 INTEGRATION
3.2.1 Context/Setting
Description
Problem
statement

Master Plan
Proposal

The C.S.G. is visually closed off from the surrounding areas by paling
fences, hedges and walls used to control access in the past.
Years ago, there was a charge to enter the ground, so fences/hedges
were required to obscure views into the Sports Ground. There are no
longer entry charges so these are no longer required.

DESIGN PRINCIPLE:

ACTION:

Improve visual linkages between
residential areas and Sports Ground
and re‐configure entrances to
appear more accessible.

Investigate making good/safe
existing ticket boxes as a
reference to the site’s heritage.
Encourage access to the sports
ground by creating access points
through fence lines where
appropriate.
Increase visibility into the sports
ground from adjacent streets.
Refer to sections regarding
entrances, fencing and planting.
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3.3 UTILISATION
3.3.1 General Utilisation
Description
Problem
statement

Currently the spots ground acts primarily as a high quality sports
ground. There is very low usage of the sports ground by the public for
informal recreation (passive or active).
At present, local residents prefer to travel in order to gain the passive
and family open space activities they require.
The facility is under utilised by the general community. Younger
generation coming through may have different needs to the sports
ground’s current use.
Council needs to be cognisant of the younger generation’s
requirements.

Master Plan
Proposal

DESIGN PRINCIPLE:

ACTION:

Improve aesthetics and facilities
to become a centre to service
the broad community for
sporting and non‐sporting
purposes.

Install additional passive recreation
facilities through the incorporation of
improved pathways, seating, BBQ’s,
shade/specimen tree planting and a
small playground for junior and
senior children’s usage.
Retain and improve existing visitor/
spectator facilities.

Maintain C.S.G. as Boroondara’s
premier sporting ground with
the provision for more
diversified activities for all age
groups.

Ensure the development of the active
recreation aspects of the sports
ground do not exclude use by the
broader community.
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3.3.2 Sports Utilisation
Description

The C.S.G. comprises Football/Cricket, Tennis and Bowls facilities.

Problem
statement

It is a priority for the Sports Ground to retain its status as the Premier
Sports Ground in the City of Boroondara. To do so it is important that
the C.S.G. offers a variety of facilities to its members and visitors.
To optimise public utilisation, facilities need to be shared and operate
successfully as visual elements within the broader park landscape. The
emphasis of the facility should be that of a “sports park”. Therefore
facilities need to operate together both physically and in terms of
operation and management.

Master Plan
Proposal

DESIGN PRINCIPLE:

ACTION:

Better integrate various
sports facilities, visually and
functionally

Upgrade all entrances to the Sports
Ground and improve boundary fences to
provide for improved access into the
Ground and a coordinated fencing theme.
Upgrade the interfaces between facilities
to be more transparent yet attractive, i.e.
upgrade backyard appearance of
clubhouses.
Public amenities such as the pavilions,
toilets, pathways and the proposed
playground are to be available for joint
(shared) use by the various sporting clubs
and the public.
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3.4 VEHICULAR CIRCULATION
3.4.1 Circulation
Description
Problem
statement

Traffic on Bowen Street has been identified by the community as
an issue that requires addressing. The speed of traffic appears to
be too fast and may create safety problems.
The Trumper Street surface is in need of upgrading.
Consideration should be given to emergency vehicle access into
and around the ground as the fire brigade had problems of access
when there was a fire in the grand stand.
There are problems associated with access to the eastern end due
to the high bluestone wall and hedge and the entrance gate being
a controlled entrance point in an area lacking good visibility
creating an ‘unsafe’ entrance feeling.

Master Plan
Proposal

DESIGN PRINCIPLE:

ACTION:

Improve vehicular access and
circulation to the C.S.G. for both
parking and emergency vehicles

Conduct traffic surveys to
determine the need for
streetscape improvements and
traffic controls on Bowen Street
and Trumper Street.
Improve vehicular access from
Camberwell Road by widening
entrance. (New entrance to
facilitate improved access for
maintenance vehicles to the
oval). Refer to View A.
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3.4.2 Entrances
Description
Problem
statement

Three entrances exist off Camberwell Road, One for parking
(services grandstand) and two are used for access to the oval. One
of these is situated adjacent to the parking entrance.
The entrance to Visitor Stand from Trumper St looks like a
maintenance access and terminates in an informal parking
arrangement. Entrances to Tennis and Bowls Clubs are directly from
Trumper Street with an alternative back access to the tennis courts
from the pathway along the rear of the courts.

Master Plan
Proposal

DESIGN PRINCIPLE:

ACTION:

Create improved main
entrance area of Camberwell
Road at Pavilion end. Open
up and renovate the
vehicular entrances to allow
for improved access,
aesthetics and viewing for
security.

Camberwell Entrance:
Remove maintenance entrance
adjacent to the bus shelter. Combine
remaining entrances to parking and
the oval.
Prune up two large entrance trees,
resurface entrance way and provide
new asphalt surface to car park area.
Provide new signage at entrances.
Install removable bollards at
pedestrian/maintenance entry.
Trumper Street Entrance:
Transform the existing Trumper
Street entrance road into a shared
pedestrian/ maintenance/emergency
vehicle access entrance.
Remove car park at the rear of the
visitor’s stand and install a new
asphalt pathway. Maintain
maintenance vehicular access to oval
and Visitor Pavilion. Provide a suitably
located and presentable maintenance
storage area for stockpiling materials,
which is not immediately apparent to
the public.
Replace fences and gates at the
entrance with public “friendly”
structures. Install removable bollards
in place of gate.
Link the Trumper Street entrance into
the sports grounds path network
through appropriate connections as
illustrated on the Master Plan.

