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SC2 49 Lynden Street Camberwell -  

Proposed discontinuance and sale of adjoining  
Right of Way (road) 
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   Attachment 3 
 

 
History of Lynden Aged Care Association Inc. 

 
Background 
 
In 1976 the former Camberwell City Council committed to building a hostel for Senior 
Citizens of the Municipality.  A Federal grant to provide 80% of the capital had been 
promised, land secured and the “Camberwell Senior Citizen Hostel Society” was 
established. 
 
A 20 bed hostel called Gaffney House (named after Councillor Gerry Gaffney) was 
officially opened in 1981.  Over the years this facility has grown to now provide 35 low 
care beds.  A 35 bed high care nursing home has also been added. 
 
Site History / Titles 
 
In order to build a hostel for Senior Citizens within the municipality, the former City of 
Camberwell initially purchased the residential block known as 49 Lynden Street in 1975.  
A large 1.4 ha parcel to the east was subsequently acquired in 1976. 
 
In or around 1979 both parcels were consolidated to create one large 1.471 ha lot.  
Refer Consolidated Plan CP109417 - see Appendix 1. 
 
In 1983 this large single lot was subdivided into 2 lots with part of the land being set 
aside as Road R1 for access.  Refer Lodged plan LP 140857 - see Appendix 2.  
Apparently the subdivision was to allow the opportunity for another operator to build a 
nursing home adjacent to the LACA facility, to provide a higher end of care than that 
provided by the hostel at that time.  A second operator did not materialise and it was 
decided in the late 1980’s that LACA would build and operate a nursing home on Lot 2. 
 
The 2 lots were subsequently consolidated in 1991 to form the current 1.335 ha site.  
Refer Consolidated Plan CP171652A - see. Appendix 3. 
 
Transfer of ownership 
 
In May 1994 the former City of Camberwell resolved, among other things, to transfer 
the land (Vol. 10019 Fol. 782) to LACA at nil cost 
 
The transfer of the land was conditional upon LACA entering into an Agreement with 
Council pursuant to 173 of the Planning & Environment Act 1987 requiring the following: 
 
“the owners use of the land shall be limited to that of an Aged Persons’ Hostel, Nursing 
Home and Retirement Village or such other charitable purposes for the benefit of Aged 
Persons that the Council may from time to time approve.” 
 
The said agreement is registered on title and remains in force today. 
 
Structure / Management of Lynden 
 
In 1991 the original Citizens Committee established by the former City of Camberwell 
became Lynden Aged Care Association and Model Rules of the Association were 
drawn up.  Under those rules, it was a requirement that Lynden Aged Care Committee 
of Management would comprise 10 members, two of whom were to be nominated by 
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Council.  One Council nomination had to be a Councillor and the Council would 
nominate the Chairperson. 
 
In May 1994, just prior to the establishment of the City of Boroondara, the City of 
Camberwell resolved to appoint LACA as beneficial owner of the land and to transfer 
full responsibility for all aspects of the aged care facility to the LACA Management 
Committee.   
 
In December 2004 the City of Boroondara resolved to no longer appoint representatives 
to the LACA Management Committee. 
 
Since that time, LACA has operated independently of Council and has undertaken a 
major review of its rules.  Amongst other things, the following changes to the rules have 
occurred. 
 

1. Upon dissolution of LACA, all monies and assets are no longer to be transferred 
to Council.  Rather they would be transferred to some organisation having 
objects similar to the objects of LACA and which shall prohibit the distribution of 
its income and property (not for profit). 

 
2. Alterations/changes to the Statement of Purpose and Rules of Association of 

LACA no longer require the consent of Council. 
 
Initially Lynden’s admission policy gave priority entry to persons from the City of 
Boroondara, their primary caregivers or next of kin.  Whilst no longer part of a written 
policy, the majority of residents who come to Lynden do so because they have a history 
or close connection to Boroondara or they have children who live locally.   
 
Proposed Expansion 
 
LACA applied to Council in 2010 for a planning permit to partially demolish, renovate 
and extend the existing 70 bed aged care facility to accommodate 102 beds with 
associated infrastructure works.  A planning permit was issued on 21 December 2011.  
The proposal includes access from the site through the unnamed road from Lynden 
Street.  
 
In 2008 LACA acquired 51 Lynden Street, Camberwell.  In 2010 it also applied to 
Council for a planning permit to construct a two storey retirement apartment building on 
this site.  A planning permit was issued 7 December 2011.  The building will house 6 
two bedroom dwellings.  According to the site plan for the ground floor vehicle access to 
the site will be from the east or rear of the site via the subject road. 
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