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6 Options for your  
naturestrip renovation

For residents wanting to undertake a naturestrip renovation, there are a number of options 
available. Which option you choose will depend on the motivation(s) behind your project.

No permit required

If you are re-establishing a grassed naturestrip due to 
failure or poor performance of your existing grass, give 
careful consideration to your choice of grass species. 

Choose drought tolerant or �warm season� grasses 
as, once established, these will remain in good health 
with little to no watering. Use of certain native grasses 
can provide a soft lawn like appearance and drought 

Native grasses such as Wallaby Grass (Austrodanthonia spp.) shown above or Native Weeping Grass 
(Microlaena stipoides) are a low maintenance and drought tolerant option that also supports local biodiversity.

Drought tolerant exotic and/or native grass lawn 

Alternative treatments

Permit required 

Potential alternatives to mown grass are:

Option A Planting with groundcovers and/or low 
growing shrubs

Option B Permeable surface treatment of either 
organic mulch or compacted �ne gravel 
(such as granitic sand or toppings). 

These alternatives do require a permit but, if properly 
installed and maintained, won�t compromise the 
public function of the naturestrip. If the requirements 
of either Option A and/or B are met, and your 
neighbours �nd the proposed change acceptable, 
then a permit will be granted.

tolerance. Recommended native species are Weeping 
Grass (Microlaena stipoides), Kneed Wallaby Grass 
(Austrodanthonia geniculata) and Clustered Wallaby 
Grass (Austrodanthonia racemosum). These species are 
indigenous to the area and require only periodic mowing. 

No permit is required to establish or maintain grassed 
lawn within the naturestrip.
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The common brown butter�y (above) is a  
regular visitor to wildlife-friendly gardens  
in Boroondara.

Boroondara�s network of biodiversity corridors are shown above.  
We encourage residents living near any of our biodiversity corridors, 
including the Yarra River and smaller creeks, to support local 
biodiversity by including indigenous and native plants in their gardens.

Creeping boobialla  
(Myoporum parvifolium)

White correa - prostrate form 
(Correa alba) 

Ground cover varieties of Banskia 
(shown above) and Grevilleas

Naturestrips as 
�stepping stones� for 
local �ora and fauna
Naturestrips planted with 
indigenous grasses and ground 
covers can provide valuable 
habitat for native birds, lizards 
and insects especially in streets 
located near biodiversity 
corridors and bushland sites. 
Across Boroondara there are 15 
biodiversity corridors and several 
reserves that protect rare and 
threatened plants and habitats. 
Plants and native animals 
surviving in smaller, isolated sites 
are at risk of inbreeding and 
becoming locally extinct. The 
Yarra River, small creeks and 
the City�s linear walkways act 
as natural biodiversity corridors. 
These corridors help to connect 
biodiversity sites and allow 
animals (and the seeds and pollen 
they carry on fur, feathers and 
skin) to move through the tree 
canopy, among bushes and along 
the ground in search of mates 
and new food sources. 
Wildlife-friendly private gardens 
and naturestrips can play a role 
in extending existing nature 
corridors and creating new links 
and habitat �stepping stones� for 
birds, insects and other wildlife. 
Council�s Backyard 
Biodiversity booklet provides 
tips for wildlife friendly and 
sustainable gardening. Visit 
www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/
biodiversity to �nd out more. 
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Option B

Permeable surface treatment using either  
organic mulch or compacted �ne gravel

A low maintenance alternative to mown grass is to 
use organic mulch (such as recycled wood chips 
or bark mulch) to create a permeable treatment 
that will support the health of your street tree(s). To 
suppress weed growth, the mulch should be kept 
to a depth of around 7.5cm and will need topping 
up every year or so.

On level sites (not subject to erosion), use of �ne 
gravel mulches such as granitic sand or toppings, 
lightly compacted to a depth of 7.5cm, will not 
require watering but will require periodic weeding.