Page 13

CAMBERWELL SPORTS GROUND: CONCEPT MASTER PLAN

3.4.3 Parking
Description
Problem
statement

Parking is currently inadequate for the C.S.G. and needs to be
reviewed to take into account the number of players & parents
who require to park during Tuesday & Thursday practice sessions
and weekend match days.
Parking in Trumper and Bowen Street is often inadequate and
creates conflict with traffic, particularly during weekend match
days. There is currently no tree planting to provide shade for
parked cars.
Club has lost patrons because they can’t park

Master Plan
Proposal

DESIGN PRINCIPLE:

ACTION:

C.S.G. Parking

Enlarge and improve efficiency
of the car park adjacent the
main Grandstand off
Camberwell Road. Asphalt car
park surface and line mark car
spaces to formalise parking bays
and maximise use of available
space.

Upgrade car‐parking facilities
adjacent to the main pavilion
and explore mid to long term
options for car parking and open
space expansion into the
Council owned property in the
Northwest corner of the site.

Install improved signage to the
front entrance to include
information on available parking
elsewhere.
Investigate the possibility of the
provision of a new parking area
on the adjacent Council owned
property to accommodate
overflow parking during peak
periods. Ensure that any design
reflects the site’s context within
the broader area and it’s
importance as a visual and
recreational link between the
sports ground and areas to the
west.
Utilise shrub planting to screen
parking and soften the edge of
the car park adjacent to
Camberwell Road.
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Street Parking
Investigate alternative parking
layouts along Trumper and
Bowen Street.

Investigate the viability of
improving street tree planting
to enhance Bowen/Trumper
Streetscape and provide strong
edge to park.
Bowen and Trumper Streets are
to be listed and replanted as
part of Council’s Street Tree
Replacement Program.
Refer to 3.4.3 Roads.
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3.4.4 Roads
Description
Problem
statement

Master Plan
Proposal

Bowen Street is sparsely populated with street trees and does not
make the most efficient use of its parking bays.
The north side of Trumper Street has a poor surface and is of an
unsuitable width to accommodate parking bays as constructed in
Bowen Street.

DESIGN PRINCIPLE:

ACTION:

Upgrade Bowen Street and
rationalize parking.

Provide additional planting beds
along Bowen street and install
new Plane Trees to match the
existing streetscape. (To be
conducted as part of Council’s
Street Tree Replacement
Program).
Line mark existing parking bay
areas to improve the efficiency
of parking.
Provide signage indicating
where alternative parking is
available.

Upgrade Trumper Street and
rationalize parking.

Resurface or repair existing
Trumper Street road surface to
an acceptable standard
(Prioritise under Council’s
Pavement Management
Strategy).
Install new concrete footpath
along the north side of Trumper
Street to allow for pedestrian
access to car parking.
Line mark parallel parking
spaces along the northern side
of Trumper Street to rationalize
efficiency of existing parking on
the street.
Install new street trees into
planting bays between car
parking to match existing
species. (To be conducted as
part of Council’s Street Tree
Replacement Program).
Provide signage indicating
where alternative parking is
available.
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3.5 PEDESTRIAN MOVEMENT
3.5.1 Entrances and approaches
Description
Problem
statement

There are currently 4 pedestrian entrances to the Football/Cricket
facilities, two off Camberwell Road and one off both Bowen and
Trumper Streets. The entrance off Bowen street is also used to
access the Tennis Club.
Tennis and Bowls also have separate entrances from Trumper
streets. The existing entrances are uninviting and fortress like,
giving clear impression of controlled access, not accessible to the
general public.

Master Plan
Proposal

DESIGN PRINCIPLE:

ACTION:

Open up and renovate the
pedestrian entrances to allow
for improved access,
aesthetics and viewing for
security.

Camberwell Road:
Make good/safe the existing ticket
boxes along Camberwell Road.
Create path entry point adjacent to
the cricket practice net and midway
along Bowen Street as illustrated
on the Master Plan. The pedestrian
path is to follow the existing
footpath near the corner of
Camberwell and Bowen Streets.
Bowen St:
Widen the existing entrance and
pathway to a minimum 2.0m wide
bluestone edged asphalt path.
Reshape the existing earth
mounding adjacent to the Bowen
Street entrance and access path to
improve visibility into\out of the
sports ground and to reduce the
feeling of enclosure. Ensure
existing mature trees are protected
Replant with mature shade trees
and add signage to accentuate the
secondary entrance.
Trumper St:
Replace the existing hedge and
boundary planting along the Bowls
and Tennis Club fence line with
ornamental low hedging plants and
ground covers.
Screen plant along tennis court
fence line and incorporate
ornamental trees to provide leafy
walkway entrance into ground.
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3.5.2 Access
Description
Problem
statement

Master Plan
Proposal

Camberwell and Bowen Roads are wide with good traffic flow but
area limited parking areas.
Trumper Street is narrow and easily congested during weekend
matches. Pedestrians utilise Trumper Street to walk along, as no
footpath exists in the road reserve. This adds to problems with
safety and congestion.

DESIGN PRINCIPLE

ACTION

Upgrade the Trumper street
nature strips and sidewalk

Install a new footpath on the
Trumper Street sidewalk to
provide pedestrian access along
Trumper Street.
Install additional shade trees in
the nature strip.
Line mark parallel parking bays
along the north side of Trumper
Street to improve parking
efficiency as per 3.4.4 above.
Include screen planting along
Tennis Club fence and informal
drifts of trees. Refer to View E.
Retain the existing asphalt
surface to the Trumper Street
entry road as a pedestrian and
service vehicle access route.
Ensure that a suitable design is
developed for the termination
of the access road behind the
visitors stand. Minimise the use
of hard surfaced areas to soften
the appearance of the
landscape.
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3.5.3 Pathways
Description

Paths are required to provide a logical passage around the ground

Problem
statement

Bowls and Tennis could be linked with a path

Master Plan
Proposal

DESIGN PRINCIPLE

ACTION

Creating a path system that
encircles the oval and connects
the various entrances and
facilities of the Sports Ground

Install a 2.0m wide bluestone‐edged
asphalt perimeter path system to
improve access around the entire
ground.
Ensure that the path follows the line
as illustrated on the Master Plan.
Refer to View D.
Where possible, align the path so
that it follows the ridgeline and
minimises the need for earthworks.
Where required, construct bluestone
retaining walls along the edge of the
path, which also acts as informal
seating.
Between the Visitors Stand and the
Pavilion, install a new wider asphalt
path adjacent to the boundary fence.
Form a bluestone‐seating wall
adjacent to path where possible to
minimise the need for timber bench
seating.
Install a new Bluestone edged
asphalt path around the rear of the
practice nets. Install new bluestone
retaining wall as required.
Create improved access to the
Tennis/Bowls facility by minimising
screen planting and encouraging
through access from the adjacent
streets.
Link the existing access pathways to
the perimeter oval pathway, parking
areas and other facilities within the
sports ground to form a simple,
useable path network within the
park.
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3.6 GENERAL LANDSCAPE
3.6.1 Landscape character
Description
Problem
statement

Master Plan
Proposal

The Sports Ground’s various buildings, associated facilities, landscape
furniture, fences and planting lack a consistent character and detail
which is necessary to draw together all of the park’s elements and
create a sense of consistency across the site.

DESIGN PRINCIPLE

ACTION

Develop a strong overriding
theme and framework for
the park’s landscape and
building elements

Use an improved asphalt path system to
connect the various elements of the
sports ground and to provide access
around the perimeter of the ground.
Use a united shrub‐planting theme of
hardy native species to provide a
consistent soft landscape character
across the site.
Remove trees that are out of character
and/or break up the visual theme of the
park.
Use a consistent range of exotic shade
trees across the site and around the
perimeter of the oval to frame the sports
ground.
Use common historic materials and
colours for buildings and built elements
which reinforce the heritage
characteristic of the sports ground.
Minimise the construction of large hard‐
surfaced areas. Where required use of
bluestone and asphalt in preference to
concrete.
Provide a consistent furniture suite
across the site including new litterbins,
park benches, park seats, drinking
fountains and bollards.
Provide a consistent signage system for
each of the entry points and facilities
within the park.
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3.6.2 Landform
Description
Problem
statement

Master Plan
Proposal

Embankment at the rear of the Bowls Club is an eyesore and potential
safety issue. This embankment obscures views and creates security
problems.

DESIGN PRINCIPLE

ACTION

Reshape the embankment to
acceptable slopes;
accommodate seating and
pathways and blend into the
surrounding landform.

Trim back slopes (facing the tennis and
bowls clubs) to a maximum slope of 1:2
(low retaining walls may be required).
Accommodate a wider 2.0m pathway.
Taper the landform gradually towards
visitor grandstand to form gradual
transition.
Smooth out the ridge of the mound at
it’s highest point to improve views into
the ground and to and create even
‘horizon line’ as viewed from the
opposite side of the ground.
Retain and protect all existing mature
trees.
Reconstruct and widen the bluestone
terraces as required to provide a safe,
easily accessible and comfortable
spectating area.
Retain bluestone terraces where
practically possible to retain heritage of
the sportsground.
Stockpile bluestones for use in
constructing the perimeter path.
Irrigate grass banks on the north side of
the oval between the main entrance and
the practice nets to provide a high
quality grass surface for spectators.
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3.6.3 Vegetation/Planting
Description
Problem
statement

The C.S.G. has been planted along Bowen Street with hedges to
restrict views and access into the ground. These have grown high and
dense. The restricted views into the ground as a result of the tall
hedges are problematic for safety, security and aesthetic reasons.
Planting within the grounds is restricted to the grass surfaces and a
few scattered trees. The location of the existing trees offers little
protection or shade to spectators. The planting is scrappy and has no
structure or continuity. Very little feature planting exists.

Master Plan
Proposal

DESIGN PRINCIPLE

ACTION

Implement a planting
strategy to provide
functional and feature
planting in the site that are
complimentary to the sports
facilities and recreational
requirements.

Perimeter planting:
Replace the existing hedges with
appropriate fencing, lawn and super ‐
advanced shade trees that fringe the
property boundary.
Plant shrubs and climbers to screen
unattractive fence sporting club lines
where appropriate.
Trees:
Plant super‐advanced (approx. 5m tall)
ornamental shade trees for user amenity
around the oval to create shade, shelter
and visual improvement. Trees are not to
be installed in front of main grandstand
or where they can over‐shade the oval
Add ‘cut‐out’ tree planting breaks within
the asphalt spectator area, which
maintain views from pavilions and key
terrace points while providing shade and
shelter over the asphalt areas.
Shrubs and groundcovers:
Install new hardy exotic shrub planting
to screen parking and create softened
edges whilst still maintaining and
improving visibility levels.
Shrubs and climbers are to provide
screening to unattractive fence lines and
visually soften view of the Bowls Club
pavilion
Improve planting around sports club
facilities
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3.6.4 Landscape Furniture
Description
Problem
statement

Master Plan
Proposal

Furniture items such as seats, bins and player shelters are of poor
quality and/ or inconsistent in detail and are not in keeping with the
grounds historic and premier status.

DESIGN PRINCIPLE

ACTION

Replace landscape furniture and
signage with a coordinated
range of styles and materials

Replace existing bench seating with
appropriately detailed seating in
selected areas as required.
Produce a framework for the removal
and reduced replacement of the
bench seating.
Ensure seating mimics the heritage
character of buildings and other
historical park elements.
Install City of Boroondara standard
furniture items to appropriate
locations:
1. 240 lt. bins.
2. Heritage park benches and seating.
3. Drinking fountains.
4. Heritage style bollards.
5. Heritage style lighting furniture.

3.6.5 Lighting
Description
Problem
statement

Master Plan
Proposal

Lights on the oval at Rowell Street boundary overflow onto western
properties.

DESIGN PRINCIPLE

ACTION

Ensure lighting for park is
adequate but not invasive.

Ensure training lights are installed
which provide for optimum use of
the ground while minimising the
impact on adjacent residents.

Improve pedestrian lighting for
security if general public access
is to be encouraged.

Rowell street lights are to be raised
to enable lights to be pointed
downward.
Install pedestrian lighting at path
intersections, at the entrances and to
safely light buildings and structures.
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3.6.6 Play equipment
Description
Problem
statement

Master Plan
Proposal

Camberwell Sports Ground requires children’s play facilities, which can
be monitored whilst parents are watching sports activities.

DESIGN PRINCIPLE

ACTION

Provide small children’s
playground and equipment in a
secure area.

Install a children’s playground near
the conveniences and under shade
trees between the bowls and tennis
clubs near the Visitors stand as
illustrated.
Ensure the playground compliments
the heritage theme for the park with
the use of appropriate colours and
timber materials.
Install the playground as per
standard Council practice regarding
public consultation and design.

3.6.7 Signage
Description
Problem
statement

Master Plan
Proposal

With the grounds being made more accessible to the general public
better signage is required to direct, inform and advise visitors.

DESIGN PRINCIPLE

ACTION

Design/Customise a range of
signage boards to enhance the
function of the C.S.G.

Install signage at pedestrian and
vehicular entrances (layout maps,
rules and event information).
Install directional signage to the
various facilities.
Install signage at parking facilities
to include information on parking
elsewhere.
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3.6.8 Fences
Description
Problem
statement

Master Plan
Proposal

Fences along the C.S.G. boundaries are generally unattractive and
detract from the sport and park‐like setting.

Design Principle

Action

Relocate, replace or upgrade
existing fences to be less
obtrusive an enable planting to
soften impact.

Install new black PVC‐coated
chainmesh fences where
replacement fencing is required.
Camberwell Road:
Replace existing fence line with new
fence, set in from the property line
to visually reduce the parks physical
boundary/barriers.
Bowen Street:
Remove hedge along Bowen Street
boundary.
Replace existing fence with new
1.0m high black chainmesh fence
back one metre from bluestone wall/
boundary, and provide new low
planting and super‐advanced shade
trees to improve views into the
ground.
Where appropriate, provide breaks in
boundary fencing to allow for
improved visibility and pedestrian
access into the sports ground.
Trumper Street:
Renovate or replace the Bowls and
Tennis Club fences fronting Bowen
and Trumper Streets.
Western Boundary:
Plant to screen obtrusive fence line.
Internal:
Remove paling fence at northern end
of tennis court to provide improved
security/safety and visual connection
between sporting facilities.
Paint or replace chain mesh fence
and improve fence line planting
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3.7 MAINTENANCE FACILITIES
Description
Problem
statement

Master Plan
Proposal

A soil stockpile is kept on site that is located adjacent to the Trumper
street entrance alley.
By nature it is very unsightly and detracts from the visual character of
the sports ground.

DESIGN PRINCIPLE

ACTION

Locate all non‐essential
maintenance facilities away
from entrances, pathways and
sport facilities.

Minimise the size and relocate
existing stockpiled materials to
reduce the visual impact on the rest
of the sports ground.

3.8 RECREATION FACILITIES
3.8.1 Picnic facilities
Description

Tables/ picnic opportunities are not catered for.

Problem
statement

Master Plan
Proposal

DESIGN PRINCIPLE

ACTION

Develop an area for the people ‐
‘Picnic/BBQ’

Expand upon the existing picnic &
barbecue site.
Install new picnic facilities under
shade, close to the visitor's stand and
other public amenities.
Provide new, Council standard
electric barbeques, shelter and
seating for improved amenity.
Ensure adequate litter bins and toilet
facilities service the ‘Picnic/BBQ’ area.
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3.8.2 Social activities
Description
Problem
statement

Master Plan
Proposal

There is a need for a Social Facility with a view of the Oval for both the
Tenant Clubs, which could also be used by Community Groups and
people seeking a venue for functions & the like.

DESIGN PRINCIPLE

ACTION

Allow for multi‐functional
areas in buildings and the
landscape to feature social
activities.

Accommodate social activity
requirements in the future upgrade of
grandstands. The Tenant club’s
purpose would be met with a facility
which could seat up to 140 people

3.9 SPORT FACILITIES
3.9.1 Tennis
Description

The existing facility is focused on one court only.

Problem
statement

No shade or spectator facilities exist at the remaining four courts.

Master Plan
Proposal

DESIGN PRINCIPLE

ACTION

Upgrade/Replace the clubhouse
to allow better functionality and
facilities to all courts

Tennis Club to fund future clubhouse.
Tennis club to liaise with Council to
ensure future location, style and
materials are in keeping with the
Master Plan’s design principles.
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3.9.2 Bowls
Description
Problem
statement

Master Plan
Proposal

The Bowling Club facility is orientated with its frontage facing the
bowls courts.
The back of the Bowling Club building is unattractive and disused
equipment and/or materials are stored between the building and the
fence making this is an unsightly entrance from Bowen street.

DESIGN PRINCIPLE

ACTION

Upgrade/Screen the back of the
building and fence.

Bowling club to improve and
maintain the appearance of the rear
of the pavilion by relocating materials
and unsightly elements.
City of Boroondara to improve
planting around sports club facilities
to screen the fence and soften back
of building;
Renovate back facade of Bowling
Club when funding is available.
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3.9.3 Cricket/Football
Description
Problem
statement

C.S.G. has two grandstands. There are some areas in the grandstand,
which are not well used.
Both the grandstands are therefore not necessarily required, but
dressing rooms are an important facility to retain.
The existing main grandstand is, however, only sufficient for 1 club and
has no public toilets or youth or recreation facilities.
The small grandstand has historical significance and is used as visitors’
area, but is in very poor condition. The Visitors stand has disabled
toilets that are in good condition.

Master Plan
Proposal

DESIGN PRINCIPLE

ACTION

Upgrade the main pavilion to
incorporate home and visitor
team facilities, public toilets, a
canteen and incorporate a
scoreboard as part of the
structure.

Main Grandstand:
Upgrade the main Grandstand to
include:
1. Toilet facilities (current separate
facilities are to be removed when
upgrade takes place).
2. Scoreboard.
3. Visitor and home team change
room facilities.
4. General improvement of its visual
appearance.
5. Add signage and redesign the
entrance to facilities.
6. Investigate viability of
incorporating kiosk into the upgrade
works as per 3.9.4.
Upgrade works are subject to future
funding arrangements between
tenant clubs and Council.

Visitor Stand

Renovate the visitor grandstand
subject to historic guidelines and
funding arrangement between
Council and major clubs.
Remove unsightly chainmesh fencing
at players' entrance.
Improve security features and
visibility around the Visitors stand.
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3.9.4 Kiosks
Description
Problem
statement

Master Plan
Proposal

The kiosk is not large enough if the facility is to be developed as a
premier ground.
Architecturally, the kiosk it does not blend in with the park landscape
and is not well located. This facility could be provided as part of
another facility.

DESIGN PRINCIPLE

ACTION

Short term: Maintain to reflect
heritage character.

Short term:

Long term: Relocate kiosk into
future pavilion upgrade.

Paint the kiosk to reflect the heritage
colours/character of the rest of the
sports ground.
Long term:
Incorporate development of a kiosk
into the upgrade of the northern
pavilion.
Pavilion upgrade possibilities are
currently under Architectural review
with Council and Sporting Clubs to
establish economic viability.

3.9.5 Stands
Description
Problem
statement

Master Plan
Proposal

The bluestone walls of the seating terraces over a large portion of the
mounds have sunk below the ground and have been overgrown.
These are no longer functional, often act as a tripping hazard and
should be removed.

DESIGN PRINCIPLE

ACTION

Improve seating and public
viewing/spectating facilities
around the ground.

Remove all bluestone terraces and
reshape the mounds to provide a
uniform lawn surface, free from
tripping hazards on which spectators
can sit and view sporting activities.
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3.9.6 Grounds (Completed 1999)
Description
Problem
statement

Master Plan
Proposal

The Oval is very poorly grassed with shallow rooted Poa Annua
grass and the current contours of the oval enable water to lie in
hollows. Drainage is only provided via the spoon drain around the
perimeter of the oval which otherwise basically drains to one
corner. Yarra Junior Football would like to utilise the ground more
but cannot because of overuse concerns on the surface

DESIGN PRINCIPLE

ACTION

Upgrade the playing surface
and drainage of the
oval/ground

Regrade the oval to optimise
drainage
Install sand based drainage system
Resurface with more acceptable
grass surface
Take the cricket nets off the ground
to improve the playing surface and
maintenance of the oval.

3.9.7 Scoreboards
Description

The existing scoreboards are “tired” and in need of upgrading.

Problem
statement

The smaller scoreboard/kiosk is situated between the grandstands
and behind the seating terraces. It is not ideally located for
visibility from the stands.

Master Plan
Proposal

DESIGN PRINCIPLE

ACTION

Relocate and upgrade the
main scoreboard.

Replace the southeastern
scoreboard with a new improved
scoreboard which is to be located
over the existing machinery shed
to improve visibility.
The new scoreboard should be
slightly smaller and painted in
Heritage colours.
Remove the scoreboard situated
adjacent to the kiosk.
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3.9.8 Cricket nets (Completed 1999)
3.9.8.1.1

Descripti
on

Problem
statement

Cricket Practice Wickets are currently contained in 2 blocks located on
the oval with 9 & 10 wickets in the two blocks.
As the playing field is used for the approach runs, problems occur with
the quality of the surface in the area and when the field is in use.
To provide flexibility for both the Cricket & Football Clubs the Practice
Wickets should be located ‘off ground’ in one block of 13 wickets.

3.9.8.1.2
3.9.8.1.3

Master Plan
Proposal

Design Principle

Action

Remove and relocate cricket
nets from the ground to
improve the playing surface and
maintenance of the oval.

Enlarge the existing cricket practice
area to allow for 3 concrete practice
nets and 10 turf tables to enable all
practice pitchers to be taken off the
oval surface.
Cricket nets are to be located into
earth mound in the northeast corner
with rear and side bluestone
retaining walls. Refer to View F.
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4 MASTER PLAN IMPLEMENTATION
The implementation of the Master Plan is proposed to take place over three stages.
Funding of the stages is subject to Council's annual budgeting processes and project
priorities at the time.
Where appropriate Council will apply for funding from external sources such as Sport
Recreation Victoria and Heritage Victoria.
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5 APPENDICES
Appendix 1:
First Community Questionnaire results
Appendix 2:
First Community Questionnaire results summary
Appendix 3:
Second Community Questionnaire results
Appendix 4:
Second Community Questionnaire results summary
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5.1 CSGMP QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS
5.1.1
5.1.1.1.1.1

Questionnaire Results Summary
Camberwell Sports Ground Questionnaire Number One, 233 Surveys received.

Question 1: On average, how often do you and your household use the Camberwell
Sports Ground?
Percentage
Number of responses
Daily
Weekly
Monthly
Yearly
Never

11
43
50
24
95

5%
19%
22%
11%
43%

Question 2: Do you or any of your household use the sports ground for any of the
following active recreation activities?
Percentage
Number of responses
Tennis
Bowls
Football
Cricket
Athletics
Other
- spectating
- dog walking
- other
No response

43
25
10
9
24
25
9
6
6
85

17%
10%
4%
4%
10%
10%
4%
2%
2%
35%

Question 3: Do you or any of your household use the sports ground for any of the
following passive/unstructured recreation activities?
Percentage
Number of responses
Walking
Relaxing
Jogging
Picnics
BBQs
Other
- playing games
- bike riding
- roller-blading
- social events/socialising
No response

91
51
46
4
6
5
2
1
1
1
58

34%
19%
17%
1.5%
2.2%
2%
1%
0.4%
0.4%
0.4%
22%

Question 4: What other parks in the local area do you use?
Fordham Gardens
Riversdale Park
Anderson Park
Willison Park
Other
- Bowen Gardens
- Nettleton Park
- others

Number of responses
46
42
100
47
107
46
8
55

Percentage
10%
9%
22%
10%
24%
10%
2%
12%

Page 36

CAMBERWELL SPORTS GROUND: CONCEPT MASTER PLAN

Question 5: Please state the number of people in each of the following age groups
that are present in your household?
Percentage
Number of responses
1–5
65
10%
6 – 12
72
11%
13 – 18
56
9%
19 – 30
70
11%
31 – 50
198
31%
51 +
176
28%
*Please note: These percentages were based on the total number of people in each household (637)
rather than the total number of survey responses (233).

Question 6: How would you and your household rate the level of importance the
sports ground has on your household with regard to:
Traffic due to
sports ground use
Electrical light from
the ground
Noise of Sports
Ground users

Significant

Low

No

Significant

Low

No

31

76

123

13.5%

33%

53.5%

7

30

186

3%

13.5%

83.5%

18

73

134

8%

32.5%

59.5%

5.1.1.2 Question 7: How would you rate the existing park facilities?

Picnic area
BBQ
Tables and seating
Toilets
Bins
Shade/shelter
Pathways
Car parking
Sporting facilities
Passive recreation
areas
Entrances and
access

Good

5.1.1.2.1.1.1.1

31
28
24
22
44
51
55
33
89
60
70

Poor

No
opinion

Good

Poor

No opinion

83
70
90
71
51
67
69
99
29
61

55
63
54
64
66
52
43
45
47
47

18%
17%
14%
14%
27%
30%
33%
18.5%
54%
36%

49%
43.5%
53.5%
45%
32%
40%
41%
56%
17.5%
36%

33%
39.5%
32%
41%
41%
30%
26%
25.5%
28.5%
28%

67

39

40%

38%

22%

Question 8: Do you believe the following are currently issues within the sports
ground?
Yes
Public Safety
Vandalism

68
93

No
95
75

5.1.1.2.1.1.2 Yes
42%
55%

No
58%
45%
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Question 9: What priority would you put on the upgrade of the following facilities at
the Camberwell Sports Ground?
Pathways/access
Seating
Picnic areas
Car parking
Trees and other vegetation
Gates and fencing
Building & other structure
Playing surfaces (various)

High

Low

No opinion

5.1.1.2.1.1.2.1

88
74
85
78
113
57
47
68

59
63
54
71
42
76
74
62

34
46
38
33
29
46
53
49

48%
40%
48%
43%
61.5%
32%
27%
38%

High

Low

No opinion

33%
35%
30.5%
39%
23%
42.5%
42.5%
34.5%

19%
25%
21.5%
18%
16%
25.5%
30.5%
27.5%

5.1.1.3 Question 10: Any additional comments?
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5.1.2 1st Community Questionnaire Results
Site analysis stage
Q.1.
The results obtained outline a very low usage of the sports ground by the
public for open space. Users prefer to travel over major roads e.g. Burke Road in order to
gain the passive and family open space activities they require. These results may be offset
by a large number of people from outside the questionnaire area who use the park and its
facilities.
Q.2.
The sports ground is well used by team sports, such as tennis and bowls, for
active recreation. The high level of no response answers is based on the high number of
people who never use the sports ground.
Q.3.
Walking represents the highest percentage of respondents who use the sports
ground for passive/unstructured recreation activities. Other uses received lower level
responses. Jogging and walking presents 60% of responses highlighting that the pathway
system should be amended to represent this.
Q.4.
Anderson Park was highlighted as a park in the local area that residents often
use. This park contains facilities that are tailored for family uses illustrating that
Camberwell Sports Ground is not serving the communities needs.
Q.5.
Older age groups dominate usage of the sports ground. This is representative
of Boroondara’s aged population.
Q.6.
Of the three issues highlighted for impact on household, the majority of
responses were that they were of no importance. Traffic due to sports ground use had the
highest level of impact on the community. The low significance placed on the light from
the sports ground is a good response.
Q.7.
A broad range of responses was received when asked to rate existing facilities.
Car parking was highlighted as an issue to be addressed with respondents rating present
facilities as poor. Picnic areas, tables and seating along with other picnic facilities were
also regarded as poor quality. Shade, shelter and pathways were also highlighted as
needing to be addressed.
Q.8.
Vandalism and public safety were items of concern to respondents. This is
reflective of the low visual permeability in to the park in order to create a sense of
surveillance. This issue needs to be addressed.
Q.9.
A broad range of responses was received. Trees and vegetation was the major
issue highlighted, reflective of the need to provide improved shade and shelter within the
sports ground. Access and pathways was also perceived to be of a high priority reflecting
the high number of people who use the sports ground for walking / jogging activities.
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5.1.3 Camberwell Sports Ground Master Plan Questionnaire
With reference to the Master Plan, please tick the response(s) most appropriate to your
household. Please feel free to write additional comments.
5.1.3.1.1.1.1.1

TOTAL 318 RESPONSES / SURVEYS RECEIVED

Name:
Address:

(Optional)
(Optional)

Q1. Remove old ticket boxes along Camberwell Road. Replace current fence with new low
fence set back one metre from Bluestone wall and include low planting to improve front
boundary. Refer to Section AA
Agree

79%

Don’t Mind

12.5%

Disagree

8.5%

Q2.
Remove hedge along Bowen Street boundary. Replace existing fence with new
low fence back one metre from bluestone wall/boundary, and include low planting to
improve viewing into the ground for improved aesthetics and security.
Agree

81%

Don’t Mind

9%

Disagree

10%

Q3.
Renovate or replace the Bowls and Tennis Club fences fronting Bowen and
Trumper Streets.
Agree

76%

Don’t Mind

19%

Disagree

5%

Q4.
Pedestrianise the Trumper Street entrance road and include screen planting
along Tennis Club fence and informal drifts of trees. Refer to View E
Agree

87%

Don’t Mind

10.5%

Disagree

2.5%

Q5.
Install a grass path system adjacent oval fence line to improve access around
the ground. Refer to View D
Agree

80%

Don’t Mind

14.5%

Disagree

5.5%

Q7.
Replace the southeastern scoreboard with a new scoreboard located over the
machinery shed. (New scoreboard to be slightly smaller and painted in Heritage colours).
Agree

65.5%

Don’t Mind

30.5%

Disagree

4%

Q8.
Open up and renovate the Bowen Street public entrance to allow for improved
access, aesthetics and viewing for security. Refer to View G
Agree

87%

Don’t Mind

9%

Disagree

4%

Q9.
Improve vehicular access in from Camberwell Road by widening. (New
entrance to facilitate improved access for maintenance vehicles to the oval). Entrance to
include gateway plantings and feature paving. Refer to View A
Agree

74.5%

Don’t Mind

21%

Disagree

4.5%

Q10.
Upgrade car park adjacent the main Grandstand off Camberwell Road by minor
enlarging, bitumen paving improved signage and formalising parking bays.
Agree

69%

Don’t Mind

25%

Disagree

6%

Page 40

CAMBERWELL SPORTS GROUND: CONCEPT MASTER PLAN

Q11.
Explore development opportunities for Council owned carrier properties
including potential for expanded car park and parkland.
Agree

62%

Don’t Mind

26.5%

Disagree

11.5%

Q12.
Plant ornamental shade trees for user amenity around the oval as opportunity
permits. Trees not be installed in front of main grandstand or where they shall over‐shade
oval surface.
Agree

84.5%

Don’t Mind

13%

Disagree

2.5%

Q13.
Upgrade main Grandstand to include toilet facilities (current separate facilities
to be removed), scoreboard and visitor team facilities. Upgrade works subject to future
funding arrangements between tenant clubs and Council.
Agree

75%

Don’t Mind

19%

Disagree

6%

Q14.
Explore option to remove visitor grandstand (grandstand currently listed under
the former city of Camberwell historic classifications).
Agree

36%

Don’t Mind

27%

Disagree

37%

Q15.
Re‐organise and improve seating surrounding oval including the installation of
a low bluestone seating / retaining wall (wall shall utilize predominantly bluestone
pitchers existing on site). Refer to Section BB.
Agree

74%

Don’t Mind

21%

Disagree

5%

Q16.
Enlarge existing cricket practice area. Net area to be enlarged to enable all
practice pitchers to be taken of the oval surface. Nets to be located into earth mound in
the north east corner with rear and side bluestone retaining walls.
(Note Council officers, consultants and the Working Group explained ten different options
for cricket net locations; the option presented is the preferred option of all the parties).
Refer to View F
Agree

59%

Don’t Mind

35.5%

Disagree

5.5%

Any additional Information
Grass path encircling oval to be gravel
Retain entry boxes – historical significance
Do not remove Grandstand
Ensure lighting for park is adequate but not invasive to local residents
Maintain Camberwell ‘look’
Develop area for the people ‘picnic/BBQ’
Footpath on Trumper Street
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5.1.4 Second Community Questionnaire Results Summary
Q.1.
Majority of respondents agreed with the proposal to upgrade the Camberwell
Road frontage by replacing the existing fence or introducing low planting.
Q.2.
Majority of respondents agreed with the proposal for upgrading the Bower
Street boundary with a new low fence and low planting.
Q.3.
Majority of respondents agrees with replacing the fencing to the Bowls and
Tramper Street frontages of the Bowls and Tennis Clubs.
Q.4.
High majority of respondents agree with the proposal to pedestrians the
Tramper Street entrance roads.
Q.5.
Majority of respondents agree with the proposal to install a grass path system
around the oval fence line. If grass surface shows signs of high wear may need to consult
with user groups if path system is upgraded to gravel etc.
Q.6.
Majority of respondents agree, but with many respondents not seeing it as a
big issue, works are not a first priority / stage item.
Q.7.
High majority of respondents agree with the proposal to renovate the Bowen
Street entrance, works should be a high priority item.
Q.8.
Majority of respondents agree, the number of people indicating don’t mind, as
may be a reflection of the fact that most respondents would walk to the ground.
Q.9.
As with question eight most people agree but as the respondents would
generally walk to the ground it would not be as high priority to them as the sporting
groups.
Q.10.
Majority of respondents agreed, some people expressed concern about
previous Council commitments to turn the site over to parkland and would not like to see
car park dominating.
Q.11.
High majority of respondents agree with the proposal to plant shade trees. As
trees take awhile to mature, work should be done early.
Q.12.
Majority of respondents agree with the proposal to upgrade the main
Grandstand. As work will need to be largely funded by the Sports Clubs is unlikely to
happen in the first stage, but detail design should be undertaken to ensure surrounding
works are in harmony with the future works.
Q.13.
An even number of respondents disagree as do agree with the proposal to
remove the visitor grandstand. Work not to be undertaken without extensive future
consultation. Additional uses for the grandstand to be explored with security to be
improved to prevent degradation and vandalism.
Q.14.
Majority of respondents agree with the proposal to improve the seating
around the oval through the introduction of a bluestone pitcher seating / retaining wall.
Q.15.
Majority of respondents agree with the proposal to enlarge the cricket net
practice area. Although many people do not see it as a high priority its implementation
should happen as part of the first stage to improve the ovals surface and drainage.
Q.16.

Additional comments highlighted a number of key points and actions.

Grass path encircling the oval to be gravel instead of grass is not a big issue, the wear of
the grass can be numbered and grovel installed later at no great additional expense.
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Retaining boxes for historical significance – boxes are not deemed by Council to have
significant historical significance and represent a safety issue. Council to follow up and
ensure their historical value is not high prior to removal.
Do not remove Grandstand, Council to hold of on proposal for removal and explore future
use options.
Ensure lighting for park is not invasive to local residents. Any future lighting to be subject
to community consultation proposal.
Maintain Camberwell look – the Master Plan reinforces the historic elements and details
of the ground and introduce further greenery to the ground into the surrounding ‘leafy’
streetscapes.
Develop area for the people to picnic / BBQ. The Master Plan addresses this issue by
providing additional seating, BBQ’s and amenity areas.
Footpath on Trumper Street – the Master Plan recognise the need to fix the Trumper
Street frontage by the installation of a footpath and a formalised parking area.
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